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The Scheme of Redemption; The Power of the Gospel -
by  Stan Cox  - Part Two

(Conclusion From Last Week)
The Logical Response to the

Preaching of the Gospel
Christians have been criticized in

the past for advocating that there
are five steps man must take to be
saved .  These  are easi ly
remembered, and concisely stated
as 1) Hear; 2) Believe; 3) Repent;
4) Confess; 5) Be Baptized. This
has been ridiculed as arbitrary,
contrived, shallow, and has been
slurred as "recipe salvation." In
reality, it is none of the above.
Rather, it succinctly states the
logical process a sinner goes
through from the time the gospel is
preached until his conversion. It is
also eminently scriptural. We will
discuss some of these "steps" in
greater detail later, but for now
note the logical sequence.
# Hear. Again, the gospel is the

power of God unto salvation.
But, "How then shall they call
on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall

they hear without a preacher?"
(Romans 10:14). One can not
respond to the singular power
to save (the gospel) unless he
has heard it. So, the first
logical step is to Hear the
gospel preached. "So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God" (Romans
10:17).

# Believe. When an individual
hears the gospel, he must make
a decision to either accept what
he has heard as truth, or reject
it. If he rejects it, he is lost.
The scripture clearly reveals
the necessity of faith in the
redemption of man. The
apostle Paul wrote, "For with
the heart one believes unto
righteousness" (Romans
10:10). In Ephesians 2:8 he
wrote, "For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God."

# Repent. Once a person believes
that Jesus Christ is his
Redeemer, he is faced with a

momentous decision. Is he
going to conform his life to the
requirements of God's will, or
determine to continue living
according to his own dictates.
Self-willed, or God's will? Just
as clearly as the necessity of
faith is taught, so also is the
necessity of repentance. Jesus,
in teaching that all are touched
by sin, said "unless you repent,
you will all likewise perish"
(Luke 13:3). When the Jews
on the day of Pentecost asked
what they had to do to escape
the guilt of their sin, Peter told
them they had to repent "for"
(in order to obtain) "the
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38).

# Confess. It is not enough to
simply change our way of
living, we must actively
campaign for our Master. Jesus
said, "Therefore whoever
confesses Me before men, him
I will also confess before My
Father who is in heaven. But
whoever denies Me before
men, him I will also deny
before My Father who is in
heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33).
We have an actual example of
the Ethiopian Eunuch making
that good confession in Acts
8:37, "I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God."

# Be Baptized. The individual
who has believed, repented and
willingly confessed his faith in

Christ has shown himself to
have a good conscience toward
God. In answer to this
conscience, he is instructed to
be baptized. Take the example
of Saul of Tarsus, who was
told by Annanias "Arise and be
baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the
Lord" (Acts 22:16). You might
note that it is at the point of
baptism that a man's sins are
finally taken (washed) away.
This teaching coincides clearly
with the example of the Jews
on Pentecost who were told to
repent and be baptized "for the
remission of sins." Baptism is a
burial. It is at this point that an
individual is separated from his
sins, and rises up to a new life
of purity. He is saved. Paul
wrote, "Or do you not know
that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with
Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of
life" (Romans 6:3-4).

The Security of the Believer
Paul's quote above indicates that

we are to walk in "newness of life."
The Christian should view his
immersion into Christ as a
beginning. He is now a babe in



Christ. Peter gives instructions,
"Therefore laying aside all malice,
all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all
evil speaking, as newborn babes,
desire the pure milk of the word,
that you may grow thereby, if
indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is gracious" (1 Peter 2:1-2).
The Apostle Paul spoke of the
obligations of the grace we have
received, "For the grace of God
that brings salvation has appeared
to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the
present age, looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for
Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works" (Titus
2:11-14). So, the grace of God that
saves us instructs us to godly
living. In so doing we gain victory.
God is with us, who can be against
us?

The faithful Christian cannot be
defeated. He is invincible. Paul
wrote with confidence, "Yet in all
these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who
loved us. For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other

created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Romans 8:37-39). These are
indeed comforting words, and the
Christian can rest in the surety of
his salvation.

However, some have wrested
this assurance to mean that a child
of God cannot lose his soul. This is
not so. While it is impossible for
any created thing to snatch us away
from the protection of our God, it
is possible for us to willingly
forfeit our salvation. We have
labored throughout this study to
establish that man is a free moral
agent. He has choice. If he chooses
to serve God, nothing can thwart
him in this. It is his choice, and so
long as he wills to serve God, the
Devil is powerless to destroy him.
If he decides to cease serving God,
he will forfeit his salvation. This is
why the Bible is replete with
exhortations to faithfulness, and
warnings of danger. Peter wrote,
"Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour" (1 Peter
5:8).

Conclusion
Simply put, man must obey the

conditions God has laid down for
obtaining redemption. The book of
Hebrews says, "And having been
perfected, He (Christ) became the
author of eternal salvation to all

 who obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). Christ redeems the obedient.
A life lived faithful to the Lord ensures an eternal reward. Paul wrote,

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved His appearing" (2 Timothy 4:7-8).
Paul and we can be sure of this promise, for it is the Lord's. "Behold, I am
coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your
crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which
comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My
new name" (Revelation 3:11-12). ---- Via Watchman Magazine -
Additional articles and the article referenced at the beginning of this
article can be read at: http://watchmanmag.com/
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