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DO ALL ROADS LEAD TO HEAVEN? Part 4
 By Irven Lee

From the parable of the sower we
might say that there are three
chances out of four that those who
hear the word will be lost. (Matt.
13:1-23.) The preaching made no
impression on the hearts of those
represented by the wayside soil.
The shallow soil type believed for
a while but in time of temptation
fell away. Those represented by the
thorny soil never had time enough
to worship, study, and work as they
should for the Lord. The cares,
riches, and pleasures took their
time. The good soil that did
produce a harvest were the honest
and good hearts who received the
word and brought forth fruit with
patience. Some of those "good"
people that are referred to by some
one who is looking for something
to criticize in the doctrine of Christ
are like some of those in the first
three types of soil. We tend to
overlook the indifference and
weakness of faith on the part of
dear "Uncle John'" who petted us
when we were children. We would
assign him a place in heaven, but

the Lord may not. It would be
much better for us to give less
thought to being conformed to and
satisfied with the world, and rather
be transformed by the renewing of
our minds so that we may be living
illustrations of the good, acceptable,
and perfect will of God. (Rom.
12:1,2.) Let the inspired instruction
and examples be our whole
concern in our seeking of the way
that leads to life.

The Jews who crucified Christ
did it through ignorance. (Acts
3:17; Luke 23:34; I Cor. 2:8.)
They were upholding the traditions
of their fathers and leaders, but
they were seriously wrong.
Religious people are not infallible
patterns. The apostles and the Christ
before them tried to point out the
serious errors, but the eyes of many
were closed and their ears stopped.
(Matt. 13:15.) They were bitter
toward the Christ for questioning the
traditions of their ancestors. (Matt.
15:1-14; Mark 7:1- 13.) Search the
scriptures and obey them for the
Lord's sake, for your salvation, and

for the influence you may have on
the lives you touch.

Christ said, "Upon this rock I
will build my church." (Matt.
16:18.) "Christ loved the church and
gave Himself for it, that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that
He might present it to Himself a
glorious church not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be Holy and without
blemish." (Eph. 5:22-27.) The
church which we speak of is the
one which the Lord purchased with
His blood. (Acts 20:28.) Christ is
"the head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in
all." (Eph. 1:22,23.) This clearly
states that the church is His body
and this same book says, "There is
one body." (Eph. 4:4.) What does
this mean? Be careful. How many
churches are named and described
in the New Testament? Christ
prayed earnestly, "That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and ! in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me
I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: I in them,
and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me." (John 17:21-23.) Do

you mind my quoting these verses?
I sincerely hope it is not offensive.
They are, as you know, from the
good book. They should make me
walk very carefully as well as you.
We must not let money, pleasure,
family loyalty, or prejudice hide
the truth. In those early days "the
Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved." (Acts
2:47.)

To which church did the Lord add
the saved? Is there one church
described in the New Testament, or
does it describe three hundred
churches with different terms of
entrance, forms of worship, types of
government, assignments or work or
mission, standards of morals, and
names? The truth is that the Lord
had His plan from all eternity, and
many men have come up with their
own plans which differ very much
from the one described in the New
Testament. In speaking of His own
mission, the apostle to the Gentiles
said: "Unto me, who am less than the
least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ; and to make all
men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ: to the intent that
now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be
known by the church the manifold



wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Eph.
3:8-11.)

The church as planned by God,
purchased and built by Christ,
established on the first Pentecost
after the resurrection under the direct
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and
spread over the world by the
preaching of the Holy apostles and
prophets, was a manifestation of the
many sided (manifold) wisdom of
God. The present confused,
conflicting, and divided state of
religion with its emotionalism,
modernism, false prophecies,
emphasis on recreation and country
club type of social life, and
disregard for the kingship of the
risen Christ who died for our sins
is a manifest token of the work of
the devil. Please do not allow
yourself to be among those who
praise the present confusion of
tongues on religious matters in
preference to the beauty, wisdom,
and remarkable simplicity of the
church as described in the New
Testament. There were problems in
the churches in the first century,
but it was not plagued and
hindered by denominationalism
that reigns supreme today. One
great purpose served by the books of
the New Testament was to correct
the errors of that day for those
churches and for all that would
follow through the centuries. The

epistles did not praise them for the
different doctrines and practices.
They were rebuked for the
perverted gospel and warned that
more would come. Please read the
following passages and observe the
plainness of the rebukes and even
the tears of the apostles as they
thought on these damnable
heresies. (2 Peter 2:1-3; Acts
20:29-31.)

Let us show by more direct
quotations that the Bible does not
teach that doctrine does not matter.
Denominationalism such as we
know today was foretold, and that
was what the apostles were
fighting. They were not saying that
sincerity was enough or that
doctrine did not matter. "I marvel
that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel:
which is not another; but there be
some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But
though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we said before, so say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed. For
do I now persuade men, or God? or
do I seek to please men? For if I
yet pleased men I should not be the
servant of Christ. But I certify you,
brethren, that the gospel which was

 preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." (Gal. 1:6-12.)
Should you read this again with the question in mind as to whether one
group who teaches another religious doctrine is just as safe as the one who
teaches the doctrine that Paul taught? Does doctrine matter? No other sin
is condemned in the New Testament as many times as the sin of teaching
the wrong doctrine. Check this carefully for yourself. In earlier
generations in America, religious people had more conviction and were
not so inclined to think that every one was right. There were divisions, but
each group thought it was right. Unity on "nothingness" is a doctrine of
this generation especially.

"Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so
as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the
cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)" (Phil. 3:17-19.)
Does this sort of thing have any parallel in our modern religious situation?
Do you see why conscience will not let me make a statement giving blanket
approval to all religious movements? There is no pleasure in being
different or in being in conflict with neighbors, relatives, and friends.
Please believe this. Conscience is the driving force in pleading with
people to speak as the oracles of God. {1 Peter 4:11.) Eternity is too long
to approach the day of judgment unprepared. (Matt. 7:21-23.)

The clearest explanation of the origin and cause of denominationalism
that I know of is found in the first three verses of Romans ten. "Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For
I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish theft own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God." Can we not see that their own
righteousness would not save? They were lost through ignorance of God's
righteousness. Do you suppose that those working out the mergers in
modern denominationalism have needed Bibles in their counsel meetings?
Think about this. They did not come up with the Bible pattern for church
work, church government, worship, or even the plan of salvation revealed
so clearly in the book of Acts. (Cont. Next Week) 

IF YOU LIE DOWN WITH DOGS - DO NOT BE SURPRISED
THAT YOU ARE GOING TO GET UP WITH FLEAS!


