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DO ALL ROADS LEAD TO HEAVEN? Part 6
 By Irven Lee

 When people have gone beyond the
doctrine of Christ they have cut
themselves off from God. (2 John 9-11.) If
they add to God's word, God will add the
plagues. (Rev. 22:18,19.) If they preach
another gospel they pervert the gospel of
Christ and stand accursed. (Gal. 1:6-12.)
Should Paul have written to the Galatians
and to the Corinthians to warn them? Was
he judging them in a sinful way or was it
righteous judgment? When religious
people have obviously changed the
pattern of church government, baptism, the
Lord's Supper, the work or mission of the
church, the plan of salvation, church music,
etc., they need help. "Knowing therefore the
terror of the Lord, we persuade men." (2
Cor. 5:11.) When a good man speaks the
truth in love in trying to help these
people, please do not sit off and criticize,
hindering his worthy effort, by saying,
"He is judging." He is commanded to use
righteous judgment in fighting a good
fight for the truth.

It is because the doctrines of men make
our worship vain that we need to fight a
good fight. (Matt. 15:9; I Tim. 1:18; Eph.
6:10-19; Jude 3. Are you willing to read
these?) Our weapons are not carnal, but they
are "mighty through God to the pulling
clown of strongholds." (2 Cor. 10:4,5.)
We must wrestle against sin. The jelly fish
attitude of compromise, flattery, and the
condoning of error was not a trait of the

Master. He sought to change the "status
quo," not to approve it. Preachers are not
sent out into the world to keep it as it is.
They are to seek to make the changes that
will improve it. There is a price to pay for
telling the whole counsel, but loyalty to
Christ and love for the souls of men should
demand it of us all. (2 Tim. 3:12; Luke
6:46; Matt. 5:10-12.) Let us pray for
boldness rather than for the love of error.
(Eph. 6:18,19; Acts 4:29.)

Sometimes after a very practical lesson to
the church, some good member will
jokingly say: "You sure would have hit them
if they had been here." Is it not actually true
that people do tend to push the truth aside
by thinking of some living or dead
relative or friend as if the sermon were
preached to these who could not hear it?
Sermons are preached to those present, and
if the preacher is a faithful man of God,
he is trying hard to help you and others
who are present. Do not allow concern for
a dead friend or sympathy for a living
friend hinder you from hearing the truth.
If every way is safe, why are there so many
warnings about false teachers in the good
Book? We are to walk by faith that comes
by hearing the word of God. We are to be
judged by this book, and each individual
will be on his own at judgment day.
Awake to righteousness. Turn from the
very common careless unconcern and
indifference. Such an attitude is based on

ignorance of God's righteousness and a
failure to investigate. Be noble and search
the scriptures. (Acts 17:11.) Lean not on
your own understanding. (Prov. 3:5.)

Some have no real convictions because
they have lost their faith, or they have
very little faith. To them the Bible is a
book and not the book. We would expect
them to say that they do not believe in
preaching against other people's religion.
They think of religion as a psychological
sedative, at most. They think that this life
is the only life and if a man likes his
superstitions, let him keep them. The
church, according to these people, could
well be a glorified country club, providing
pleasant social life for all ages. It does not
matter to them which church sponsors the
steak supper, the scout troop, or the ball
team. They do not know of sin, salvation,
and heaven. Their Christ is a man who
died long ago and is still dead.
Men of strong faith who love the Lord
recognize His authority and the
narrowness of truth. (Matt. 28:18-20;
Eph. 1:22,23; 4:1-6.) Their earnest desire
is to preach the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth to those who are
present and willing to hear. Their teaching
includes the many positive principles of
righteousness, and they oppose men's
changing these principles. They believe
that their own salvation and that of their
friends may well depend on their earnest
contention for the faith that was once for
all delivered unto the saints. (Jude 3.)

