
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 4, No. 46 Edited by John Cripps February 26th, 2017

DO ALL ROADS LEAD TO HEAVEN? Part 3
 By Irven Lee

Paul said that in the gospel age that
which avails is faith (which is based
on the right information) which
works by love (with the right
attitude). (Gal. 5:6.) Again, he said,
'Speaking the truth (the right
information) in love' (the right
attitude). (Eph. 4:15.) While
attitudes are so important, we must
not minimize the fact that we must
have the truth. No amount of
sincerity and uprightness of
purpose can compensate for a lack
of truth. In this matter there are
four possibilities open to us.

"1. One may have the wrong
attitude and the wrong information.
There are many in error because
they do not want the truth. There
are those who have voluntarily
closed their eyes and stopped their
ears. (Matt. 13:14,15; John 7:17;
3:20.) Those in this category
rejoice in error and not in truth. (1
Cor. 13:6.) There are some who are
not only ignorant of the truth but
who are arrogantly proud of that
ignorance. Such cannot be saved.

"2. Some have the wrong attitude

but the right information. Every
case in the New Testament where
the truth was preached but rejected
by those who heard was of this
kind. The rich young ruler learned
the right information, but his
attitude to- ward the truth was such
that he prized his wealth above it.
(Matt. 19:16-22.) In Acts 7,
Stephen's audience learned the truth
but killed the preacher because
their attitude was wrong. Many in
the church are that way. They
know where their duty is, but they
do it not. (James 4:17.) This may
apply to attending the services,
giving, personal work, godly lives,
or even to the problems over which
churches have divided in recent
years. When elders say, 'I know
what you say is truth, but you
cannot preach it here,' then they
have the wrong attitude toward
truth. In teaching the alien sinner
we must impart the right
information, but it must not be
done with a know-it-all, haughty
Spirit. In reclaiming the wayward
child of God, we must teach the

truth about his true condition
before God, but this must be done
in the 'Spirit of meekness.' (Gal.
6:1.)

"3. Some have the right attitude
but the wrong, information. Every
case of conversion in the Bible was
like that. Here were people who
wanted to do right but who simply
did not have a knowledge of the
truth. When they learned the truth
they readily accepted it because
theft hearts were right. Saul of
Tarsus was ready to do whatever
God wanted him to do. (Acts
23:1.) Cornelius wanted to 'hear all
things commanded thee of God.'
(Acts 10:33.) The jailer was
baptized 'the same hour of the
night' when the gospel was
preached to him. His attitude was
right. Wouldn't it be wonderful if
all people every where had the
attitude manifested by these?

"4. Thank God, there are those
who have the right information and
the right attitude. If we stand before
God in judgment having either the
wrong attitude or the wrong
information we will be lost. Let
each of us examine his own heart
to determine his attitude, and then
let us keep our minds open and
receptive to divine truth. Only in
this way can we please God."
Think for a minute of Saul of
Tarsus and Cornelius, as
mentioned by Connie Adams in the
article above. It would have been a

different story if they had been
limited to the belief of their
parents. There is no hint that they
were eager to show disrespect for
their parents, or that they did show
such disrespect. Such men as they
became would be an honor to any
worthy father. If their parents were
still alive they would now have an
opportunity to learn the truth that can
make men free from these happy
converts to the gospel of Christ.
Cornelius had kinsmen and near
friends ready to hear Simon Peter.
(Acts 10:24.) Saul, or Paul, visited
Tarsus, his home town. (Acts 9:30.)
If his parents were still living we
may be sure that they heard the
wonderful words of life. Lydia, the
Philippian jailer, the Ethiopian
nobleman, and others who could be
mentioned obeyed the gospel when
they heard it. They knew, and we
all should know, that our first
allegiance is to God. The big
question concerns the will of God.
What is His will?
There are other questions often
asked by people who are hesitating
to obey the gospel. "Do you mean to
say that my Uncle John is lost? ....
What about my mother who died
last year?" I did not know your
Uncle John or your mother, nor am
I the judge. Concern is expected,
but we must get our minds back to
the will of God concerning what
one must do to receive the gift of
His grace. "But," you may ask,



