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Taking Preaching Seriously - by –Ken Weliever, The
Preacherman

Last night we watched an old
episode of the Andy Griffith show
that was entitled “A Sermon for
Today.”
Andy and Opie are ready for

church and trying to get Aunt Bee
off the phone gossiping with her
friend Clara. When we arrive at the
“All Souls Church,” the
congregation is singing “Holy
Spirit, Truth Divine.” All the while
the ladies are looking across the
auditorium miming appreciation
for each other’s hats. Barney
fumbles to keep his place in the
hymn, and is saved from
embarrassment when Andy stops
him from applauding the guest
speaker.”
Dr. Bream begins by asking,

“What’s the meaning of it all?”
Then proceeds to extol the virtues
of slowing down, not rushing
through life and relaxing. Gomer
takes him a little too seriously
anddozes off during the sermon
and begins snoring. Barney is
fighting sleep. Andy seems
distracted. And Opie catches a fly

buzzing around his head.
After the service, Barney thanks

Dr. Breen for his wonderful
message, erroneously saying
“That’s one subject you just can’t
talk enough about: sin.”
Following a hearty Sunday

dinner, they begin talking about an
illustration in Bream’s sermon of
feeling relaxed after a band concert
and begin reliving the “good ole
days” when they had a town band.
Suddenly, they get the idea of
putting together a concert that
evening. The rest of the episode
shows them feverishly working
and wearing themselves out trying
to repair the band uniforms, rebuild
the bandstand and practice a song.
All with disastrous results.
By the end of the show, after

running themselves ragged, they
realize reviving the band is
impossible and all sit exhausted on
the front porch. As the show
concluded Dr. Bream stopped by
and seeing them slumped over in
the chairs, he thinks they’ve taken
his advice. He’s asked to stay and

visit, but ironically declines
because he’s is in a hurry to leave
for New York City.
As I chuckled through this

episode, I wondered if that old
show doesn’t still mimic modern
attitudes toward preaching? At
least to some degree.
There are some serious questions
we each ought to consider every
time we go to worship.
! Do we attend to worship God?

Or attend of out tradition? Or
to show off our clothes?

! Do we truly focus on the
songs, prayers, communion,
and preaching? Or do we allow
our minds to easily become
distracted?

! Do we take preaching
seriously? Really listen to what
was said? Or is it a time to take
a nap? Or think about other
matters?

Through the years, I have had
some folks compliment my sermon
like Barney did with a comment
that had nothing to do with what
I’d preached. Do we leave to really
apply the message to our lives?
Allow ourselves to get sidetracked
on lesser matters? Or miss the
point altogether?
Jesus commanded, “God is Spirit,

and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth” (Jn
4:24).
Worship involves preaching. It is
God ordained. Jesus preached.

Peter preached. And Paul preached.
God chose “to save those who

believe through the message
preached.” The Good News about
Jesus, however, was foolishness to
the Greeks and a stumbling block
to the Jews (I Cor. 1:21-25). Yet,
Paul affirmed in it was a
demonstration of the “power of
God and the wisdom of God.”
Of course, this requires preachers

to faithfully and fully preach God’s
Word. Not man’s wisdom. Not
tradition. Not opinion. Not
denominational creeds. Not pop
psychology. We must, like Paul,
“remind (people) of the gospel,”
“preach Christ crucified,” and
“declare the whole counsel of
God” (1 Cor 15:1; 1:23; Acts
20:27).
As listeners of God’s Word, we

all, preachers and people in the
pew, must take the Word seriously.
We are called upon and
commanded to believe it. Receive
it. And live it. It should truly
change and transform our lives (1
Thess. 2:13; Rom. 12:1-2)
To the preacher, we offer the

advice of G. Campbell Morgan.
“Every sermon should contain
three elements: truth, clarity, and
passion.”
To the listener, the warning of

John Piper is apropos. “Preaching
is one thing—and it is crucial. But
hearing is another thing—and it is
just as crucial.”



