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The Impressionable Christian — by Jimmy Tuten
God's people have something in

common with those outside of
Christ: the ability of being
i n f luenced  in t e l l ec tua l l y ,
emotionally and morally. We are
all affected by impressions.
Everything in life leaves its mark
on the mind or senses. We all have
notions, feelings, and recollections
that are brought about by some
force or influence, whether it be
good or bad. All of us are
impressionable. It is a God-given
e n t i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  o u r
impressionableness needs to be
monitored constantly. Where
guarded watchfulness in this area is
lacking, friction usually results,
either in ourselves or with others.
Jesus addressed this use when he
said, "Judge not according to
appearance, but judge righteous
judgment" (Jn. 7:24). It is so easy
for us to be so influenced that we
do not form sound judgment. A
man's judgment is no better than
his information. In fact it is
directly influenced by knowledge.
One should not be motivated by
first impressions any more than he

would pass judgment on an
automobile by the sound of its
horn. Just because a man "toots his
own horn" does not necessarily
mean that he is proud, or arrogant.
He may be trying to tell you
something! In judging others it's
always wise to see with the heart as
well as with the eyes. "The dove
and the woodpecker were returning
home from a visit to the peacock.
`How did you like our friend?'
asked the wood-pecker. `Is he not
disagreeable? His pride, his
awkward feet, his hard voice, are
unbearable.' `I did not notice these
things,' replied the dove. `I could
only gaze at his beautiful head, his
gorgeous colors, and his majestic
train" (I Can Do It, p. 70).

"One spring, sometime before
the Civil War, a boy in search of
work came to Worthy Taylor's
prosperous Ohio farm. The farmer
knew nothing much about the boy
except that his name was Jim, but
he gave him a job. Jim spent the
summer cutting stove wood,
bringing in the cows and making
himself generally useful. He ate in

the kitchen and slept in the hay
mow. Before summer was over,
Jim had fallen in love with Taylor's
daughter. When the farmer refused
to let him marry her, telling him
bluntly, that he had no money, no
name and very poor prospects, Jim
put his belongings into his old
carpet bag and disappeared. Thirty-
five years passed before Taylor one
day pulled down his barn to make
way for a new one. On one of the
rafters above the Hay mow, he
discovered that Jim had carved his
full name -- James A. Garfield. He
was then president of the United
States."

What a lesson for us! Some of us
can identify with this incident. We
have either shown rashness in
forming judgments about others, or
else we have gotten off on the
wrong foot because of someone
else's wrong impression due to
certain circumstances. Whatever
the case, early impressions often
rob us of opportunities. How sad.

A proneness to judge is
condemned by Jesus (Matt. 7:1).
However, this rebuke of the
censorious spirit is not to be read
as forbidding the framing of such
judgments  o f  o the r s  a s
circumstances of our position
render necessary. Every day of our
lives we are called upon to form,
and frequently to express a
consensus upon men, as well as
theories, proposals, events, etc. as

to true or false, right and wrong,
wise or unwise, expedient or
inexpedient. We must judge that
we may know how to act. But the
point is this: there is the possibility
of judging rashly; of judging with
bias and prejudice; of judging so as
to do wrong to individuals, of
judging so as to injure truth and
retard progress and improvement.

In Deuteronomy 1:16-17, rules
are laid down that have primary
application to the administration of
law, but their principles are
applicable in the formation of
decisions upon the character and
action of others. They are equally
fitted to guide our private
judgments. Before acting on your
impressions:

I. Gain the real facts of the
situation. Solomon said, "He that
answereth a matter before he
heareth it, it is folly and shame
unto him" (Prov. 18:13). Moses
commanded, "hear the causes
between your brethren, and judge
righteously between every man and
his brother, and the stranger that is
with him" (Deut. 1:16). Judgment
passed in ignorance of the real
facts of the case is unjust. Think of
the conflict that would be
eliminated if this became a practice
of the brethren. The law of Christ
demands this of us (Matt. 18:16).

Make an impartial judgment
based upon facts (Deut. 1:17).
Jesus said, "Judge not according to



appearance, but judge righteous
judgment" (Jn. 7:24).

