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Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown - Part

Four 
A. THE CHURCH AT WORK

1. The local congregation organized, worshiping and working after God's
pattern is the means through which God's manifold wisdom is made
known (Ephesians 3:10). The work of the church consists of
evangelism, benevolence, and edification.

a. Evangelism - The work of the church first, last, and at all times is that
of evangelism 
(1) It is impossible to have gospel fruits without first sowing the seed

of the kingdom (Matthew 13:3-8; 18-23). 
(2) There can be no faith apart from hearing the word (Romans

10:17). 
(3) Men cannot be drawn to God apart from being taught of Him

(John 6:44, 45). 
(4) The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto Salvation (Romans

1:16). 
(5) The word of God is the begetting power in the process of the New

Birth (1 Peter 1:23). Therefore, without the word, there can be no
salvation.

(6) The church is God's missionary organization. She is to be the
"pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15). The church in
Thessalonica was commended for a "sounding forth the word of
the Lord." The church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas into Asia
Minor. Later Paul, Silas and others went into Europe preaching the
gospel. The church, without other agencies, was so successful in
disseminating the gospel that in just a few years Paul could write,
"The gospel which ye have heard, and which was preached to
every creature which is under heaven" (Colossians 1:23).

(7) The churches in the first century were in-dependent, yet they did
cooperate in evangelism. Paul wrote, "I robbed other churches,
taking wages of them, to do you service" (2 Corinthians 11:8).
Churches cooperated, each sending directly to the preacher being

supported.
b. Benevolence - As in evangelism the local congregation is God's

organization to do the benevolence He has assigned to it. God limited
the benevolent work of the church to the care of needy saints. 
(1) Each congregation provided for those who had need among their

own number (Acts 2:44, 45; 4:32-35; 6:1-7). 
(2) One congregation (Antioch) sent to the relief of many (brethren

which dwelt in Judea) when they were destitute (Acts 11:27-30). 
(3) Many congregations (the churches of Galatia, Macedonia, and

Achaia) sent relief to one church (the church in Jerusalem) when
that congregation had more needy saints than it could care for out
of its own resources (Romans 15:25, 26; 2 Corinthians 8 and 9).

c. Edification - "Unto the edifying of itself in love" (Ephesians 4:16).
(1) "For the perfecting of the saints" (Ephesians 4:12). The word edify

means "to build up, strengthen, more firmly establish, instruct,
improve." This work of establishing Christians more firmly in the
truth is certainly the work of the church. 

2. When a congregation of God's people builds up or supports some other
organization to do the work God assigned to the local congregation it
becomes guilty of the following: 

a. Avoiding its God given obligation, 
b. Delegating, without divine sanction, its own responsibility, 
c. Substituting man's way for God's way, 
d. Reflecting on the wisdom of God, 
e. Denying the sufficiency of His organization. Every attempt on the part

of man to improve God's system has resulted in tragic failure.
B. No Christian desires that any fall and be lost, yet it can happen. Paul said

in Gal. 5:4,"Whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from
grace." We find a warning in Heb. 3:12, "Take heed, brethren, lest there
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living
God."

1. Jesus said in John 15:2, "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away." And, of course, we cannot say that every person who
falls by the wayside was never saved to begin with; we can't say that he
was never in Christ to start with, because Jesus makes it very plain and
very evident that the person was in him. He says, "Every branch in me."
That little phrase, "in me," destroys the idea that if one falls by the
wayside he never was saved to begin with. And in verse six Christ says,
"If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered;
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned."

a. So we are not surprised to find the Bible teaching that Christians must
be faithful to the end, that they must persevere to the very last, in order



to be eternally saved in heaven. Hence, Jesus said, "But he that
endureth unto the end the same shall be saved." (Matthew 10:22). And
in Revelation 2:10 we find, "be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life."

C. BAPTISM 
1. The Bible makes very plain the scriptural subjects of baptism. Jesus

commanded his disciples in Matthew 28:19, "Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them...... He also said in Mark 16:16, "He
that believeth and is baptized. . . . " The above passages are specific in
putting teaching, belief, and repentance before baptism. Therefore the
scriptural candidate for baptism must be a penitent believer in Jesus
Christ.

a. The Scriptures do not teach that one can be saved or blessed by water
alone. Now if a person with no teaching, no faith, and no repentance is
baptized and as a result is blessed or saved, is this not water blessing or
water salvation. There is no teaching, no faith and no repentance -
nothing but water. 
(1) Therefore, if a person is blessed by the act, he would be blessed or

saved by water alone. This is not the teaching of the Scriptures.
Instead, the Bible teaches that for one to be blessed by the act of
baptism it must be preceded by teaching, by faith, and by
repentance. Now I am sure that some of you have heard that
members of the church of Christ believe in water salvation. I trust
that I am making it clear that we do not believe that. We teach that
in order for baptism to be valid or effective, it must be preceded by
teaching, faith, and repentance.

D. ACT OF BAPTISM
1. The following chart illustrates graphically why members of the church

of Christ practice immersion rather than sprinkling or pouring. The
characteristics of baptism demand an immersion.

E. PURPOSE OF BAPTISM
1. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. . . . " (Mark 16:16).

Transpose the sentence "He shall be saved" - he who? "He that
believeth and is baptized." Thus baptism is essential to identifying the
man who shall be saved.

a. "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38). Baptism and
repentance are for the same purpose. Men do not repent because they
are saved but to be saved. Thus men are to be baptized to be saved.

b. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me." (John 14:6). There is no salvation outside of
Christ. Yet the only Bible way to enter Christ is to be baptized into
Him. "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ." (Galatians 3:27). Baptism is essential to getting into Christ
where salvation is.

c. There is no salvation apart from contact with the blood of Christ.
(Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 1:5). Jesus shed his blood in his death.
(John 19:34). We are "baptized into his death." (Romans 6:3-4).
Therefore we contact his blood by which we are saved in baptism.

2. Baptism Stands Between The Alien Sinner And All The Blessings
Listed In The Right Hand Column