The lax and careless attitude held by
many in American Protestantism has
come into the church that claims to speak as
the oracles of God. (1 Peter 4:11.) One of
the greatest marks of this digression, that
shows up often in private contacts, is that
changes in the organization, work, and
worship of the Lord's church are not
considered serious. "We are all going to
the same place," they say. "We ought not

to be so narrow." Institutionalism is only
one chapter in this big story of digression
unfolding before us among so-called
churches of Christ. There are more and
more people who claim to be Christians
only who would not even enjoy hearing a
preacher in the pulpit read: "There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and in you all." (Eph.
4:4-6.) The book that is to be opened
before us at the judgment reads as it always
has read since it was first given by the
Holy apostles and prophets who spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. It is
not a signboard saying "The Church of
Christ Meets Here" that saves. Neither is
it the building beyond that sign that saves.
Even the people that meet in that building
cannot guarantee your salvation. Several
of those who attend there may be lost. The
necessary thing is that we actually do the
will of the Father in heaven as the Master
taught in Matt. 7:21. Each individual is
on his own. It is true that the Lord adds to
the church those who are being saved.
(Acts 2:47.) We may be sure that He adds
to His church of which He was speaking
when He said, "I will build my church."
(Matt. 16:18.) He does not approve of
churches with different doctrines and
practices. He would refer to these as false
doctrines and to those who advance them
as false teachers. He would say, "Beware
of false prophets." Our great task is to
please Christ who is to judge us all
according to His word. He has told us
before what He expects. He is not trying to
surprise us as to the basis of His final
judgment. Do not allow living or dead
relatives or friends to hinder your searching
of the scriptures. Study to show yourself
approved of God. (2 Tim. 2:15.) The Lord
may long ago have removed the candlestick
from some group which meets behind the



"Church of Christ" sign. It takes more than
claim or pretense, but the real divine plan
for His church is beautiful.

We are not saying that all children should
follow a different pattern of religion from
their parents. We are saying that Christ
must come first in our choice of religion.
Our Lord's comment is that "he that loveth
father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me." (Matt. 10:32-39.) We are to
seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness. (Matt. 6:33.) Please free
yourselves from all alliances that would
hinder your doing the will of the Father
who is in heaven. The way of truth and
holiness is narrow, but it leads unto life.
(Matt. 7:13,14; Isa. 35:8; 2 Peter 2:2.) It
is sad but true that the way of truth now is
and has always been evil spoken of. Sin is
deceitful. (Heb. 3:12,13.) There are many
false teachers of whom we should beware.
(Matt. 7:15; I John 4:1.) These are things
we have been saying and plan to continue
saying.

Parents and friends in error are not the
only powerful influences that hinder our
seeing the truth. The love of money and
material things that money can buy may
win our love until this materialism
becomes our God. (Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:5; 1
Tim. 6:7-12.) This is a pleasure mad
world seeking money at any price, even at
the loss of the soul. (Matt. 16:46.) This
pleasure is but for the moment, and
heaven is lost by the worship of this idol.
Are you too busy in the rush for money
and pleasure to worship the God who
made you?

Some heartily say that they agree that
we must go by the Bible, but they
suppose that all preachers do go by the
Bible because they all do sometimes read
from it. One confused man told me of
going to a religious discussion. He could
hardly stand it, he said, because one speaker
would get up and read his doctrine out of

the Bible and then the other would get up
and deny it and also read from the Bible.
The preachers were teaching opposite
doctrines, so at least one was misusing the
Bible. The word of God can be handled
deceitfully. (2 Cor. 4:2.) The devil could
quote scripture. (Matt. 4:6.) Here is the
place for the righteous judgment which
the Lord commands. (John 7:24.) "For
every one that useth milk is unskillful in
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that
are of full age, even those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil." (Heb.
5:13,14.)

Please remember that servants of the
devil can use scripture out of context to
prove whatever they desire to prove. No
better proof of this could be found than the
use of the Old Testament scriptures
concerning the return of the Jews from
captivity to prove that Christ is to return
soon to Jerusalem to set up an earthly
kingdom. Some are deceived and say, "He
read it right out of the Bible." We should
rightly divide or handle aright the word of
truth. Beware! Take heed! Be not
deceived!

We and all others should know we have
an adversary. "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast
in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world. (1 Peter
5:8,9.) We should also know that the devil
appears as an angel of light and his
servants as ministers of righteousness. (2
Cor. 11:12-15.) There is a great
difference between the man who uses the
Bible to deceive and the one who
faithfully and skillfully uses it to save
souls. "And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, pastors and

teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive." (Eph. 4:11-14.) We must not speak words of approval for
all that goes on in the name of religion. Much is serious error, and from the
wrong motives. (Titus 1:11; 2 Peter 2:3; 2 Tim. 4:3; Phil. 3:17-19; Rom.
16:17,18.) Read these passages carefully and prayerfully and then walk
circumspectly. (Eph. 5:11-17.) Beware of false prophets.


