
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 4, No. 13 Edited by John Cripps July 10  ,2016th

“A STUDY OF WORKS”   — (This article is always a needed

study - please use to the glory of God) - Part Two
God’s patience had run out with

most of the people in the days of
Noah, but righteous Noah “found
grace in the eyes of the Lord”
(Genesis 6:8).   Subsequently, God
gave instructions to Noah as to how
he and his family, (eight souls
altogether) could be spared the
impending doom. They were to make
an ark according to God’s
instructions and ride out the great
world wide flood (Genesis 6:5-8:22). 
The Hebrew writer likewise tells of
how Noah and his family were saved
“by grace through faith” in doing as
God had instructed them even to the
minutest details of the great boat or
ark.  He wrote, “By faith Noah, being
warned of God of things not seen as
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark
to the saving of his house; by which
he condemned the world, and became
an heir of the righteousness which is
by faith” (Hebrews 11:7).
  Another New Testament writer used
this case of “salvation by grace
through faith”, coupled with
obedience, to show the connection
with the final act of the “new birth”
of the water and of the Spirit, and our
salvation from alien sins, escaping
the doom which will surely come to

all who have not been “born again”
into the kingdom, the church through
water baptism. “..When once the
longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water.  The like
figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ: Who
is gone into heaven, and is on the right
hand of God; angels and authorities
and powers being made subject to
Him” (1 Peter 3:20-22). After every
possible quibble has been made by
Protestants who deny the essentiality
of water baptism to save one from
past, alien sins has been made, this
passage will still teach as it always
has, “baptism doth also now save us..” 
If my brethren and I should be so
dishonest as to use this passage the
way the Protestants do the passages in
Romans and other places which teach
that we are saved “by faith,” we would
add “only” and teach “baptismal
regeneration” or “baptism only” as the
way our sins are forgiven. We do not
believe in “baptismal regeneration.”
We only believe what the Bible says 

about baptism being one of the
pre-conditions for the penitent
believer being washed in the blood of
Jesus (Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3-4). 
Those who believe in inborn sin, who
“baptize” infants to remove the so
called “Adamic sin” or the “sins of
their parents,” are actually the ones
guilty of teaching or at least
practicing “baptismal regeneration,”
not we who are members of the
church of Christ.  But whether or not
we are “born in sin” is another
subject for another lesson. Suffice it
to say, the Bible teaches no such
doctrine, period (Ezekiel 18:20;
Matthew 18:1-4; 19:14; James
1:13-15; 1 John 3:4).

I’m sure I will miss some of the
works mentioned in the Bible, but
here is at least a partial listing of
various kinds of works mentioned in
the word of God. (1). The works of
God:  We have noticed already that
any thing which God commands us to
believe or do, is a “work of God,”
even faith is in this category.
Sometimes folks make an arbitrary
distinction in the “works they believe
one must do,” and the “works” they
class (not God) as works of human
merit. Our Protestant friends place
baptism in this class in their
ignorance or their rejection of New
Testament doctrine (2 John 9-10;
Romans 16:16-18).  Some very
interest ing and informative
instruction is given in (Titus 3:5),
about how God saves us. What Paul
is actually saying is that “God saves
us by baptism, not by works of
righteousness which we have done.” 

 Read the whole verse then get a good
Bible commentary and you will notice
the scholars without exception (at least
all I have read after ket) will say that
Paul is here referring to “the water
baptism” or words to that effect.  This
clearly shows that baptism is not a
work of man or a boastful work. It
certainly isn’t a work of the Law of
Moses, nor a work of our own
righteousness, etc.  (2). Works of
Faith:    Paul wrote to the brethren at
Thessalonica, “We give thanks to God
always for you all, making mention of
you in our prayers; Remembering
without ceasing your work of faith,
and labor of love, and patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ. in the sight of
God and our Father” (1 Thessalonians
1:2-3).   James is clear on the matter
of the kind of faith with which God is
well pleased. It is a faith which is
exhibited by doing what the Lord
commands us.  In fact we have in the
book of  James what I often call “a
divine commentary on the faith that
saves.”  It is an Abrahamic type of
faith. We cannot be said to be
believers in the Biblical sense of the
word if we aren’t “doer of the work”
prescribed by God, or “works of
faith.”  Having written about the need
to do and not only to say, James
continues by saying, “Was not
Abraham our father justified by works,
when he had offered Isaac his son
upon the altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect? And the
Scripture was fulfilled which saith,
Abraham believed God, and it was
imputed unto him for righteousness:



