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LIFE IS A GIFT
There was a blind girl who hated herself because she was blind. She hated

everyone, except her loving boyfriend. He was always there for her. She told
her boyfriend, 'If I could only see the world, I will marry you...' One day,
someone donated a pair of eyes to her. When the bandages came off, she was
able to see everything, including her boyfriend...  He asked her, 'Now that you
can see the world, will you marry me?' The girl looked at her boyfriend and saw
that he was blind. The sight of his closed eyelids shocked her. She hadn't
expected that. The thought of looking at them the rest of her life led her to
refuse to marry him.

Her boyfriend left in tears and days later wrote a note to her saying: 'Take
good care of your eyes, my dear; for before they were yours, they were mine.'

This is how the human brain often works when our status changes. Only a
very few remember what life was like before, and who was always by their side
in the most painful situations. Life Is a Gift

• Today before you say an unkind word - Think of someone who can't speak.
• Before you complain about the taste of your food - Think of someone who

has nothing to eat.
• Before you complain about your husband or wife - Think of someone who's

crying out to GOD for a companion.
• Today before you complain about life - Think of someone who died too

early on this earth.
• Before you complain about your children - Think of someone who desires

children but they're barren.
• Before you argue about your dirty house someone didn't clean or sweep -

Think of the people who are living in the streets.
• Before whining about the distance you drive - Think of someone who walks

the same distance with their feet.
• And when you are tired and complain about your job - Think of the

unemployed, the disabled, and those who wish they had your job.
• But before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another -

Remember that not one of us is without sin.
• And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - Put a smile on your

face and think: you're alive and still around.

Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown - Part One
You are invited ..... To Investigate Our Plea . .
A. The world must believe! Christians must "be one!" Every lover of

God should be an ardent foe of religious division. He should strive
for unity among followers of Christ on the basis of what the Bible
teaches ... plea for the church as it was before men corrupted its
worship and doctrine ... plea for men to speak where the Bible
speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent ... plea for men to do
Bible things in Bible ways ... practice New Testament Christianity.

B. To Investigate The Terms Of Membership ...
1. The Gospel Of Jesus Christ is essential for it is the power of God

unto salvation. It contains three facts: Death - Burial - Resurrection
of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). These must be believed. It also
contains three commands: Repentance (Acts 17:30-31) -
Confession (Romans 10:9-10) - Baptism (Acts 2:38). These must
be obeyed. It contains three promises: Remission of sins (Acts
2:38) - Gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) - Promise of Eternal Life
(1 John 2:25). Upon belief and obedience to the gospel we are
saved for the promises of God are sure. Those who are thus saved
are added by the Lord to His church (Acts 2:47). None join or are
voted into the church of Christ.

II. You are invited to uphold these principles with The church of Christ
A. The Bible Speaks:

1. "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord"; (Ephesians 3:10-11).  

2. "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it" (Matthew 16:18).

3. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians
5:25-27).

4. "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28).



5. "And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head
over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him
that filleth all in all" (Ephesians 1:22-23).

6. "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 Timothy 3:15).

7. "Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47).

8. "Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute
you" (Romans 16:16).

9. "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, would without end" (Ephesians 3:21).

B. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
1. "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to

give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear": -1 Peter 3:15.

2. With this scripture in mind we herein set forth the reasons why we
are members of the church of Christ and why it exists in this
community. The characteristics, you will note, are those of the
church that you can read about in your Bible. We are making every
effort to build the church according to the pattern revealed in the
New Testament.

C. THE BIBLE THE ONLY RULE OF FAITH OR CREED
1. In the time of the apostles and for the first three centuries the Bible

was the only creed. 
a. The apostle Paul said in Philippians 3:16, "let us walk by the

same rule, let us mind the same thing." We know "that his
divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by
his own glory and virtue"

b. (2 Peter 1:3); that "Every scripture inspired of God is also
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction  which is in righteousness; that the man of God may
be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2
Timothy 3:16-17).

2. The following can be said of the Bible only: 
a. "This old Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the

way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of
believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its

histories are ture, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be
wise, believe in it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It
contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to
cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's
compass, the soldier's sword, and the Christian's charter. Here
paradise is restored, heaven opened, the gates of hell disclosed.
Christ is it's grand object, our good its design, and the glory of
God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide
the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine
of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of pleasure. It is given
you in life, will be opened in judgment, and be remembered
forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the
greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred
con-tents." No man-made creed can make this claim. 

b. How unnecessary such creeds are!
3. Human creeds cannot be defended. The following is from the works

of Benjamin Franklin: 
a. "First, any creed containing more than the Bible is

objectionable, because it does contain more than the Bible.
b. "Second, any creed containing less than the Bible is

objectionable, because it does contain less than the Bible.
c. "Third, any creed differing from the Bible is objectionable,

because it does differ from the Bible
d. "Fourth, any creed precisely like the Bible is useless, because

we have the Bible.”
e. "This covers the whole ground. There can be no other thought.” 

4. A creed must contain more than
the Bible, less than the Bible,
differ from it, or be precisely like
it. No man defends his creed on
the ground that it contains more
than the Bible, less than the Bible,
that it is different from the Bible,
or precisely like it. If a creed be
not defended on some of these
grounds, on what ground can it be
defended? 

5. Certainly on no ground
conceivable to mortal man."


