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DO ALL ROADS LEAD TO HEAVEN? Part 1
 By Irven Lee

There are some things plainly
taught in the word of God that are
difficult to explain to our friends
because their minds are blinded by
their own thoughts, wishes, hopes,
and fears concerning others. Some
can hardly see what the Bible
teaches on a given subject because
they are thinking of the beliefs or
practices of their relatives and
friends, living or dead. We should
all seek the truth regardless of what
others may have thought or done,
and having learned we should obey
as quickly as did Saul of Tarsus, the
Philippian jailer, Cornelius, or the
three thousand on Pentecost. They
did not wait to consult some living
friend or to consider the belief of
some dead relative. When they
were sure of God's will, they
accepted without hesitation. We all
need to be sure we are right in
God's sight and then go ahead.
Each is judged as an individual and
should seek first the kingdom and
righteousness of God.

People do not reach heaven
accidentally, nor by some way

contrary to the Lord's will. We
should all give diligence to make
our calling and election sure or
none will enter in through the gate
into the city. (2 Peter 1:5-11.) The
idea that one can shut his eyes and
select some religion by chance and
certainly be right is a foolish idea. It
is possible to be wrong in religion,
and it is very serious to be wrong
in the sight of God. "Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity. Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built
his house upon a rock: and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that

house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. And every
one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: and
the rain descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it." (Matt.
7:21-27.)

We must all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ to give an
account of the deeds done in the
body, and these deeds will be
classed as good or bad. (2 Cor.
5:10.) There will be no other
classification. We will not be the
judges of our own deeds or of the
deeds of others, but Christ will be
the Judge, and His decisions will all
be final. There will not be another
field day for us to try in another
race. Nothing can change the
decision at that great day of
judgment, and it does matter what
the decision is. Eternity is involved.
"Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation."
(2 Cor. 6:2.) We must all work out
our own salvation with fear and
trembling because it is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the
living God. Our God is a
consuming fire. (Phil. 2:12; Heb.
10:26-31; 12:29.) Read and think
seriously.

Some seem to think that all
religious leaders are leading their

followers to heaven. What if some
present day leaders are like those
among the Pharisees and Sadducees
in the day of Christ? Many of them
had been blinded by the God of this
world, and if the blind lead the
blind both shall fall into the ditch.
(Matt. 15:14; 2 Cor. 4:3,4.) In our
day or in any other generation
Christ would say, "Woe unto you,
ye blind guides." (Matt. 23:16.
Read this whole chapter and see if
religious leaders can be wrong.)
"For I say unto you, That except
your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter
into the kingdom of heaven."
(Matt. 5:20.) Was Christ here
saying that we are all right and that
one religion is as good as another?
Was He saying that it is ugly to
question another's religion since one
is as good as another? We all need
to search the scriptures daily,
whether those things we hear are
so. (Acts 17:11,12.)

"Beware," "Be not deceived,"
"Take heed," "Be vigilant," "Try
the spirits," "Examine yourselves,"
and "If you do these things" are
from verses that we need to
consider. "Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's
clothing, but in- wardly they are
ravening wolves." (Matt. 7:15.)
These are words of the Savior. Who
is a false prophet? Is one who
teaches that which is false a false



prophet? Do all teach that which
will lead to heaven? Why were
these teachers compared to
ravenous wolves? Wolves and
sheep are not alike, and it is not
safe for the sheep and wolves to be
in the field together. We should be
able to tell the difference between
a wolf and a sheep. They are
different, you know.

The Spirit-guided apostle to the
Gentiles wrote: "I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore
watch, and remember, that by the
space of three years I ceased not to
warn every one night and day with
tears. And now, brethren, I
commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which
are sanctified." (Acts 20:29-31.)
Was it all right to speak perverse
things? Paul said that after his
departure grievous wolves would
speak perverse things to draw away
disciples after them. This, in brief,
is the explanation of how we got
the ancient denominations, is it
not? Paul warned night and day
with tears to save as many from
digression as possible, and he
commended them to the word of His
grace which could build them up in

the most Holy faith, and keep them
from falling. Why did he weep? Are
all religious movements right in the
sight of God? We and all others
should realize that our adversary
goes about as a roaring lion seeking
whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:6-
11.) To approve all religious
movements is contrary to the will of
God. Counterfeit religions is one of
the devil's devices. (2 Cor. 2:11.)

"Yea, and all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. But evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being
deceived. But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them. And
that from a child thou hast known
the Holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ
Jesus." (2 Tim. 3:12-15.) We
should all realize that no greater
danger comes to our souls than that
which comes from these evil men
who deceive. The popular doctrine
that nothing is wrong, but every
religious movement, doctrine, and
practice in religion is right
overlooks the fact that John was
right in his day when he wrote,
"Beloved, believe not every Spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets
are gone out into the world." (1
John 4:1.) Paul said they would

 come as wolves, and the Master asked that we beware. This is so
different from the Spirit of false security that claims that all religious
movements are right and that we should warn no one of error.

There is something that may be called pernicious ways or damnable
heresies, and there is something that is called the way of truth. Which would
you suppose the many will follow? Notice very carefully what the inspired
text says and believe it. "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scriptures is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but Holy men of God spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost. But there were false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken
of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not,
and their damnation slumbereth not." (2 Peter 1:20-2:3.) We and all
others must be able to discern between the Holy men of God who spoke
and those money-loving false teachers who brought destruction upon
themselves and upon the many followers of their pernicious ways. This
passage teaches that some roads do not lead to heaven, does it not? The
way of truth is what we all need. There are many counterfeit religions. Are
we able to realize the danger so that we may search the scriptures for the
way of truth which is mentioned? It was the right way of the Lord, but it
was "evil spoken of."

What any of us says does not become the standard by which men are
judged. If some say that there is a right way of truth and holiness that men
must find and follow if they would enter in through the gates into the city,
and others say that one faith is as good as another so that all religious people
are right, neither group of men would have the personal authority to make
their sayings binding. What does the Bible say? This is the real question.
Does your Bible teach that you need not be very concerned because it does
not matter what you believe since one way is as good as another? Have
you carefully studied to see whether there is reason to be concerned and
search? The Bible is a revelation of the will of God, and the Bible says the
same to all who are searching with honest hearts. (Cont. Next Week)

NOTHING SUFFERS FROM INVESTIGATION
EXCEPT ERROR!


