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"What Happened to Your Hands?"- by  Ellen Kyle
"What happened to your hands?" the

little girl asked of the man who was
standing there. "How did you get those
scars? Did it hurt? I'm sorry, I don't
mean to stare."

The kind man smiled, then He sat
down and placed her on his knee. "You
ask me about the scars on my hands  
love gave them to me." "You see, I
once lived in a perfect home, a palace
so very fine. A beautiful place where
no tears or pain or sadness would ever
be mine. But people are just like little
lost sheep who don't know the way to
go, They needed someone to give of
himself, it's the only way they could
know. So I left my home and came to
earth to save man from his sin. 

I loved them so much and I was the
one who could help them the victory
win. I told them about forgiveness,
showed love for all mankind. I healed
the sick, made the lame to walk and
gave sight back to the blind. I fed the
hungry, ten lepers cleansed, I calmed
the angry wave, I brought a man
named Lazarus, back out of his grave.
I lived a life that was sinless, I showed
them it could be done, If they would
only trust and believe in me, God's
only Son."

"I bet they were glad to see you,"
she said. "I bet they were happy you

came!" "Some of them were," he
smiled, then said, "But most of them
cursed my name." "They tried to
change my words of love, to trap me in
a lie. Because of hatred, envy and
hearts of stone, they wanted me to die.
They held a trial and accused me, not
a word in defense I said, Even those
who called me friend, ran away filled
with dread. They beat me till blood ran
down my back, placed a crown of
thorns on my head."

"Oh how badly that must have hurt,"
the little girl quietly said. "I stumbled
as I carried my cross up the hill, my
date with death, to meet. I hung there
in pain for hours with nails in my
hands and feet. All the sin of the world
was upon me as I hung there on that
day, It was such an appalling sight my
own father had to turn away."

"Why did you let them do it?" she
asked as a tear fell from her eye.
"Because I loved the lost so much that
for them I was willing to die." I said,
"Lord please forgive them, for they
know not what they do."

The little girl asked him, quite
amazed, "You died for the evil ones
too?" "You were so kind and they were
so cruel   I really don't understand
why." She shook her head tried to
blink back the tears and then she

started to cry. "When they put those
nails in your hands," she asked, "was
that the most painful part?"

"No" He said, "what hurt the most
was the pain of my broken heart."
When the man had finished speaking,
she looked again at his hands, As she
saw Him now, through eyes full of
love, she began to understand. No
greater love would ever be shown to a
world filled with sinful man, Than the
love that the little girl saw that day, in
the scars on Jesus' hands. - Via -
Guardian of Truth XLI: 9 p. 8-9,
April May 1, 1997

Was Jesus' Death An
Accident? - by Jack L. Holt,

Memphis, Tn
The heart and core of the

dispensational theory is that Christ
came to earth to restore the physical
kingdom of David to Israel. But since
Israel did not accept Him as King, He
was frustrated in this mission. This
"unforeseen" event caused the Old
Testament prophecies to be postponed.
Further, the church was set up as an
interim arrangement until Christ comes
again. At His second coming Christ
will set up His kingdom and reign on
David's throne in earthly Jerusalem for
a literal thousand years.

The dispensational (premillennial)
theory should be seen for what it really
is. It is not just harmless speculation
about "unfulfilled prophecy," but is
rank unbelief. This "harmless theory"
voids the true mission of Christ to the
world and makes the death of Christ an
accident. One way to prove this whole
theory is false is to show from the
Scriptures that the mission of Christ

was spiritual. And in fulfilling this
mission the cross was not accidental
but a just moral necessity (Rom.
3:24-26).

"Why did my Savior come to earth
and to the humble go?" Here is a
trustworthy statement about His
mission: "This is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptation that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
sinners" (1 Tim. 1:15). In 1 John 4:14
it is declared, "And we have seen and
do testify that the Father hath sent His
Son to be the Savior of the world."
Further, "Ye know He was manifested
to take away sins" (1 John 3:5). The
Hebrew writer tells us "He appeared to
take away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself" (Heb. 9:26). Now did Jesus
come to set up a material kingdom or
to die for the sins of the world?

The salvation of man from sin is
possible only because a sacrifice for
sin has been made. Jesus came "not to
be ministered unto, but to minister (not
reign as an earthly king, JLH) and to
give His life a ransom for many"
(Matt. 20:28). Paul didn't think the
death of Christ was an accident. He
wrote, "Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor.
15:3). If His death was according to
the Scriptures how was it an accident?
Peter said, "He was delivered
according to the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God" (Acts
2:23). As Jesus approached the cross
He said, "The Son of man must go as it
is written of Him" (Matt. 26:24). But
the dispensationalist makes the "must"
an accident.

Isaiah spoke of the suffering and



vicarious death of Jesus in chapter
fifty-three. In Acts 8, we see the
Ethiopian eunuch reading and
reflecting on this chapter when Philip
joined him. When the eunuch wanted
guidance, Philip began at the same
Scripture and preached unto him Jesus.
Philip found Jesus, not national Israel
in Isaiah 53. Jesus, His mission, His
sufferings and death, are in the Old
Testament. In an effort to escape the
New Testament interpretation of
Isaiah 53, some seek to apply the
chapter to the nation of Israel. There
are three reasons why this chapter
cannot apply to national Israel.

