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What Is The Church of Christ? ---- Via  Tom M. Roberts
INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST — PART TWO-

In this cauldron of boiling religious

division, we need to recall the words of

Jesus about the unity which we have

failed to cultivate. He said:  “Sanctify

them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

“As You sent Me into the world, I also

have sent them into the world. “And for

their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they

also may be sanctified by the truth. “I do

not pray for these alone, but also for those

who will believe in Me through their

word; “that they all may be one, as You,

Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they

also may be one in Us, that the world may

believe that You sent Me." 

In keeping with this, the apostle Paul

commanded unity:  "Now I plead with

you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same

thing, and that there be no divisions

among you, but that you be perfectly

joined together in the same mind and in

the same judgment. For it has been

declared to me concerning you, my

brethren, by those of Chloe’s household,

that there are contentions among you.

Now I say this, that each of you says, “I

am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I

am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is

Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for

you? Or were you baptized in the name of

Paul?" (1 Cor. 1:10-13). 

The Bible outlines the completeness of

unity in Eph. 4:1-6: "I, therefore, the

prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk

worthy of the calling with which you were

called, with all lowliness and gentleness,

with longsuffering, bearing with one

another in love, endeavoring to keep the

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit, just as

you were called in one hope of your

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

one God and Father of all, who is above

all, and through all, and in you all." 

Thus, Jesus prayed for unity, that "all

believers might be one." Paul instructed

that we should "all speak the same thing,"

"that there be no division," and that we all

be "perfectly joined together in the same

mind and in the same judgment." This

unity is found in the one body of Christ,

the church (Eph. 4:4-6; Eph. 1:22-23). It

is to our shame today that Jesus' prayer

goes unanswered, that Paul's instructions

remain unheeded. Denominationalism, so

common and accepted, is wrong and

sinful. There has to be a way of unity for

believers in Jesus Christ. 

How Does the church of Christ Relate

to This Division?

In early America, different religious

leaders arose in diverse parts of pioneer

days, that were appalled by the division

around the world. They realized that

believers could never be united as human

creeds, traditions and superstitions

existed. These men began to raise a plea

for the complete abandonment of human

creeds, with a return to New Testament

Christianity. Rather than reform

denominations, they suggested  a

restoration of the New Testament church

in the twentieth century! Among these

leaders were Alexander and Thomas

Campbell, immigrants from Scotland. As

they began to preach a restoration to New

Testament Christianity, other men

(independent from the Campbells) were

teaching the same thing by tossing out the

creeds and accepting the Bible as the sole

guide of faith and practice in religion.

Reacting to this message with fervor,

many thousands responded to this pure

Bible teaching. Just as recorded in the

Book of Acts, men and women in

America were baptized upon repentance

and confession of their faith in Jesus and

were added to the Lord's church. The

church of Christ, identical to the faith and

practice of the New Testament church,

exists throughout the world today as it did

in the days of the apostles.

Historical Lineage for churches of

Christ?

No one who understands the Bible

makes the claim for authentication of

modern churches of Christ by a historical,

unbroken link that connects back to

Jerusalem. It cannot be done, historically,

nor is it necessary that it be done to

recognize the Lord's church today. How is

it valid, then, for us to claim spiritual

identity as the church of Christ without

this link? What right do we have to say

that we belong, sp ir itually and

organically, to the Lord's church? 

First of all, Jesus taught the validity of

New Testament Christianity for all ages

when he gave the "Great Commission"

(Mt. 28:18-20). The gospel was to be for

"the whole world" until the "end of the

ages." The gospel is for all ages of time,

for all nations, for every tribe, for every

tongue. Faithful men in the first century

were instructed to teach future generations

(2 Tim. 2:2). 

As the gospel of Christ is proclaimed in

its purity, without the addition of creeds

(Gal. 1:6-9), its simple message (1 Cor.

1:19--2:13) becomes the "power of God

unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16). Within the

gospel is a divine power that is called "the

seed" (Luke 8:1-15) by which spiritual

life is generated in every age, wherever

the gospel is proclaimed. No self-

appointed clergy has the right to reject

those who do not recognize their

ecclesiastical oversight. Jesus is the head

of the church (Eph. 1:22-23), and it is His

right to determine who is saved and who

is in His fellowship. The power of the

gospel, the seed (Lk. 8:11) generates life

wherever it is sown. Disciples are made

when they obey the gospel (Mt. 28:18-

20) and the Lord adds them to His church

(Acts 2:47). As individual saints are born

by the word, they meet with others saints

in a locality in order to work and worship

as New Testament Christians did. In this

fashion, wherever the gospel is preached,

churches of Christ will appear. 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

A local church of Christ is simply a

congregation that belongs to Christ. It is

organized after the New Testament

pattern of "elders, deacons and saints"

(Phil. 1:1). All creeds of men are rejected

and the Bible is the only standard of faith

and practice. As the gospel is planted in

the hearts of honest men and women

(Luke 8;11; Rom. 1:16), new Christians

are born (John 3:1-5; Rom. 6:1-7). Upon

the instructions of the New Testament,

Christians meet on the Lord's day for the

Lord's supper (Mt. 26:26-30; Acts 20:7;

1 Cor. 11:23-29), singing (Eph. 5:19;

Col. 3:16), prayers (Acts 12:5), study of

the scriptures (Acts 15:7-21) and giving

contributions for the Lord's work (1 Cor.

16:1-2). 

Each congregation is independent from



every other congregation, claiming its

autonomy under Christ (Phil. 1:1; 1 Pet.

