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Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown - Part

Two 
FOUNDED BY JESUS CHRIST
I. The church we read about in the New Testament was not founded by Adam,

Abraham, David, John the Baptist, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Henry VIII, John

Wesley, Joseph Smith Jr., Mary Baker Eddy or any other than Jesus Christ, the

son of God. Jesus said, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon

this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"

(Matthew 16:18).

a.  Jesus here promised he would found or build His church.

2. The promise He made did not fail. 

a. The inspired scripture says, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to

all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to

feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood"

(Acts 20:28). 

b. The church belongs to him by right of purchase. He bought and paid for

it with His own blood.

3. He is the only head over it. The Bible says that God hath, "put all things

under his feed, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Ephesians 1:22-

23). "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; . . ." (Colossians 1:18). 

a. Thus He is its only lawgiver. "God, who at sundry times and in divers

manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these

last days spoken unto us by his Son . . ." (Hebrews 1:1-2). Jesus said,

"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth" (Matthew 28:18). 

b. His followers are commanded, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed,

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father

by him" (Colossians 3:17).

B. FOUNDED IN JERUSALEM OVER 1900 YEARS AGO

1. The Bible declares the church of Christ to have been established over 1900

years ago on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ. (The

events occurring on that day are recorded in Acts 2.) Although this is not

specifically stated, it is necessarily inferred in many ways. For in-stance:

a. Before the day of Pentecost all Bible references indicate that the church's

establishment and existence is yet in the future.

b. After the day of Pentecost all Bible references indicate that the church has

been established and is in existence.

c. Note the chart below indicating this truth:

Establishment of the church/Kingdom
ISA. 2:2-4 ;  712 B.C. ; I Tim. 3:15

 ¾  LAST DAYS -- JERUSALEM

       MIC. 4:1,2 ; 606 B.C. ; I Tim 3:15

¾  LAST DAYS - JERUSALEM

    DAN. 2:44 ; 603 B.C.

¾  IN THE DAYS OF THESE KINGS

    MATTHEW 3:1-2 ; 1 B.C.

¾  AT HAND

     MARK 4:17 ; 32 A.D.

¾  AT HAND

     MATTHEW 6:8-9 ; 31 A.D.

¾  TO COME

     MATTHEW 16:18 ; 32 A.D.

¾  WILL BUILD

     LUKE 10:9-10 ; 32 A.D.

¾  COME NIGH

     MARK 9:1 ; 32 A.D.

¾  SOME THEN LIVING

     MATTHEW 18:3 ; 32 A.D.

¾  HAD NOT ENTERED

     MARK 15:43 ; 33 A.D.

¾  WAITED FOR IT

     LUKE 22:18 ; 33 A.D.

¾  SHALL COME

    MARK 12:34 ; 33 A.D.

¾  NOT FAR FROM           
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                      IN   IT ; Rev. 1:9 ; 96 A.D.

                ¿  

  RECEIVED  IT ; Heb. 12:28 ; 64 A.D.

                                                     ¿

TRANSLATED INTO  ; Col. 1:13-14 ;

64 A.D.

                                            ¿      

BEGINNING ; Acts 11:15 ; 59 A.D.

                                     ¿            

ADDED TO  ; Acts 2:47 ; 33 A.D.

                  ¿                

SCRIPTURES POINT TOWARDS

SOMETHING COMING

THEN

POINTS BACK AT SOMETHING

THAT HAS COME
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The establishment of the church on the day of Pentecost is revealed by Scripture in

another way also:

d. Jesus said that the kingdom (or church) would come with power (Mark

9:1).

e. He also said that the power would come with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).

f. The Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost bringing the power (Acts 2:1-

4).

g. The kingdom was to come with power and the power came on the day of

Pentecost; therefore, the kingdom (or church) began on Pentecost.

2. The day of Pentecost, of which we have reference, came fifty days after the

crucifixion of Jesus. Its importance can be seen in the momentous events

that transpired that day:

a. This day was the beginning of the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:8).



b. This day was the beginning of the work of the Apostles as Ambassadors

of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20).

c. This day marks the beginning of the preaching of the gospel in its

perfection (Acts 2:14-36).

d. This day was the beginning of the reign of Christ on David's Throne

(Acts 2:20).

e. This day marks the first time anyone was baptized in the name of Christ

for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38-41).

f. This day was the beginning of the work of the Holy Spirit in conversion to

Christ through the word (John 16:7-13).

g. This day was the beginning of additions to the church of Christ (Acts

2:41, 47).

C. FOUNDED ON JESUS, THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

1. The church of Christ is built upon the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of God. "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

a. And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the,

living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou,

Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my

Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,

and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not

prevail against it" (Matthew 16:15-18). 

b. Jesus did not affirm that he was building the church on Peter. Notice:

"thou (2nd person) art Peter, and upon this (3rd person) rock I (1st

person) will build my church." Jesus (1st person) was talking to Peter

(2nd person) about the thing, the rock (3rd person), the truth Peter had

just confessed - that Jesus was the Christ, which was to be the foundation

of the church.

2. Other passages bear out this truth: 

a. "For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is

Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 3:11).

b. "Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ

Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone" (Ephesians 2:20). 

c. "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious

corner-stone of sure foundation" (Isaiah 28:16). 

d. Jesus applied this prophecy to himself (Matthew 21:42) and Peter applied

it to Him (Acts 4:11). 

3. Jesus is the sure foundation of the church.

D. THE CHURCH IS THE SAVED

1. The Bible teaches that men are to hear the saving gospel of Christ and

render obedience to it. As a result of obedience the Lord adds the saved to

the church (Acts 2:47). 

a. When one is purchased by the blood of Christ, thus saved (Ephesians

1:7), he becomes a member of the church for the church is what Christ

purchased with his blood (Acts 20:28). 

b. Therefore the church is the saved, and one cannot be saved unless he

becomes a part of the saved.

c. We read in Ephesians 2:16, "And that he might reconcile both unto God

in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." First, men are

reconciled unto God. Second, this is accomplished by the cross. Third, the

place of reconciliation is the body, the church that Jesus built (Ephesians

1:22-23).

d. Paul states in Ephesians 5:23, "For the husband is the head of the wife,

even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Saviour of the

body." Christ is the saviour. This passage affirms that Christ saves the

church. Thus to be saved each one must be in that which Christ saves, the

church.

E. NOT A DENOMINATION

1. The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 

a. "I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that

ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same

judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them

which are of the house of Chloe that there are contentions among you.

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos;

and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. IS CHRIST DIVIDED?' Religious

division is wrong.

2. Therefore, submitting to the appeal in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, with a desire

to obey God, Christ, and the Bible, we seek not to form a denomination or

"division" in this or any neighborhood or community, but simply to remain

Christians only, members of the church to which conversion to Christ

"added" us (Acts 2:47). 

3. This is what Christ prayed for in John 17:20-21.  "that they may all be

one."

F. ONE LORD - ONE FAITH - ONE BAPTISM

1. The inspired apostle said in Ephesians 4:5, "One Lord, one faith, one

baptism." 

a. The first century Christians did not have any more faiths than they had

Lords.

b. They had no more baptisms than they had Lords. 

(1) The same word that is used in speaking of the Lord is also used in

speaking of the number of faiths or baptisms - just one. 

2. It is evident they did not teach that one faith is just as good as another and

that it makes no difference what a man believes. 

a. Nor did they teach that one baptism is as good as another. 

b. They taught one Lord, one God, and one Holy Spirit. 

c. Likewise, man had need for only one body, one faith, and one baptism.

The world needs unity, not division.


