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WHAT INFLUENCE DOES GOD AND THE DEVIL
HAVE ON US - Part Two

Continued from last bulletin:

Influence of Direct Divine Contact

The direct work of the Spirit has never

transformed a man from sinner to saint.

Baalam prophesied by the Spirit, but it did

not alter his sinful ways (2 Pet. 2:15;

Num. 31:16). Saul prophesied by the

Spirit of God, but it did not deter his

desire to kill David (1 Sam. 19). 

In the New Testament, we read of

incidents of direct, divine contact with

men. Keep in mind that Calvinism

demands that a direct, divine work of the

Spirit must be applied to the heart of the

sinner before he is able to act. In our

observation of occasions of divine

contact, note that not once did the Holy

Spirit directly impart spiritual life to the

heart of the sinner in order to enable him

to obey the gospel. 

1. Acts 2: The Pentecostians. The Spirit

came upon the apostles, the speakers,

not the audience, the sinners. This was

a perfect time, if Calvinism be true, for

God to demonstrate the direct, divine

enabling power of the Holy Spirit, but

alas, the Spirit came upon the disciples,

not the lost. The sinners were urged to

"hearken to my words" (vv. 14, 22, 29).

"Now when they heard this, they were

pricked in their hearts" (v. 37). The

preachers did not ask God to send his

Spirit to convict the sinners; they did

not seek an "outpouring of the Spirit on

the hearts" of sinners. Rather, the Spirit

spoke through the preachers (v. 4). In

this way, the Spirit convicted the

audience of sin (John 16:8).

2.  Acts 8: The Eunuch. The angel

spoke to the preacher and sent him to

the sinner (v. 26). The Spirit spoke to

the preacher and told him to "go

near." Neither the angel nor the Spirit

spoke to the sinner's heart.

3. Acts 9: Saul. When the Lord appeared

to Saul of Tarsus, he commanded him

to go to Damascus, "and it shall be told

thee what thou must do" (v. 6) There is

no record of an "enabling power" or of

"conviction by the Spirit's touch." The

Lord directed Saul to the preacher and

the preacher to Saul (vv. 6-15).

But," it is objected, "this vision was the

Lord's direct work on Saul's heart; Saul

could not resist; this was 'irresistible

grace.'" The text does not so state, but, if

so, why did Paul later say, "I was not

disobedient unto the heavenly vision"

(Acts 26:19)? This implies that he could

have been disobedient. Why say, "I was

not disobedient," if it could not have been

otherwise?

4. Acts 10: Cornelius. "The Holy Ghost

fell on them which heard the word" (v.

44), but the result was not regeneration.

Cornelius was not saved by the Spirit's

falling. The Spirit came in order to

convince the Jews that the Gentiles were

subjects of the gospel (Acts 10:47,48;

11:15-18; 15:7-11). Cornelius was saved

by the words Peter spoke, not by the gift

of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:14).

The angel that visited Cornelius did not

cleanse his heart (v. 3). His heart was

purified by faith (Acts 15:9). The angel

said, "Send for Peter: who shall tell

thee words, whereby thou and all thy

house shall be saved" (Acts 11:14;

15:7).

The Gospel: God's Power Unto

Salvation

The Holy Spirit does convict the sinner.

Does he effect the conviction of sinners

directly, without means or agency, or does

he convict sinners th rough the

instrumentality of the gospel? No

argument ever devised can overthrow

Paul's words, "For I am not ashamed of

the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of

God unto salvation to every one that

believeth" (Rom. 1:16). "The preaching

of the cross ... is the power of God ... it

pleased God by the foolishness of

preaching to save them that believe" (1

Cor. 1:18-21). What pleased God (to save

men by preaching the gospel) does not

please men nor the arguments of

Calvinists, but it is true nevertheless. 

Jesus said, "The seed is the word of

God. Those by the way side are they that

hear; then cometh the devil and taketh

away the word out of their hearts, lest

they should believe and be saved" (Luke

8:11,12). The word of God is sown in the

heart. The devil taketh away the word out

of their hearts (why?) "lest they should

believe and be saved." (1) Word in

sinner's heart; (2) Faith produced; (3)

Salvation accomplished. Where is the

Lord's reference to the direct work of the

Spirit? It is not there. 

Divine Order of Salvation

Review Paul's chain-link argument in

Romans 10:13-17. Salvation is the end of

the chain. What are the links? In reverse

order, from last to first, one must call on

the name of the Lord, but how can one

call if he has not believed? How can one

believe if he has not heard? "And how

shall they hear without the direct work of

the Spirit on the sinner's heart?" Is that

what your Bible says? No! "How shall

they hear without a preacher? And how

shall they preach except they be sent?"

Conclusion: "So then faith cometh by the

Spirit's irresistible work on the sinner's

heart and hearing by the enabling power

of irresistible grace." Is that how it reads?

What does the Bible say? "So then faith

cometh by hearing, and hearing by the

word of God." 

The Bible order is: (1) preachers sent

(v. 15); (2) preachers preach (v. 15); (3)

sinner hears (v. 14); (4) sinner believes (v.

14); (5) believer calls on the name of the

Lord (v. 14); (6) believer saved (v. 13).

There is no reference to a separate work

of the Holy Spirit on the sinner's heart in

Paul's chain. It is a missing link. 

General Summary and Conclusion

The Spirit guided the apostles into all

truth (John 14:26; 15:26,27; 16:13). This

word given to the apostles was to be

employed to make believers (John 8:32;

17:17,20). That is why the lord Jesus sent

them "into all the world" to "preach the

gospel to every creature" (Matt. 28:19;

Mark 16:15;16; Luke 24:47). 

The things the apostles wrote are the

commandments of the Lord (1 Cor.