and he was called the Friend of God.
You see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith
only” (James 2:22-24). As we have
often pointed out to our Protestant
friends, “the only time faith and only
are found in the Bible together, they
are preceded by a “not.”  Salvation
initially, nor salvation eternally are
based on “faith only.” See again,
(Acts 2:38, 40,41). Then notice
Paul’s admonition to the Philippian
brethren who were once obedient, to
continue obeying and in this way,
said Paul, “work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling”
(Philippians 2:12).  Hebrews the
eleventh chapter if filled with this
kind of saving faith examples, some
of which we have used already in this
study. 
(3). Works of Righteousness:    There
are some “works of God’s
righteousness” which man must do to
please Him. This is different from
“works of man’s own devising” of
which Paul wrote in (Romans
10:1-4). Those guilty of those works
stood condemned before God. But
there is a means by which God makes
men righteous through forgiveness in
the blood of Jesus by the Gospel,
which if men do not obey, they will
be punished with everlasting
punishment...”(2 Thessalonians  1: 6
-10; Romans 1:16-17).  Luke records
Peter’s words after the events which
transpired at the house of Cornelius. 
Remember that Cornelius was
commanded to be baptized in water
(Acts 10:47-48). This is said after
Cornelius was told to send for Simon

whose surname is Peter; who “shall
tell you words whereby you and all
your house shall be saved (Acts
11:13-14)”  As Peter rehearsed this
before some Jewish brethren who had
called him into question for going in
unto these uncircumcised folks, he
told them of what Cornelius was told
in a vision. It was clearly Peter’s
words by which he and his house
would be saved. Reading what Peter
commanded these first Gentiles to do
as guided by the Holy Spirit, it is plain
that he commanded water baptism. 
All manner of quibbles have been
made about this case of conversion,
but the honest heart knows they were
not saved at the point of faith, nor
before they did what Peter was
instructed by the Spirit to command
them to do.   Peter learned a lesson
from this event. The lesson was, “Of a
truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: But in every
nation he that feareth Him and
worketh righteousness, is accepted
with Him” (Acts 10:34-35). 
(4). Good Works:  We have already
noticed that to be “good works,” they
must be authorized works. We also
noted that we are “created in Christ
Jesus unto good works that are
foreordained that we should walk in
them” (Ephesians 2:10). Meaning that
out of Christ nothing one may do is to
the glory of our Father in heaven
through Jesus Christ (Ephesians
3:21). Paul admonished those of us
who are “in Christ”  to be careful to
“maintain good works”.  Read the
following passages (Titus 3:1;
Galatians 1:6-10; 1 Peter 4:16).

(5). Works of the Law of Moses:    The Roman letter as well as the Galatian
letter, argues at length the fact that “By the works of the law of Moses none are
justified” (Galatians 2:16). Paul uses Abraham’s being blessed by faith 430
years before the law of Moses was ever  given, to argue this point. This is his
argument to the Jews who were placing their trust for righteousness by “law
keeping.”  In the first place the only way to be saved strictly by law, is to keep
law perfectly. Since none did this, they all stood guilty before God and in need
of mercy and grace. This, the New Testament “law of grace,” “the gospel of the
grace of God” (Acts 20:24), provided. This was righteousness by forgiveness
in the blood of Jesus by the terms of the gospel, not  by the letter of the law.
The only one ever to keep law perfectly was Jesus Christ. This qualified Him
to be our sin offering and then having paid our “sin debt,” God could be just in
that He could punish sin by sacrificing the perfect lamb, His only begotten Son,
and allow the sinners to go free by the righteousness of God, the gospel
(Romans 1:16-17;  Romans 3:26; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Mark 16:15-16).
One needs to read Romans chapters three through five along with (Galatians
3:9-29 & 2 Corinthians 3:1-18).  All spiritual blessings are “in Christ,”
(Ephesians 1:3), but men are “baptized into Christ” (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians
3:26-27).  There are no spiritual blessings out of Christ. To be “in Christ,” is
identical to being in His blood bought church, for the same acts of faith which
put one into Christ makes that one a member of His church when washed in
Jesus’ blood  (Romans 6:2-4; Acts 22:16; Ephesians 213-16; Acts 2:38, 41,
47; Colossians 1:13-14).
(6). Works of our own Righteousness:   We have learned that we aren’t saved
by works of our own righteousness, or works of human merit. We cannot do
enough to put God in our debt. That isn’t to say that there are no works that we
must do as we have abundantly and clearly shown already. See (Titus 3:5;
Romans 10:1-4; Isaiah 64:6; Philippians 3:9). 
  The works that save us are “works of faith,” or obedience to God’s will in all

things. Even then, we need continual cleansing in the blood of Jesus as we do
our best, which is never good enough. Then seeing our failures we repent and
confess then we are  continually cleansed in the blood of Jesus (1 John 1:1-9;
Acts 8:22).  Think of this, in closing: If there are no works to be done to be
pleasing to Christ, pray tell me why does Scripture say we will be “judged
according to the deeds done in the body..”(2 Corinthians 5:10-11)? Too, how
do those who so teach reconcile the fact that we will be judged  “by our
works” (Revelation 20:12-15; Romans 2:1-11; Romans 14:12; Matthew
25:31-46)?  My friend if you have not submitted your will to that of the Lord
Jesus Christ who loved and died for us all, you need to come study with us
and allow us to assist you in “putting on Christ” and thereby becoming a
member of His church, a citizen in His spiritual kingdom.  

By Kenneth E. Thomas