First, the chapter tells us of one who
voluntarily suffered. This was never
true of Israel. They didn't volunteer to
go into captivity. Second, the one who
suffers in this chapter is innocent. This
is not true of a nation, nor of any mere
man. "All we like sheep have gone
astray," but He didn't. The New
Testament writers apply the passage to
Jesus (1 Pet. 2:22ff; Lk. 22:37; Heb.
9:28) Third, the one who suffers in this
chapter suffers for the sins of others. It
is not only voluntary suffering, but
vicarious suffering. The nation of
Israel never suffered for the sins of the
world. When you read Isaiah 53, you
come face to face with Jesus. The
message of that chapter is the Gospel
message of the spiritual mission of
Christ.

In revealing the purpose of His
coming Jesus said, "I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but
the will of Him that sent me" (John
6:38). In doing God's will, Jesus came
to earth not to set up an earthly

kingdom, but to die for our sins. Paul
pictures the journey of Christ to earth
in Phil. 2:5-9. Jesus was in the form of
God, (v. 5) but He didn't cling to that.
He voluntarily emptied Himself of the
glories of heaven (v. 7; John 17:4-5)
and took upon Himself the form of a
servant and became obedient to death,
even the death of the cross (v. 8). This
death, far from being an accident, was
involved in the incarnation itself and
was involved in the will of God (Heb.
10:5-10).

Before Jesus left heaven, He knew
the cross was at the end of the road
(Heb. 12:2 - check Vincents Word
Studies here). Paul said, "Ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye through His
poverty (not through His reigning as
an earthly, king) ye might be rich" (2
Cor. 8:9). The riches of the kingdom
of Christ are spiritual.

Jesus knew the redemption could be
won only by the way of the cross. In
the temptation He rejected "the easy
way," to gain the kingdoms of the
world as offered by the devil (Matt.
4:8-10). In the garden, as He faced the
agonizing death of the cross, He
prayed that the will of God that He
came to do would be done (Matt.
26:39). His going to the cross was not
the surrender to fate by a helpless,
frustrated victim but the voluntary
sacrifice of one whose soul was strong
and who loves us all with a "love
divine all love excelling." The cry
from the cross, "It is finished," was not
the cry of a helpless victim, but the cry
of the greatest victor the world has

ever known. The death of Jesus differed from the death of all other men. "He
dismissed His spirit" (Matt. 27:50). He chose the moment of His death. His death
was completely voluntary. "No man taketh (my life) from me, but I lay it down
of myself" (John 10:18; Phil. 2:5-7): Death was not forced upon Him, for He had
control of all events. He could also have raised Himself from the dead. Jesus was
not afraid to die. He had powers at His disposal that He could have used to escape
death (Matt. 26:53). But had He escaped death the question comes, "How then
could the Scripture be fulfilled that thus it must be?" (Matt. 26:54). Here and in
other verses you have the Divine Imperatives. It is not, "Well, I guess I'll go to the
cross since this is the way the Jews want it," but this is the way it must be. (Check
these "Divine Musts," Matt. 16:21; Mk. 9:31; 14:49; Lk. 9:22; 17:25; 24:7;
John 12:34; 20:9; Acts 17:3; Heb. 9:16).

To say that Jesus formed the purpose of dying for man after opposition to Him
arose among the Jews is just a futile attempt to evade the plain statements of the
Scriptures. In Lk. 24:24-27, Jesus said, ". . . O fools and slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these things
and to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself." Jesus
said the Scriptures are about Me, about My suffering and death. Why be so slow
to believe them? The dispensationalists are not slow to believe them, they don't
believe them at all! Why did Jesus put an "ought not Christ to have suffered these
things," if it were all an accident? In v. 26, Jesus said He was to suffer these
things and enter into His glory. When Christ entered into His glory, He received
the kingdom. Put two scriptures together, "Grant that my two sons may sit . . . in
thy kingdom" (Matt. 20:20-21). Then, "Grant that we may sit . . . in thy glory"
(Mk. 10:35-37). When Christ entered into His glory, He received the kingdom.
But He must suffer and die to enter into His glory. Without the sufferings and
death of Christ there could be no kingdom or glory. There must be first the cross,
then the crown (cf. 1 Tim., 3:16; Heb. 2:9). Now since you can't have the
kingdom without the cross, if the cross was an accident, was the kingdom also an
accident? Jesus was not a helpless victim of Jewish unbelief. Neither was He a
helpless martyr for His ideals who was swept along by the current to the cross.
He was in complete control of all things every step of the way to the cross.
Nothing could be done by man to hinder or thwart the divine mission. Jesus lived
by. God's will and in keeping with His time and every event had its hour. "Known
unto God are all His works from the beginning" (Acts 15:18). The Scriptures
clearly teach that the mission of Christ was spiritual. He came to die on the cross
to save a lost world not to restore the national kingdom to Israel. That fact proves
dispensationaIism is false to the core. The whole dispensational program is
materialistic, unscriptural and those who accept it are guilty of unbelief. The
people of God should not glory in some materialistic hope. With Paul let us say,
"God forbid that we should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." —
Via  Guardian of Truth XXVI: 3, pp, 34-35, January 21, 1982


