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The Weapons Of Our Warfare {Concluded} - By Edward O.
Bragwell, Sr. - Fultondale, Alabama

What Are We Trying To Do?
The best way in the world to wipe

out sin and error is to make faithful
Christians of those who are caught up
in it. That is the first objective of the
faithful spiritual warrior. The
objective of our warfare is "bringing
every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ." It is changing
the thinking of people by "casting
down arguments" of error with good
scriptural answers. Carnal tactics may
change outward behavior, but they
will not bring one's thinking into
harmony with the will of Christ. If we
cannot persuade those who may be
wrong that they are not obeying
Christ and that what we present is the
will of Christ that they must obey, we
need not try other tactics. Even if we
succeed in changing behavior, we will
not really have changed any
convictions. One would not be acting
for sound reasons. Carnal tactics work
against us in that they are repulsive to
many fair-minded people of this
world. They see the "carnal weapons"
used in the name of Christ for what
they are and become prejudiced
against genuine Christianity. In their
minds such tactics are a part of our

religion. If they are going to reject the
gospel, let us do all we can to see that
they are rejecting it for what it really
is-rather than what we may have
misrepresented it to be. Further, it
may pressure one into acting in
harmony with truth without really
being convicted of the truth-thus
producing, at best, a half-baked
Christian; at worst, a hypocrite. Also,
reaction to carnal means (especially
those designed to intimidate) often
harden the very ones we are trying to
change. If people are going to be
hardened (and some will be) we want
it to be a reaction to the truth handled
aright and not some carnal tactic we
may have used in the name of Christ.
Carnal weapons often get more
immediate and visible results with
less effort. It may take longer to
change a person's attitude and
thinking about spiritual matters by
rooting out his errors and replacing
them with truth through the teaching
and learning process. Then there is the
time and effort to learn what the
Scriptures teach well enough to
"reason with (those in error) from the
Scriptures" (cf. Acts 17:2). Because
of this we are tempted to go the

shortest route to get action-carnal
means of persuasion (cf. 1 Cor. 2:4).
It takes less effort to go directly to
man's fleshly side-to try to entice,
excite, shame, or scare him into line
by carnal means than it does to
persuade him by taking Bible in hand
and reasoning him into obedience to
Christ. One of the dangers of
impatience is that of trying to force
the desired results by undesirable
means. It matters not whether it is
carnal means of enticement,
excitement, or coercion. It is still a
carnal weapon that should be
abandoned by the Christian in favor
of the most powerful weapon of all --
the truth of the gospel boldly or
confidently presented (v. 2; Eph.
6:19,20).
Lest someone think that we are

saying that fear, shame, and/or other
emotions have no part in the
Christian's arsenal; maybe we need to
say more. The gospel produces its
own enticement, fear, shame, and
excitement. We do not have to help it
out with those we can create or
borrow from men-be they theologians,
philosophers, orators, or salesmen.
When one has been reasoned with
from the Scriptures and convinced by
the evidence of the nature of Christ,
the extent of His love, what He
expects us to do and the blessings of
obedience that will entice and excite
him to conform. When one is
convinced of the truth about the wrath
of God and the reality of hell, that
will produce fear. When one is
convinced of sin, its nature and
consequences, that will produce

shame.  Yes, there are right ways to
produce fear and shame in our fight
against sin. "Those who are sinning
rebuke in the presence of all, that the
rest may fear" (1 Tim. 5:20). "And if
anyone does not obey our word by
this epistle, note that person and do
not keep company with him, that he
may be ashamed" (2 Thess. 3:14).
But, these (rebuke and discipline)
must be used in the framework of
adequate scriptural teaching,
reasoning, and persuasion or they will
become nothing more than carnal
weapons to bully brethren into line.
We may by carnal means excite,
entice, scare and/or shame one to get
into step with us but we can never get
him in step with Christ without
"pulling down arguments" and
teaching him so that his "every
thought is brought into captivity to
Christ." When we come to the end of
our journey here, let it be said that we
fought a good fight against sin rather
than taking a "hear no evil, see no
evil, speak (against) no evil stance
that we observe in all too many in the
church today. But, let us be able to
say that we have "fought a good fight"
-- not just merely fought. - Via
***Guardian of Truth XXIX: 13,
pp. 392-393, 409 - July 4, 1985***

