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DO ALL ROADS LEAD TO HEAVEN? Part 5
 By Irven Lee

It is a thing to cry about rather than
a thing for which one should
rejoice. One way to make worship
absolutely vain or useless is to teach
for doctrines the commandments of
men. (Matt. 15:9.) That is the very
basis of human denominations
whose names, government, worship,
and terms of entrance are not even
mentioned in the Bible. I am trying
to arouse the fear and trembling
that would cause you to search the
scriptures and take heed lest you
fall. (1 Cor. 10:12; Phil. 2:12;
Acts 17:11,12.) If people will open
theft eyes they will see that many
dangerous doctrines are abroad.
How can we persuade them to
"strive to enter in"? (Luke
13:23,24.)

An outstanding belief of the
American public is that none
should preach against the doctrines
and practices of other religious
people. There is one thing, at least,
we can say for this attitude. It is far
different from the Spirit of those
who beat, imprisoned, burned, or
killed with the sword those with

whom they differed. Many of the
wars, much of the civil strife, and
much of the cruelty to millions of
tortured people have been in the
name of religion. Many bitter
modern conflicts are between
religious groups. We may marvel
at the spiritual blindness of such
people who so completely ignore
the teaching of the Lamb of God
whom they claim to honor.

Christ sent His disciples out as
sheep, but not as wolves. They
used no carnal weapons even
though they suffered much at the
hands of others. They were to turn
the other cheek, but they were not
to smite the cheek of the other.
They were sent out to teach the
whole counsel of God even though
this brought suffering to them.
They suffered for righteousness'
sake, but they did not form rock-
throwing mobs to destroy others.
These servants under the direct
influence of the Christ were as
doves and sheep, not causing
others to suffer. They were taught
to overcome evil with good. (Rom.

12:17-21.)
What do people mean when they

say that they do not believe in
preaching against other people's
religion? Do they mean that one
cannot be wrong in his religious
beliefs to need warning? It is easy
to be wrong in religion, and it is
very serious because eternity is
involved. Few find the narrow way
that leads to life, and many go the
broad way to destruction. (Matt.
7:13,14.) Should we be concerned
that many are following a perverted
gospel? (Gal. 1:6-12.) Would it
make sense to give our smile of
approval to the soul-destroying
perversions? Grievous wolves will
draw away disciples after them.
These wolves may be in sheep's
clothing. The Christ, Paul, John,
and other Spirit guided men
warned of the danger. (Please take
time to read Matt. 7:13-15; Acts
20:29-31; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John
4:1.) People need to be warned of
the danger of teaching the wrong
doctrine because men, or even an
angel, will stand accursed before
God if he teaches a perverted
gospel. (Gal. 1:6-12; Titus 3:9-11;
1 Tim. 6:3-5.) The blind followers
of such teachers are also lost and
need to be warned. (Matt. 15:1-4.)

Each man should give diligence to
make his own calling and election
sure, and he should reprove, rebuke,
exhort, as well as instruct and warn
others because there is great danger

in heresy. (2 Tim. 4:1-5; 2:15-18;
Titus 1:11-13; 2:15; 2 Peter 1:10;
Phil. 2:12; I Cor. 10:12; Heb.
3:12,13.) This message will come
through with great force if you will
take time to read and study these
re fe rences  carefu l ly and
prayerfully. Will you take the
time?

We are to love our enemies. We
are to harm none. For love's sake
we should teach, warn, reprove,
and rebuke every creature. This is
the Master's will. It is the truth, and
only the truth, that makes men free.
(John 8:31,32.) Speaking the truth
in love is an act of friendship and
ought to be appreciated. (Acts
20:17-32; Eph. 4:15.) Paul's
question in Gal. 4:16 is still a good
one. He asked: "Am I therefore
become your enemy, because I tell
you the truth?" Many books of the
New Testament were written to
warn and rescue people from the
deadly effects of false teaching--to
speak against their religious
doctrines and practices, if you will.
Read the letters to the Galatians
and to the Corinthians, for
examples. Paul loved them enough
to tell them the truth with great
plainness of speech.

