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When Times Are Good, Where Is God? — By Steven Harper
Most complaints people will voice

about God being absent are done so

when times are tough and people are

suffering. When money is tight and

the country is in a depression, it is

then that people will wonder aloud

where God is and why He is not

blessing them. But, when times are

good and money is plenteous, thanks

are not offered to God and He is

forgotten. It is then that we should

ask: ‘Why have we banished God?’

Our country is currently in what

some financial and economic

‘experts’ call the longest stretch of

prosperity that has ever been seen.

In this period and those years

leading up to it, as we have become

more prosperous we have also

become more forgetful — we're

forgetting God. Or should I say we

exiling God. We have banished Him

from our children's sight. We have

banished His name from even being

mentioned (favorably, it's OK if you

use it in vain). We have banished

His word from being taught or used

as a basis for civil law. We have

declared that He is not the One true

and living God, but just merely one

of many gods, far less important

than the gods of fame, financial or

material gain, and power. 

But, alas, we were not the first to

do this. Let's go back a few

centuries… Around the mid-700's

B.C., the nation of Israel was in a

downward spiral of ungodliness

taking them towards destruction and

captivity. They had transgressed the

law of God so many times and had

been given so many opportunities to

repent, but had returned to their

unfaithful ways each time, bringing

the wrath of God upon them for

their actions. As they got further and

further away from God, they became

more and more ungodly and

self-centered — so far that they

were treating not just God with

contempt, but their own brethren.

They indulged themselves at the

expense of serving God and at the

expense of their fellow Jews. They

cared only for themselves and it did

not matter where their country was

heading, as long as they were

comfortable. Notice what Amos

writes about these people… They

had “palaces” (3:11), “couches”

(3:12; 6:4), “beds of ivory” (6:4),

“winter houses” and “summer

houses” (3:15), “houses of ivory”

(3:15), and “great houses” (3:15). 

They had oppressed the poor,

crushed the needy, and called for

wine to drink (4:1). They sang “idly

to  the  sound of s t r inged

instruments…drank wine from

bowls, and anointed themselves with

the best ointments,…” (6:5-6) They

had reclined at banquets [denoting

ease in their riches], and for that

would be taken captive first (6:7).

They were said to have swallowed

up the needy and caused the poor of

the land to fail (8:4). They desired to

buy the poor  for silver and the

needy for a pair of sandals (8:6).

They were living the life of luxury

at their own brethren's expense,

made worse by forsaking the Lord

as they did (5:26). They had “tread

down the poor and take(n) grain

taxes from him” (5:11) They had

afflicted the just and took bribes

(5:12) and “diverted the poor” from

justice (5:12). 

These same people were so

wrapped up in the possibility of

making even more money through

their business dealings that they

complained about having to wait for

the passing of the feast days and

even the Sabbaths! (8:4-6) It seems

like they were impositioned by

having to take out time to worship

that it was a burden to them and not

really worth their time. If only they

could find a way to make money

during these days, it would be all

right!

Do these things sound familiar?

They should! It sounds very close to

the attitude of many in our society

today. How tragic it is that we are

such a rich nation and yet we have

so many around us who are living in

utter poverty and apparent

hopelessness. We have rich who “lie

upon their couches” (psychiatric

ones) and live in great houses,

driving their fine cars and eating at

the finest restaurants, wearing the

finest of clothes, and going to the

finest places — while they are

crushing the needy and oppressing

the poor in order to do these things. 

We have CEO's who are making

obscene amounts of money and

others who take over companies and

pilfer and them dissolve them in

order to gain personal wealth at the

employees' expense. We have

politicians who pass laws and curry

favor in order to make a name (and

a dollar) for themselves, oblivious to

the path of ungodliness and

godlessness they are taking us on.

We have judges and lawyers who

make judgments and take cases

solely based upon the money they

might make off of it and ignore the

consequences of their actions and

who might be hurt or overlooked

because of it.

