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Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown -
Part Five 

A. CASES OF CONVERSION
1. It would be much more simple for the man who honestly desires

the salvation of his soul to return to the Bible plan rather than
examine all the different practices of today. If those in the first
century were saved by God's plan then in existence, men can also
be saved by it today.

a. The Pentecostians
(1) The second chapter of Acts represents the first sermon of the

Gospel Dispensation. Beginning in Acts 2:14 and continuing
through Acts 2:36 there is one theme - Jesus Christ the Son of
God. The conclusion and results of this sermon are as follows:
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their hearts, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost...... Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls." (Acts 2:36-
38,41).

(2) The plan of God began with the preaching of the gospel, after
which men believed in Christ, repented of their sins, and were
baptized for the remission of sins.

b. The Ethiopian Eunuch
(1) In the eighth chapter of Acts the conversion of the Ethiopian

Eunuch is revealed. As he was riding along reading Isaiah
fifty-three, he was met by Philip who "began at the same

scripture, and preached unto him Jesus." The results of this
preaching, "And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water: what
doeth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he
commanded the chariot to stand still; and they went down into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no
more: and he went on his way rejoicing." (Acts 8:36-39). 

(2) His conversion is identical with those which have preceded it.
Philip preached unto him Jesus, he believed that Jesus is the
Son of God, changed his will, confessed his faith in Christ,
and was baptized.

c. The Philippian Jailor
(1) The sixteenth chapter of Acts has an account of the

conversion of a Roman jailor in the city of Philippi. In prison
under his safe keeping were Paul and Silas, who, at midnight,
were singing praises to God when an earthquake loosed every
one's bands. The jailor, awakened from sleep, "called for a
light and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before
Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what
must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord



Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And he
took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his straightway." (Acts
16:19-33).

(2) Notice: Those who heard believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
turned away from the world, and were baptized the same hour
of the night (mid-night).

B. TRUE DOCTRINE ESSENTIAL
1. Man's salvation is predicated upon taking heed in a two-fold

manner. Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 4:16, "Take heed unto thyself,
and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." 

2. It is evident that heed must be taken unto the teaching of the
Christ as well as unto our personal manner of living to be
eternally saved. 

a. It is possible to serve God in vain. Jesus once said in Matthew
15:9, "For in vain they do worship me. teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men." 

b. John also said in 2 John 9, "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

C. A RESTORATION
1. There is nothing to be gained from tracing the history of any

religious group back through the years to its beginning. 
a. The only gain would be to prove an apostate body; because the

true church Jesus established on the day of Pentecost following
his resurrection apostatized and went astray. 
(1) Paul said in Acts 20:29, "For I know this, that after my

departing shall grevious wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them." 

(2) He also said in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, "Let no man deceive
you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdition."

2. So we are not interested in church succession, but in church
identity. We are interested in sowing the same seed, in order that
we may have the same crop and the same product. 

a. Jesus taught in Luke 8:11 that the word of the Lord is the seed of
the kingdom. If we plant the same seed, we will have the same
church, or kingdom, that existed back in the first century, because
"whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." (Galatians
6:7).
(1) Everything produces after its own kind. If you plant corn, then

you will reap corn at the harvest. If you plant cotton, then you
will harvest cotton. Everything produces after its own kind. If
you plant the seed of the church - the word of God - and that
alone, without any additions or any subtractions - you will
have the same church that Christ founded in the first century.

3. We are not seeking to reform any religious body. 
a. Nor attempting to establish a new or another church among

churches. We are seeking to restore - to rebuild that which
received God's approval in the first century. 

4. To build again the church with the same rule of faith and practice,
the same organization, the same worship, the same mission, and
which urges upon men the same conditions of salvation as the
church you can read about in your Bible.

5. "The Churches of Christ Salute You" - Romans 16:16
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