14:37). When we read what they wrote,

we are reading the word of God (1 Thess.

2:13; 2 Thess. 2:15). Thus, the Spirit's

word given through the apostles is the

agent or instrument the Spirit uses to

convict the sinner. "The words that I

speak unto you, they are spirit, and they

are life" (John 6:63). "And many other

signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his

disciples, which are not written in this



book: But these are written, that ye might

believe" (John 20:30,31). "Many of them

which heard the word believed" (Acts

4:4). "In Christ Jesus I have begotten you

through the gospel" (1 Cor. 4:15). "In

whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard

the word of truth, the gospel of your

salvation" (Eph. 1:13). "Of his own will

begat he us with the word of truth" (Jas.

1:18). "Seeing ye have purified your souls

in obeying the truth through the Spirit ...

Being born again, not of corruptible seed,

but of incorruptible, by the word of God"

(1 Pet. 1:22,23).

Covering Sins ---- by Carol R.
Lumpkin , Newport, Arkansas 

Sin is common to all people who are

accountable to God. Sin separates man

from God. "But your iniquities have

separated between you and your God, and

your sins have hid his face from you, that

he will not hear" (Isa. 59:2). Paul wrote

that "both Jews and Gentiles,. . . are all

under sin" (Rom. 3:9); "for all have

sinned, and come short of the glory of

God" (Rom. 3:23).

What is sin? How do people sin?

"Whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Rom.

14:23). "Therefore to him that knoweth to

do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin"

(Jas. 4:17). "For sin is the transgression

of the law" (1 Jn. 3:4). "All

unrighteousness is sin" (1 Jn. 5:17). John

said: "If we say that we have no sin, we

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in

us" (1 Jn. 1:8); "if we say that we have

not sinned, we make him a liar, and his

word is not in us" (1 Jn. 1:10). We must

conclude that all of us sin.

I suppose it is human nature for people

who sin to attempt, in various ways, to

cover their sins. Adam and Eve tried to

hide from God after they had disobeyed

God in the garden of Eden. "And Adam

and Eve hid themselves from the presence

of the Lord God amongst the trees of the

garden" (Gen. 3:8). One great lesson we

should learn from this is that no sin is hid

from God. "Whither shall I go from thy

spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy

presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou

art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold

thou art there. If I take the wings of the

morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts

of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead

me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I

say, Surely the darkness shall cover me;

even the night shall be light about me yea,

the darkness hideth not from thee; but the

night shineth as the day: the darkness and

the light are both alike to thee" (Psa.

139:7-12).

King Saul was told to utterly destroy

the Amalekites, including, "both man and

woman, infant and suckling, ox and

sheep, camel and ass" (1 Sam. 15:3). He

sinned when he brought the king and

some of the better animals back from the

battle. Saul tried to cover his sin by

casting the blame on the people, "the

people took the spoil, sheep and oxen. . .

. " (1 Sam. 15:21). Samuel said to Saul,

"To obey is better than sacrifice, and to

hearken than the fat of rams" (1 Sam.

15:22). Thus, we learn that we must not

blame others for our sins.

Herod, the tetrarch, was married to his

brother's wife, Herodias (Matt. 14:3).

John, the baptizer, told Herod, "It is not

lawful (with God, crl) for thee to have

her" (Matt. 14:4). Herod was living in

adultery (Col. 3:5-7). When Herod had

John's head cut off, that did not cover his

sin. I wonder just how many people are

living with (married) some one, who in

the sight of God is still married to his first

companion?

We read where Stephen preached Jesus

to the Jews in Acts 6-7. "Ye stiff-necked

and uncircumcised in heart and ears,ye do

always resist the Holy Spirit: as your

fathers did, so do ye" (Acts 7:51). This

 preaching of Stephen led to his death by stoning (Acts 7:59). Getting rid of the preacher

will not cover for sins of brethren.

What is time? Someone has said: "Time is what life consists of." Does time cover sin?

The answer is no. Sins can be covered only by the blood of Jesus Christ, and only then

when God's divine law is complied with. "In whom we have redemption through his

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1:7). "Being

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:24).

"Much more then, being justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through

him" (Rom. 5:9). "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship

one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 Jn.

1:7). No honest person should question the saving power of the blood of Jesus Christ.

There are two classes of accountable people: (1) those who have never obeyed the

gospel of Jesus Christ, and (2) those of us who are the children of God. Both classes are

in need of the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. The first class absolutely must

become believers in the Lord (Jn. 8:24). Faith (belief) comes by hearing God's word

(Rom. 10: 17). The believer must repent of sins already committed (Lk. 13:3). The

penitent believer must confess Christ to be the Son of God (Acts 8:37). When the above

requirements are met, the person must be baptized in water (Rom. 6:4), for the

remission of sins (Acts 2:38), in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

(Matt. 28:19). When this has been done the blood of Jesus removes the sins (cf. Acts

22:16).

The second class in need of the blood of Jesus to cleanse them are children of God.

John tells us that we sin (1 Jn. 1:8, 10). Set in between the above two verses, John said:

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness" (1 Jn. 1:9). The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us

from all sin (1 Jn. 1:7). When? When those sins are confessed (1 Jn. 1:9). Simon, a

child of God who sinned, was instructed to "repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee" (Acts 8:22).

God has provided the only way for sins to be covered, or forgiven. If God's law is not

obeyed, there is no way one can be saved now, or in the time to come. Jesus saves only

those who will obey Him. "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the

things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal

salvation unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5:8-9). Let us never entertain the idea that

once we sin that we can design some way to save ourselves. Salvation is only in Jesus

Christ (Acts 4:12; 2 Tim. 2: 10). ---- Via - Guardian of Truth XXX: 13, p. 403  July

3, 1986