While we are not yet where Israel

and Judah were (as a country, we

cannot be called God's chosen

people), we can certainly learn the

lessons of Amos by applying

godliness to our lives and not



forgetting those who are less

fortunate than we when we strive for

the “American dream” we all seek

to fulfill. What was true then is true

now:  “And what does the LORD

require of you but to do justly, To

love mercy, and to walk humbly

with your God?” (Mic. 6:8) A

nation was brought down for

forgetting these simple guidelines. -

Article Written in the 1980's

The "Chief Shepherd"
And The Shepherds —By 
Billy W. Moore, Portageville,

Missouri
At one time the Jews were the

chosen people of God. While this
condition prevailed, Jesus said, ". .
. . other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd." (John 10:16.) The Son
of God died on the cross,
abolishing in his flesh the enmity,
the law of commandments
contained in ordinances, which
stood as a wall between the Jew
and the Gentile. The Lord removed
this enmity — the law — when he
died on the cross (Col. 2:14), that
"he might reconcile both (Jew and
Gentile) unto God in one body."
(Eph. 2:14-16.) Paul continues by
saying, "And came and preached
peace to you (Gentiles) which were
afar off, and to them (Jews) that
were nigh. For through him
(Christ) we both have access by

one Spirit unto the Father." (vs. 17,
18.)

While the Jews, at one time,
were the fold, Jesus said, I have
other sheep (Gentiles) which are
not of this fold. But he added,
"Them also I must bring and there
shall be one fold and one
shepherd." Thus today the Lord has
but one fold, and it is under one
shepherd. The one fold is
composed of all, whether Jew or
Gentile, who have heard the voice
of Christ, through the apostles, and
are following him. He, Jesus
Christ, is the one Shepherd or the
"chief Shepherd" over the fold. (1
Peter 5:4; John 10:14.) The fact
that the Lord said there shall be
"one sheep fold and one shepherd"
shows that there should be unity
among believers.

While it is true that the "chief
Shepherd" is Christ, and that the
duty of the shepherd is to feed and
care for the flock, yet there were
men in the early church who were
shepherds, for they were given the
responsibility of feeding the flock.
These men were also known as
"e l d e r s , "  " b i s h o p s "  a n d
"overseers." But there was no man
who was responsible for all the
flock — or for the church
universal. There was a plurality of
elders or shepherds in each
congregation. Peter was an elder,
shepherd, as well as an apostle. He
gave instruction, by inspiration, to

 other men in the church who were shepherds or elders. (1 Peter 5:1-4.)
To them he said, "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof." (v. 2) The elders of the church in Ephesus received
instruction from Paul in this manner, "Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood." (Acts 20:28.) Their oversight was restricted to "the flock
which was among them." (Cf. 1 Peter 5:2.) They had no authority over
the flock in Jerusalem, or in Rome, and neither did the elders, or bishops,
in Rome have any authority over the church in any other city.

There are to be elders, shepherds or bishops, in each congregation
today, providing there are men in the congregation who are able to serve
in that capacity — by that I mean, men who meet the qualifications of an
elder, which are given in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. In the days of the
early church elders were "set" in the church with miraculous power, but
such is not true today. Today men must prepare themselves to serve the
Lord in this capacity.

The Lord remains and shall ever remain the ONE SHEPHERD of the
ONE FOLD. Though there are many elders, shepherds, in the church of
the Lord throughout the world, Christ is the "chief Shepherd." He has "all
authority." The other shepherds have authority in the "flock which is
among them" only as the "chief Shepherd" has delegated that authority
unto them. 

The extent of the authority that the Lord has given unto the elders or
shepherds in the congregation can be found only in the "perfect law of
liberty," the inspired word which will completely equip the man of God
for every good work. A study of the New Testament reveals that the
elders had authority only in "the flock of God which was among them."
The church of the Lord was corrupted when men were not content with
the authority that the "chief Shepherd" had given unto them — they
wanted MORE authority. The result — APOSTASY. The same will result
today if elders take, or are given, more authority than the "chief
Shepherd" has committed unto them. 

When Paul said, "Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour" he did not mean that they were to rule in more than one
congregation. 

Let's be content with the Lord as the "chief Shepherd," and let all other
shepherds or elders rule only in "the flock which is among them." Via -
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