A SIGN OF OUR TIMES -
House Passes Deplorable

'Equality Act'
10:30AM EDT 5/20/2019 -

Liberty Counsel
The U.S. House passed 236-173
HR 5, misnamed the "Equality
Act," with eight Republicans
voting in favor and no Democrats
voting against it. The eight
Republicans are: Susan Brooks
(Ind. - 05); Brian Fitzpatrick (Penn.
- 01); Elise Stefanik (N.Y. - 21);
Greg Walden (Ore. - 02); John
Katko (N.Y. - 24); Mario
Diaz-Balart (Fla. - 25); Tom Reed
(N.Y. - 23) and Will Hurd (Texas -
23).
HR 5 takes the unpreceded step of

eliminating the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act of 1993 (RFRA)
as a claim or defense to the
application of many federal laws.
This bill drastically alters religious
freedom in all cases, not just those
involving LGBT. It elevates LGBT
to the same level as race, and
federalizes abortion and abortion
funding. The bill now goes to the
Senate as S. 788.
This "Equality Act" extends

federal protections to include
sexual orientation, gender identity
and pregnancy, that is, abortion.
HR 5 applies to employment,
h o u s i n g ,  r e n t a l ,  p u b l i c
accommodation and more. In
addition, the terms "sexual
orientation" and "gender identity"

will be defined to mean
"pregnancy, childbirth or a related
medical condition." In other words,
under the terms of this bill,
"pregnancy, childbirth or a related
medical condition ... shall not
receive less favorable treatment
than other physical conditions."
The "Equality Act" also expands
the defini t ion of public
accommodations to include places
or establishments that provide (1)
exhibitions, recreation, exercise,
amusement, gatherings or displays;
(2) goods, services or programs
and (3) transportation services."
"No one who voted for the
misnamed 'Equality Act' deserves
to serve in Congress," said Mat
Staver, founder and chairman of
Liberty Counsel. "This bill
destroys the fundamental religious
freedom on which America was
founded. This bill is unpatriotic
and dangerous. The misnamed
'Equality Act' has nothing to do
with equality and is the most
serious threat to life and liberty
ever proposed by Congress. This
bill needs to be stopped in the
Senate. If this bill becomes law,
the consequences are staggering."
This bill destroys bathroom

privacy. It would welcome both
genders into every bathroom in
America.
It directs religious K-12 schools

and daycare centers to force
children to obey adults who show

 up at work one day as a man and the next day as a woman. These children are
at a highly impressionable age. When kindergarteners have seen such events in
the past, many have gone home shaking and crying, worried that they could
wake up with a different gender!
And this bill gags counselors from giving professional help to those facing

unwanted same-sex desires or actions. It even criminalizes those who share
their own story of finding freedom in Christ from homosexuality in a book or
speaking engagement. This bill literally sets the stage for banning the Bible,
which offers the power to free those wanting to turn away from homosexual
conduct.
And there is no religious exemption to this bill!
Further, this bill demands that every religious adoption agency place innocent

children in homes with adults involved in same-sex conduct. And it also
demands that religious families be willing to accept practicing LGBT minors
in their home as a prerequisite to being approved as foster parents.
Under HR 5, property owners would be forced to accept renters whose actions
violate their religious beliefs, including renting out a room in their home or
their private vacation home.
Home-based businesses would be forced to hire and welcome LGBT people

into their privately-owned home, even if they are trying to raise their children
according to their own religious beliefs! This legislation would create many
more victims—like women in shelters who have been sexually assaulted by a
man posing as a "transgender" to gain access to the facility.

Learn the Truth
• Churches would be forced to host same-sex ceremonies.
• Churches will lose tax-exempt status for noncompliance.
• Colleges will lose accreditation for noncompliance.
• Noncompliant colleges will be ineligible to receive student loans, causing

most religious schools to compromise their core mission or close.
• If churches or religious organizations take overnight trips, including sports

or mission trips, they cannot segregate rooms by biological gender.
• Biological men will have access to bathrooms, showers and nursing-mother

rooms at any time and can stay as long as they please.
• Churches would be forced to hire staff involved in LGBT conduct, even

positions of authority in affiliated daycare classes and give them complete
access to all children in the restrooms.

• Cross-dressers could demand that they be greeters, ushers, Sunday school
teachers and more.

• Even the smallest slight would give someone the legal right to sue the church.
For example, if a person assumed they were turned down for a staff position
because of a LGBT lifestyle, they could sue the church for damages, even if
that was not the reason they were denied the job.