"what will happen to all these good
neighbors?" The answer is that each
will give account to God for his own
deeds. (Rom. 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10;
John 5:28,29.) Are you ready now
to talk about the question: "Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?"
(Acts 9:6.) You will have enough
to answer for in answering for your
own deeds, and it is absolutely
impossible for you to change for
better or worse the destiny of those
who are already dead. If love for
God prompts you to obey that form
of doctrine delivered you (Rom.
6:7,8), there may be opportunities to
change the direction of several who
yet live. Think of your
descendants. Your responsibility
points that way. Most of the
hundreds of your ancestors, both
good and bad, have gone to meet
their Maker. You cannot help them.

Honestly, I fear that most of these
hundreds of dead ancestors (both
yours and mine) and most of those
millions of neighbors will be lost.
"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for
wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat:
because strait is the gate and narrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life
and few there be that find it.
Beware of false prophets which
come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening
wolves." (Matt. 7:13-15.) Peter
said that many would follow the

pernicious ways of the false
prophets who bring in damnable
heresies. (2 Peter 2:1-3.) Luke
records a conversation between our
Lord and some one from the
audience. This one asked: "Lord, are
there few that be saved? And he said
unto them, Strive to enter in at the
strait gate: for many, I say unto
you, will seek to enter in and shall
not be able." (Luke 13:23,24.) The
popular idea seems to be that most
are saved. Listen to the funeral
sermons of all kinds of people.
Read these verses again and many
others similar to them, and then
"work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling." (Phil. 2:12; I
Cor. 10:12; Eph. 5:15; 2 Peter
1:10; etc.)

Look again in the verses
mentioned above for the word
"narrow.'' It seems that people are
more afraid of being narrow in the
sight of the crowd than of being
wrong in the sight of God. Human
beings are more likely to be
followers than independent
thinkers, so blind leaders and
grievous wolves can draw away
disciples after them. (Matt. 15:12-
14; Acts 20:29-32.) Please do not
doubt that there are many false
prophets and deceitful workers.
"But what I do, that I will do, that
I may cut off occasion from them
which desire occasion; that
wherein they glory, they may be
found even as we. For such are

 false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works." (2 Cor. 11:12-15; I John 4:1.) Do you believe
what these Holy men of God have written for our good by the guidance of
the Holy Spirit? If you believe these men then you can see reason for the
admonition given in Heb. 3:12,13: "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But
exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.' It is possible for believers to lose
their faith and be lost. If not, what do these verses mean?
We have written of the difficulty of converting people to the right way of
the Lord because they quote such authorities as "I think," "My mother
said," "Our preacher told me," and "Our church teaches." It seems so ugly
to people who quote such "authorities" that you would dare read from the
sacred writings statements that flatly contradict what these "authorities"
have said. They then bluntly state that every one has a right to his own
views! Does the Lord have any right to His own views which evidently
contradict these "authorities"? Whom shall we follow? What if there is
some sacrifice in following the way of truth and holiness that leads to life?
What if it is narrow and few find it? Listen carefully! "If any man will do
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it is of God, or whether I
speak of myself." (John 7:17.) Do you believe this? Would you do His will
now if you knew it? Then search as did the noble Bereans, and you shall
find it. (Acts 17:11.) After it mentioned how they searched the scriptures

whether those things were so,
the next verse begins with these
significant words: "Therefore
many of them believed." Seek
and ye shall find. Please do
not close your eyes, stop your
ears, and harden your hearts as
some did when the Master
taught. (Matt. 13:10-16.) The
Master Teacher could not
reach such people, and neither
could the apostles.(Cont. Nxt

Week)