When people say that they do not
believe in preaching against others'
religion, they are usually saying that
it is always an example of ugly self-
righteousness to do it. They may
sometimes be simply saying that



they think it will do no good and
will only win their III. will. For our
own spiritual welfare we need to
warn of error because we want to
be pure from the blood of others.
"Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I am pure from the blood
of all men. For I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of
God." (Acts 20:26,27.) Good is
accomplished by such bold
preaching. A bold proclamation of
truth does awaken some. Many
true Christians today were once in
grievous error. Think of the great
soldiers of Christ who fought a
good fight in the pagan world
nineteen hundred years ago. It is
this earnest contention for truth that
men need to turn them from
"darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins,
and may have an inheritance
among them which are sanctified
by faith." (Acts 26:18; Jude 3.)

Yes, the very books of the New
Testament were very bold and frank
efforts to warn against and correct
error. Such can also be said about
the teaching of Christ. He warned
His disciples to beware of the
"doctrine of the Pharisees and of
the Sadducees." (Matt. 16:12.)
There were no more popular or
influential denominations among the
Jews in that generation. He did not
say that both movements were
right. Christ loved these people well

enough to preach the truth to them
even though it led to His
crucifixion. He died for sinful men,
but He did not condone theft
errors; nor did He flatter them to
keep them satisfied in damnable
heresy. Read these sad words from
the Master's sermon: "Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? and then
will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, you that
work iniquity." (Matt. 7:22,23.)
Was it ugly to warn these people
while they had time to repent?
Would it be today? Would it not be
rather an act of friendship?

Maybe the millions of Americans
who say that they do not believe in
preaching against other people's
religion are thinking of judging. At
least, we can say that such people
often quote part of Matthew 7:1,
out of context. They say: "Judge
not, that ye be not judged." That is
what Jesus said as He began this
great teaching on judging, but the
Master Teacher said more. He made
it clear that He was talking of the
harsh, unfair criticism of the
hypocrite, who, with a beam in his
own eye, was staring at the speck in
his brother's eye. This man could
have seen more clearly to help his
brother if he had removed the log
from his own eye. Christ was not

 asking that we never do any kind of judging, which would be the same
as forbidding our using any kind of judgment.

Judgment is the mental process by which we are able to see differences
and likenesses. It is discernment or good common sense. According to the
Christ, we are to "judge, not according to appearance, but judge righteous
judgment." (John 7:24.) Righteous judgment is not forbidden, as is the
harsh judgment of the hypocrite. In fact, in becoming Christians, and in
continuing as faithful Christians, we must distinguish between good and
evil. Men of God are commanded to reprove, rebuke, exhort, and warn
others. This could not be done properly without the "righteous judgment"
that Christ commands. (See Titus 1:13; 2:15; 2 Tim. 4:1-5; Acts 20:29-
31.) As we develop skill in righteous judgment, we come to be of the
"same mind and the same judgment." (1 Cor. 1:10.) One cannot be a
Christian without this righteous judgment that we "may approve things that
are excellent." (Phil. 1:10.) It is very unfortunate that Christ is accused of
forbidding good men to judge so they can make wise decisions, correct
their own lives and the lives of their friends, and give moral support to
those who are standing firmly for the truth.

Some are looking for faults in others in order to slander. Some see
faults in those they love and use wisdom and patience in helping them
make correction. These two types of judgment are as opposite as daylight
and darkness. Parents need to judge wisely in dealing with their children.
Love should fill the hearts of mature Christians when they see and deal with
faults in brethren. (Gal. 6:1; James 5:19,20.) Faultfinding that one may
slander, and rebuking that others may be sound in the faith are as unlike
as day and night. Since heresy must come, and it can damn the soul, we
need to work out our salvation with "fear and trembling," and exhort "one
another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin." (Heb. 3:13; 1 Cor. 11:19; 2 Peter 2:1-3.)
This takes "righteous judgment" which is commanded. Please do not
overlook this fact.

Sometimes we may tell ourselves and others one thing as an explanation
of our actions and attitudes when there is another subconscious reason.
We may say that we do not believe in preaching against other people's
religion when our desire for their praise and friendship is far greater than
our interest in their spiritual safety.  (Continued next week)

“Examine Yourself, do you not know yourself AS TO
WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE FAITH!”


