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The Value of Righteous Living ---- By Johnie Paul Edwards
Solomon, to whom God gave

wisdom, said, "Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people" (Prov.
14:34). Solomon learned the value
of righteous living. He came to
recognize that only in God can a
man find real significance and
lasting satisfaction. This is the
legacy that Solomon wished to
leave behind to subsequent
generations who earnestly search
for life's highest good. In the book
of Ecclesiastes, Solomon's
conclusion was, "Fear God and
keep his commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man" (Eccl.
12:13).

What Is Righteousness?
The word "righteousness" is

translated from dikaiosune and is
defined as "the character or quality
of being right or just; it was
formerly spelled `rightwiseness,'
which clearly expresses the
meaning. Righteousness embraces
the idea of the right knowledge in
the mind, leading to the right
action in life" (W.F. Vine). Hence,
righteousness is doing right and

refers to the state of one who is
such as he ought to be before God
and man.

We can know what is right,
know what we ought to be and do,
only as God reveals in his inspired
Word. Paul taught that God's plan
for making a man righteous is
revealed in the Gospel (Rom.
1:16-17). Peter taught that "in
every nation he that feareth him,
and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him" (Acts 10:35).
The Psalmist revealed that God's
" c o m m a n d m e n t s  a r e
righteousness" (Psa. 119:12).

The Value of Righteous Living
to Noah

Noah was "a just man and perfect
in his generations, and Noah
walked with God" (Gen. 6:9).
Noah's righteous con-duct, amidst
wickedness (Gen. 6:5), caused him
to find "grace in the eyes of the
Lord" (Gen. 6:8). Noah's
righteousness is demonstrated in
the fact that he did "all that God
commanded him" (Gen. 6:22).
While every living substance was
destroyed upon the face of the

ground, righteous Noah and his
family were saved (1 Pet. 3:20).

The Value of Righteous Living
to Abraham

The Scripture says, "Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he
was called the Friend of God" (Jas.
2:23). Abraham was justified by
his works and by works his faith
was made perfect (Jas. 2:21-22).
Abraham's supreme test of
righteousness came during his
mature life in his willingness to
offer up Isaac, his only son, whom
he loved passionately and in whom
all his expectations centered (Gen.
22:1-10; Heb. 11:17-18).
Righteousness is seldom easy, but
through Abraham's faith and
righteousness he became the friend
of God and the one through whom
Jesus, the Savior, came (Gen.
3:15; Gal. 3:16).

The Value of Righteous Living
to the City of Sodom

The value of righteous living can
be seen when you consider that ten
righteous souls would have
delivered the ancient city of Sodom
(Gen. 18:23-32). Since less than
ten righteous people could be
counted, two angels went to
Sodom to visit and warn Lot of the
impending destruction (Gen.
19:lff). "The Lord rained upon
Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire . . . and he

overthrew those cities" (Gen.
19:24-28). Sodom's wickedness
and moral depravity even became
proverbial (Rom. 9:29; Rev. 11:8).
Righteous living would have
spared the now "lost" city of
Sodom!

The Value of Righteous Living
To Israel of Old

Righteousness had the power to
strengthen and exalt the nation of
Israel. As long as Israel was
righteous, no power could
overthrow them, and other nations
would say, "Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding
people" (Deut. 4:6). God watched
over Israel (Deut. 32:10) and
assured those living righteously of
his blessing (Deut. 11:26-28).

Righteousness was the basis of

God's dealing with other nations
(Jer. 18:1-10). Where are the
ancient nations? Where are the
great empires of Assyria,
Babylon and Persia? Their sin
and unrighteousness worked
their ruin!

The Value of Righteous Living
Today

As demonstrated in the past,
righteous living is still of great
value. The value of righteousness
today is seen in the fact that:

1. Righteousness gives us
access to God. When we do right,
or live according to the Gospel of
Christ, God's eyes are over us; his



ears are open to our prayers (1 Pet.
3:12; Prov. 15:9).

2. Righteousness bears good
fruit (Prov. 11:30). Righteous
living is not only profitable to you,
but to others. You can win others
to Christ through righteous living.
Jesus taught that his disciples are
the "salt of the earth" and the "light
of the world" (Matt. 5:13-14).
Further, the work of the righteous
is peace (Isa. 32:17). No money on
earth can buy true peace. True
peace comes only to the righteous!