5:1-2). It recognizes no earthly head,

belongs to no association of churches,

stands free from denominational churches

and supports no human institutions. 

I t  r e c o g n iz es  i t s  G o d -g iv e n

responsibility to preach the gospel

according to its own ability, to provide

edification to its own members, and to

provide benevolence for its own needy

(Acts 6) and for those saints in need in

other places (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8, 9). 

As the early disciples "went everywhere

preaching the word" (Acts 8:4), so do

20th Century Christians. Please consider

the following material as a short

explanation of God instructions to man

for Salvation. It is important we answer

through scripture what God require of us

that we might be saved. 

How Does One Become A Christian?

� Hear the Gospel ---- Jesus said,

"Behold, I stand at the door and

knock. If anyone hears my voice and

opens the door, I will come in to him

and dine with him, and he with me"

(Rev. 3:20). The Lord is inviting you

into His kingdom. He also said, "I am

the good shepherd," and he is the

"door of the sheep" (John 10:7, 11).

He invites the lost into the fold of

safety, for danger is outside. For the

lost, Jesus is the good shepherd that

leaves the "ninety and nine" and looks

for the "sheep that is lost," for "the

Son of Man has come to save that

which was lost" (Mt. 18:11-14). Jesus'

sheep hear his voice and follow him

(John 10:27-28) for eternal life. How

do the sheep hear the voice of Jesus?

We are "called by the gospel" (2 Thes.

2:14), which is "power of God unto

salvation" (Rom. 1:16). It is by the

word of God that faith is produced in

the hearts of the lost (Rom. 10:17).

Have you heard the gospel? 

� Believe ---- As the gospel story is read

(Matthew, Mark, Luke and John),

Jesus is shown to be the Son of God

(Jn. 20:27-31). Our faith rests in Him.

We must believe that He is the Son of

God, sacrificed for our sins (Mt.

16:13-16; John 8:24). Do you

believe?

� Repent of Sins ---- All of us have

sinned (Rom. 3:23) and have died

spiritually because of sin (Rom 6:23).

We must face our sins and repent.

Repentance is a change of mind,

followed by a change of life, as

illustrated in Matthew 21:28-31. The

son "repented" (changed his mind)

and "went" (changed his life). This

repentance is required before one can

be saved (Lk. 13:3-5; Acts 2:36-38).

Have you repented?

� Confess the Name of Jesus ---- Jesus

warned that we must have the courage

of our faith to openly confess Him

with the mouth, an oral confession

(Rom. 10:10). If we do not have this

courage, Jesus will not confess our

name as brethren (Mt. 10:32-33).

People in the New Testament times

confessed Jesus' name (Acts 4:10-12;

8:37). Have you confessed that Jesus

is the Son of God? 

� Be Baptized ---- Yes, baptism is a

Bible doctrine, commanded by Jesus

(Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; Luke

24:48). Baptism is not administered as

a "rite of the church," as a work of

human righteousness or merit, but as

an act of faith (Mk. 16:16; James

2:17, 18, 20, 24). Regardless of the

animosity toward baptism in the

denominational world, and in spite of

their denial of its place in salvation, it

is administered by the authority of

Jesus for the remission of sin.

� Baptism is a burial (Rom. 6:1-7;

 Col. 2:12) in water (Jno. 3:1-5; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:38). It is for (unto, toward) the

remission of sins (Acts 2:38) and is viewed in scripture as involved in "washing away

sins" (Acts 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). It is understood by Bible students that forgiveness is not

in the water, but in the blood of Christ (Mt. 26:26-28; Rom. 6:1-7). However, Jesus has

placed the opportunity of reaching that blood in the act of baptism. It is at baptism that

the sinner meets the blood of Christ, that the old man of sin dies, and the new birth takes

place (Rom. 6:1-7; Jn. 3:1-5).

� Baptism is a re-enactment of the sinner for what Jesus did for him (death, burial

and resurrection, 1 Cor. 15:1-4). The sinner obeys, in baptism, a "form of the

gospel" (Rom. 6:16-18) in that he becomes dead to sin as he repents, is buried in

baptism, and arises to a new life in Christ (Rom., 6:1-7). There is no other act of

obedience in the New Testament that so fittingly portrays the gospel in our life as

baptism. It is an act of faithful obedience (Rom. 1:5; Jn. 6:28-29; 8:39), not an

act of merit or of human righteousness (Tit. 3:5). At the time of baptism, Jesus

forgives our sins by the power of the blood and adds us to His church (Acts 2:38,

47). Have you been baptized?

Now That I'm A Christian

Disciples of Jesus wear no denominational names or support denominational doctrines.

You are not Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, etc. No such names or denominations existed

when Jesus built His church, and you now belong to that church (Mt. 16:18; Acts 2:47).

The name of "Christian" is given for you to wear, and you glorify God in that name

(Acts 11:26; 4:12; 1 Pet. 4:14-15).

As a Christian, you will meet with other Christians for worship and service (Heb.

10:25; Acts 2:42; 9:26-28; Eph. 4:11-16). 

Christians begin as "babes" in Christ, having been born again (Jn. 3:1-5; Rom. 6:1-7;

1 Pet. 1:22-23; 1 Pet. 2:1-2). Each grows toward being a mature Christian (Eph. 4:11-

15). They no longer live in sinful life-styles as in the past (Col. 3:1-17; Gal. 5:19-24).

A Christian grows by adding the attributes of grace (2 Pet. 1:2-11).  Are you a

Christian?


