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Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown - Part

Three 
I. CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZATION

1. We desire to go back beyond all hierarchal systems of church
government; beyond all conferences, synods, conventions; beyond all
majority, preacher, or board's of directors rule; back to the simple
organization we can read about in the Bible.

2. Many times the term "church" is used in the Bible to apply to the
universal church; that is, all the saved as they constitute God's assembly
separated from the world. 

a. The Bible speaks of no earthly organization for this assembly. Nor is
an organic tie between local congregations revealed in the Bible.

b. Each local church was separate and independent from every other
local church. There was no tyranny of one church over another. There
was no system of church government larger or smaller than the
congregation. 

c. All congregations had the same foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11),
worship (John 4:24), gospel to preach (Galatians 1:6-9), and were
amenable to the same law (1 Corinthians 4:17).

d. Each church was free and independent, under the teachings of Christ,
to govern itself, carry on its own work and worship, and manage its
own affairs.

3. "The wisdom of God is seen in such an arrangement for His churches.
If one becomes corrupted in doctrine or affected by evil practices, other
churches would not be so affected. If dissension arose in one, it would
not spread to the others; if one perished, the others would not be dragged
down. If a window is made of one large pane, a break injures the entire
pane; but if it be made of several panes, it is not so bad to break one.
The independence of the churches is a protection for each one." -H. Leo
Boles

4. The Bible teaches that elders are to be appointed in every church (Acts
14:23). At Miletus Paul called for the elders of the church (Acts 20:17).
But when he spoke to them, he referred to them as bishops (American

Standard Version), overseers (King James Version) and warned them to
feed or to pastor the flock. (Acts 20:28). Thus these terms, elders,
bishops, overseers, and pastors apply to the same group of men.  

a. In each passage that refers to the elders, bishops, pastors, and
overseers in the church there is always a plurality mentioned (Acts
20:17, 28; 14:23; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5). Nowhere in the
Scriptures is there authority for one man's being appointed over
several local churches. Nor is there any authority for a one man rule
within the local church, preacher or otherwise. The only example of
one man rule is condemned by the apostle John (3 John).

b. It is the duty of elders to: 
(1) take heed to themselves (Acts 20:28), 
(2) Be guided by the word of God (Acts 20:32), 
(3) Be ensamples to the flock (1 Peter 5:3), 
(4) Take the oversight (1 Peter 5:2), 
(5) Take heed to the flock (Acts 20:28),
(6) Rule well (1 Timothy 5:17), 
(7) Feed the flock (Acts 20:28), 
(8) Watch for grievous wolves (Acts 20:29, 30), 
(9) Stop the mouths of vain talkers (Titus 1:11), 
(10) Admonish the church (1 Thessalonians 5:12), 
(11) Support the weak (Acts 20:35), and 
(12) Watch for the souls of the church (Hebrews 13:17).

c. It is the responsibility of the church to: 
(1) Know the elders (1 Thessalonians 5:12), 
(2) Esteem the elders highly in love (1 Thessalonians 5:13),
(3) Be submissive to the elders (Hebrews 13:17), 
(4) Obey the elders (Hebrews 13:17), 
(5) Receive not an accusation against an elder except before two or

three witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19), and 
(6) Remember and imitate the elders (Hebrews 13:7).

5. The local church is not fully organized until men are appointed to the
office of deacon (1 Timothy 5:13). 

a. However, those appointed must be fully qualified (1 Timothy 3:8-12).
They are to be helpers or servants of the church under the oversight of
and in assistance to the elders.

6. The organization of the local church is simple - elders, deacons,
members (Philippians 1:1) - yet the divine plan is greatly abused. Every
at-tempt to improve this plan has resulted in apostasy.

B. ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP
1. The worship engaged in is very simple, plain, and sincere. It is not

engaged in as entertainment. We are not trying to please ourselves, we



are trying to please God whom we worship in Spirit and Truth. Jesus
said in John 4:24, "God is a spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth." In spirit - with the proper attitude of
heart. In truth - according to the word of God (John 17:17). The
authorized acts of worship are as follows:

a. Teaching - "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles
doctrine...... (Acts 2:42). They were not commissioned to teach
politics, community spirit, patriotism, etc. They were to preach the
gospel (Mark 16:15) without additions or subtractions (Revelation
22:18,19) and without change (Galatians 1:6-9). The gospel is
sufficient to accomplish the mission of the church (Romans 1:16).

b. Prayer - To the church in Rome: "Continuing steadfastly in prayer"
(Romans 12:12). To the church at Corinth: "Give yourselves unto
prayer" (1 Corinthians 7:5). To the saints at Ephesus: "With all
prayer and supplication praying at all seasons in the spirit. . . ."
(Ephesians 6:18). To the church in Philippi: "In everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God" (Philippians 4:6).

c. Lord's Supper - "That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup,
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me" (1
Corinthians 11:23-25). "And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them . . ."
(Acts 20:7).

(1) Children of God are to partake of the Lord's supper on the first day
of each week. The ap-proved example shows the disciples partaking
on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Every week has a first day,
thus those following this example commune on the first day of
every week. Also, Christians are to commune as often as they give
for the time of each is authorized by the same language:

(2) Communion-"upon the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7).

d. Giving-"Upon the first day of the week" (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
(1) If one is the authority for a collection being taken every Sunday,

why is not the other authority to partake of the Lord's Supper every
Sunday?

e. Singing - "Speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your hearts to the Lord"
(Ephesians 5:19). "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto
God" (Colossians 3:16).

(1) Every passage in the New Testament which authorizes music in
worship specifies singing. Not one passage authorizes instrumental
music in worship. The apostles were to teach all things that Jesus
had commanded them (Matthew 28:20). They did not teach the use
of instrumental music. Therefore instrumental music is not
commanded by Jesus. Men are not to go beyond the doctrine or
teaching of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:6; 2 John 9). Jesus did not
teach the use of instrumental music; therefore, instrumental music
is not to be used in worship. If used, it must be by the
commandment of men. Jesus warned, "But in vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matthew
15:9).

(2) (Note: If you have brushed aside what has been said without serious
consideration let me challenge you to find Bible authority for in-
strumental music in worship. If you think it is easy consult your
concordance, Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, commentaries, helps,
etc., and find it. Be sure it is Bible authority. Will you accept the
challenge? Will you urge your preacher to do so?)

f. Giving - "Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave order
to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day of the
week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that
no collection be made when I come" (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). "Every
man ac-cording as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2
Corinthians 9:7).

(1) Though a tenth may be a
good place to begin in
considering how much to
give, there is no passage
in the New Testament that
approves of the practice
of tithing. To bind the Old
Testament law of tithing
upon men today is to
cause men to fall from
grace (Galatians 5:4).

2. No one can possibly know
what will please God in
worship except as God
himself has revealed it.