The Sophistry Of Satan by
Vaughn D. Shofner, Tucumcari,

NM
To understand more clearly the

artifices of the wicked one, we have
only to notice that while Jesus Christ
was fulfilling the will of the Father on
earth, and while God was giving the
most glorious proofs of his approval



of his Son, satan was continually
using sly subterfuge and violent
attacks against the "author and
finisher of our faith". As we study the
schemes we see them as patterns of
conduct for all that fight under his
banner in any age. In exactly the same
way satan endeavored to thwart the
design of salvation, by trying to
produce rebellions sentiments in the
mind of Christ, he today exerts great
effort to obscure the evidence of our
faith, and weaken our fidelity to
Christ.
In metaphorical manner the apostle

Paul represents the temptations of the
followers of Christ by the image of a
combat. In Eph. 6:11,12 he says, "Put
on the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places."
And as Paul represents the

temptations of a Christian under the
symbol of war, so he represents the
power necessary to overcome them
under the symbol of armor. He gives
the Christian a military belt, the shoes
of a soldier, a warrior's shield,
buckler, with which to resist all the
fiery darts of the wicked.
(Eph.6:14-17.) Here the metaphor is
carried beyond the point the genius of
our language will allow, but by laying
aside the figurative language we can
see in the teaching that the devil and
his angels use sophism, deceptive
argument, to seduce from the

evidence of truth, and enticements to
cause him to desert the dominion of
virtue.
A sophism of satan used for the

purpose of turning people from the
truth, is the arraying of so called
possible circumstances which may or
may not be against the circumstances
which are evident and sure. This is the
use of uncertain conjectures,
groundless suppositions, in order to
try to turn people from the belief in a
Creator. The idea that man came by
evolution from inanimate matter; that
the entire universe was established by
accidental adhesion; that religion is
but a figment of the realm of fancy,
are used to cause infidelity and
atheism. This is a strange way of
reasoning against people who are
armed with arguments which are
taken from phenomena avowed and
real. When we dispute with the
atheist, we establish the existence of a
Supreme Being; we affirm that the
Creator of the universe is eternal in
his duration, powerful in his
executions, magnificent in his gifts;
we point to beings who are made
according to the procreative plan of
God; we do not reason on
probabilities. We do not say, perhaps
there is a firmament over us; we do
not say, perhaps there is a sun;
perhaps there may be stars to burn
their fires in the firmament; perhaps
the earth may support us; perhaps we
breathe; perhaps air may assist
respiration; perhaps there may be
symmetry in nature. We behold these
phenomena, and we make them the
basis of our reasoning, the basis of

our faith. Sophists in the brotherhood today are using deceptive arguments in
their attempt to justify the organizations used in doing the work of the church.
One of their sophistical tricks, which they have been forced to silently abandon
as debaters have shown the absurdity of it, is the use of syllogisms "to prove the
scripturalness" of their actions. This form of sophistry reached its acme as the
brotherhood's champion of sophistry built it up as the greatest, strongest
argument he had seen during his vast experience in "more than a hundred
debates". Thus he defiantly injected it in to the debate, and to his chagrin had
it and all its glory completely exploded in the very next speech of his opponent.
Since then a sickly silence has overwhelmed the champion regarding his mighty
argument, and I don't reckon it's possible to get him to "open his head" about
it anymore. The reason: he and others were made to see that it could do no more
than deceive many honest brethren who are not accustomed to the acts of the
arena of argumentation. It is no more than the subterfuge of satan, and we pray
that all men will soon leave it completely.
Another artifice of satan consists in weakening the evidence of known things

by arguments taken from things unknown. His agents ask these questions to
support atheism and infidelity: Why are there so many treasures concealed in
the depths of the sea? Why are there so many uninhabited deserts? Why so
many inaccessible mountains? Why so many insects which are a burden to
nature, and which disfigure and destroy it? Why did God create men to suffer
in the physical way? As they emphasize these questions, the atheists conclude,
either there is no God, or he has not the perfections which Christians attribute
to him.
Whether wittingly I know not, gentle reader, but my brethren of the group

doing the work of the church through human organizations are using this
stratagem of satan to justify their actions. It isn't revealed, isn't known, they say,
just "how" the Lord intended the orphans to be cared for. They argue that he
told us to care for them, but the "how" is "unknown", it's a secret. So, they
argue, the "unknown" allows us to use our own will and way in creating human
institutions to do this work of the church. (Concluded In Next weeks Bulletin)