Righteous judgment should be
done fearlessly (Deut. 1:17).
Experience teaches us that some
brethren are not above time-
serving tampering with conviction,
of seeking man's favor, and of
doing the thing we do not at heart
approve. The dread of temporal
consequences sometimes makes
cowards of the best of us. Blessed
is he, who in doing the will of the
Lord, never fears the face of man!

Judgment is rendered with a due
sense of responsibility to God. Just
as civil judges are viceregents,
deriving their authority from God,
striving to express justice, do so
with a sense of irresponsibleness
and accountability (1 Pet. 2:13-17;
Rom. 13:1-7), so is the case of the
judgment of Christians. We will be
held responsible for our decisions!
Any judgment that is biased,
untrue, and insincere is a
misrepresentation of that truth and
rectitude which have their ground
in God himself (Matt. 18:7-8,15-
20).

If at any time we act on our
impressions in the absence of any
of the above items, we are
incompetent to act, and will be
judged accordingly (Matt. 7:2).
Plutarch once said, "To find fault is
easy; to do better may be difficult."
My friends, do not let impressions
get the best of you. Be sure your

life is secure through obedience to
the will of God (Heb. 5:8-9).  Via
---- Guardian of Truth XXXVII:
5, p. 21-22 March 4, 1993

OFTEN THE THOUGHT

PROCESS OF SOME - Via

LaVista church of Christ - Question and
Answer Segment.

This was a comment from a reader
{emp JC} - “I think you are guilty of
this. With all humility I come to you
out of love so that you may stop
preaching and standing with an iron
fist as as one who judges every
individual. You cannot condemn
people to hell or preach from the
pulpit that so-and-so are going to hell.
It's not your right. May God humble
your heart and you can come to
repentance and reach out to those you
have wronged.”

Here is the Reply - Isn't it ironic
that in order to make this
condemnation, you had to pass
judgment on me? By doing so, you
have given the right to others to pass
similar judgment upon yourself.
"Judge not, that you be not judged.
For with what judgment you judge,
you will be judged; and with the
measure you use, it will be measured
back to you" (Matthew 7:1-2). 

It is true that no man has the right to
condemn a fellow man to hell; such is
reserved for God. "For we know Him
who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay," says the Lord. And again,
"The LORD will judge His people.""
(Hebrews 10:30). However, it is a
falsehood to state that evil actions
cannot be identified and condemned.
None of us are perfect; we all make

 mistakes; we all commit sins from time to time (Romans 3:9-23). A person in sin

needs correction so that he will leave sin behind. "And on some have compassion,

making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating

even the garment defiled by the flesh" (Jude 22-23). Telling a person that his

current course is wrong is called a rebuke.   Rebuking the sinner is a particular duty

of elders and preachers. Elders must be "able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and

convict those who contradict. For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers

and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped,

who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake

of dishonest gain" (Titus 1:9-11). Preachers are to "Preach the word! Be ready in

season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and

teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for

themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned

aside to fables" (II Timothy 4:2-4). What you are requesting is that I fail in my duty

as a preacher to rebuke the gainsayers, such as yourself. 

Such inaction is one of the reasons Israel fell. "His watchmen are blind, they are

all ignorant; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving

to slumber. Yes, they are greedy dogs which never have enough. And they are

shepherds who cannot understand; they all look to their own way, every one for his

own gain, from his own territory" (Isaiah 56:10-11). Like a guard dog who does not

sound a warning, Israel's watchmen did not give warning when the people strayed

into sin. As a result they brought judgment upon themselves. "Son of man, I have

made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My

mouth, and give them warning from Me: "When I say to the wicked, 'You shall

surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his

wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his

blood I will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn

from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you

have delivered your soul" (Ezekiel 3:17-19). No, I believe I will not follow that

worn path of failure in letting the wicked lie in peace.

In addition, your judgment brings condemnation on past preachers. The apostle

Paul warned Timothy, "Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the

Lord repay him according to his works. You also must beware of him, for he has

greatly resisted our words" (II Timothy 4:14-15). Or earlier when Paul said, "But

shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And

their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who

have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and

they overthrow the faith of some" (II Timothy 2:16-18). Your declaration is that

it is wrong to say that others are in sin; hence, you have placed yourself in the

position of condemning Paul. 

No, sin must be rebuked and those living in sin must hear the rebuke. Even

though you and others will not listen, there is always hope that the truth will reach

the heart of some.