3. Righteousness will be
crowned. Since Paul "kept the
faith" there was laid up for him a
"crown of righteousness" (2 Tim.
4:8). The righteous can "look for
new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness is
life, and in the pathway thereof
there is no death" (Prov. 12:28).

Are you numbered among God's
righteous? Righteous living, amidst
wickedness, is the only thing that
will mean anything eternally! You
will either die the death of the
righteous or the death of the
wicked (Num. 23:10; Ezek.
33:11). The choice is yours.
Please, for your sake and the sake
of all future generations, do what
the Bible says and be what it
makes you, living righteously!  Via
- Guardian of Truth XXXVII: 9, p.
10-11 May 6, 1993

Our Nation's Misplaced Values
by Lewis Willis , Akron, Ohio 
Art Linkletter, noted author,

lecturer and television personality,
gained much of his fame telling the
funny things that kids said and did.
His name became a household word.
Most people readily identified the
source of many of those funny things
kids said and did. They came from
parents! For some reason the silliness
of the parents was funny when
coming from a child. The kids haven't
been talking about it on television yet,
but their parents have recently done
something silly and it would be funny
if it did not reflect a deteriorated
sense of values in our country.

A few years ago the Coca-Cola
Company changed their soft drink
formula and started marketing the
"new Coke." The sweeter formula,
their research showed, was just the
thing the American people wanted.
However, the change created national
indignation. Across the country
protest groups formed in an effort to
change the company's decision.
Petition signing campaigns were
instigated in most cities. It was urged
that those that were dissatisfied call
the company to protest their change.
Hundreds of thousands of telephone
calls were made. The ABC television
program, 20/20, reported that one man
spent $50,000 of his personal funds in
an effort to get the company to bring
back the old Coke. The 20/20 reporter
did a taste test with this man and his
volunteer staff, using the new Coke,
Pepsi and the Old Coke that he
wanted the company to bring back.

 He flunked the test. After spending $50,000 of his money, he and his staff
preferred the new Coke and Pepsi over the old formula!

After all the furor was over, the Coca-Cola Company caved in and has now
brought back the old Coke. The critics won! Behold, how great a victory hath
been achieved for the people of the nation and the world!

This entire situation will be viewed by people on a scale of funny to stupid,
depending upon their preference regarding the soft drink. It seems to me that
there is a note of tragedy that is also involved. All around us we see the startling
inroads of sin in our lives which literally threaten our national existence.
Murders, rapes, thefts, abortion, homosexuality, alcoholism, drugs, fornication,
child abuse and scores of other things too numerous to mention are tearing at
the heart and fiber of our great nation. Yet, few people will open their mouths
to say anything about these sins and it is unthinkable that we would spend any
money to curb their rise in our country. But, change the formula of Coca-Cola
and we lift our voices in a mighty scream of protest that is heard all the way to
corporate headquarters.

Have our values sunk so low that morality is less important to us than a taste?
How can we explain the silence of so many while society, the home and the
church are being systematically destroyed because of the prevalence of
immorality in our society? How can we explain the attitude and actions of God's
people in such matters? Have we forgotten what God expects of his people -
what he expects the influence of the church to be?

Do we not recall that the people of God are a peculiar people (1 Pet. 2:9-10)?
Are we not supposed to be separate from the world, touching not the unclean
thing (2 Cor. 6:17-18)? And what is this responsibility to shine as lights in the
world (Phil. 2:15-16)? And what of all of those passages dealing with the world
(Phil. 2:15-16)? And what of all of those passages dealing with that special
moral conduct that typifies God's people (1 Tim. 4:12; 5:22; 2 Cor. 5:17;
Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Jn. 3:13; 2 Tim. 2:19; 1 Pet. 4:4, Jas. 1:27; Tit. 2:11-12)?

I was just thinkin'. the values of a people which historically have championed
goodness and moral uprightness have indeed "lost their fizz." However, a
protest letter or telephone call to Coca-Cola will not change this situation. It
could easily be changed with repentance in obedience to God! BY - Guardian
of Truth XXXIII: 2, p. 39 January 19, 1989


