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Effective Teachers
Over the years people have

identified three kinds of teachers,
each of which are remembered (or
forgotten) for different reasons.
! There are teachers who are never

remembered because they
influence their students very little.

! There are teachers who are never
forgiven (unless it's after they've
passed away) due to their
harshness and failure to
communicate concern.

! There are teachers who are never
forgotten because of their care and
effectiveness in helping their
students grow.

The story is told of James Michner,
the author, who once declined an
invitation from President Eisenhower
for dinner at the White House because
he was scheduled for the same
evening that Michner's high school
teacher was being honored. It seems
that the author would not be missed 
at the White House, but he would be
dearly missed by his teacher, to whom
he owed such a debt.
There are several qualities we must

possess if we are to be effective
teachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
# Effective teachers must know

GOD and HIS SON, JESUS.
# "This is eternal life, that they

might know the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent" (John 17:3). Many of us
have not had a new thought about
God since we were children. An
effective teacher evaluates his
concepts of and about God
constantly (to be sure they are
both complete and accurate).

# Effective teachers must know the
message  t hey  des i re  to
communicate. 

# A farmer once remarked, "You
can't no more teach what `cha
don't know than you can come
back from where yah ain't been!"
Unfortunately some people have
developed the concept that one
must be suspicious of an
"educated" preacher, as if he is
not "called by God" and cannot
be trusted. This presumes the
claim of continued guidance and
revelation, neither of which
arrangement is Bible taught (Gal.
1:8 ; II John 9-10). It is
imperative that the teacher of the
gospel be properly prepared
(Eph. 6:15), which preparation is
gained through diligent study (II
Tim. 2:15).

# Effective teachers must know the
mission and the true nature of the

church.
# The church is the "body of

Christ" (Col. 1:18). Its mission is
the same as was Christ's when he
walked on this earth. Notice that
Christ evangelized saint and
sinner alike (Lk. 19:10); and
stressed edification strengthening
the saved, (Lk. 22:32), individual
responsibility in benevolent
matters (Matt. 25:34-46), and
worship and devotion to God
(Lk. 4:16-21 ; John 4:23-24).
Our mission is to do the same and
to give the world the opportunity
to be Christians only. We do not
need to restore the Restoration, so
much as we need to restore the
church of the New Testament.
Understand that most religious
groups teach and practice some
truth. The primary difference
between the denominations and
the churches of Christ is that we
seek to practice all of the truth at
the same time. Knowing this
difference and communicating
this difference well is what makes
a teacher effective.

# Effective teachers must know
human nature.

# The parable of the sower
describes four different kinds of
soil: wayside, rocky, thorny, and
good (Matt. 13:3-8). Even the
good soil was varied, some
bringing forth 100, 60, and 30
fold (Matt. 13:23). People have
varying temperaments and God
recognizes this (Rom. 12:18). We
are asked to give some thought as
to how to answer everyone (Col.

4:6) and to "speak the truth in
love" (Eph. 4:15). The content of
our message will be more readily
received if it is accompanied by
love, tact, respect and sincerity,
especially if we are recognized as
having integrity. The Roman Poet
Cicero once remarked that an
orator was "a good man speaking
Well."

Conscientious Christians often
excuse themselves from teaching
because they feel unworthy and
inadequate to attempt such a serious
task (presumably because the
consequences of eternity, are so far
reaching). It should be stressed,
however, that ones who have the
talent and opportunity (Matt. 25:15-
30) will be held responsible for the
failure to teach (James 4:17 ; II Cor.
5:10), even as one must answer for a
defective effort at teaching (Rom.
14:12).
Our Lord depends upon the

preaching and teaching of His word
for the furtherance of His kingdom
(Matt. 28:18-20 ; Mk. 16:15-16 ;
Acts 20:20). IF WE FAIL, he has
made no other provisions. --- By Hal
Snyder via GOT. May 3, 1990.

Are You Sowing?
   The prophet Haggai pens a pertinent
question in Chapter 2 and verse 19:
"Is the seed yet in the barn?" Since
the parable of the sower explains that
the "seed is the Word of God" (Luke
8:11), this question that seems
particularly applicable to efforts in the
gospel to reach the lost.
   As we bemoan the lack of
conversions to Christ, can it be that



the "seed" is yet in the barn? Are we
limiting the harvest of souls from that
"field that is white unto harvest"
because of this? Are we depending
upon those few outsiders who come to
where the seed is dispensed for our
growth and for conversions to the
glory of God? Is the reason for the
more often than not, limited harvest,
the seed is not being taken out of the
barn? We are storing and not sowing
the seed. Before you reject this
consideration, give it serious thought
from your standpoint.
   Jesus Said in Matthew's account
(13:3) of the parable of the sower,
"Behold, a sower went forth to sow."
Have you stopped to ask, "Why did
the sower go forth" in this
presentation? Simple! He knew the
field would not come to him.
Literally, harvest depends on putting
the seed in the soil. The same is so
with respect to the lost and teaching
them the will of God: it depends upon
putting the seed in their heart. Harvest
depends on this and is in proportion to
the amount of seed sown. Are we
sowing, or storing? "Is the seed yet in
the barn?"
   As Jesus called his disciples to
follow Him, he promised, "I will
make you fishers of men" (Mark
1:17). One may buy the best fishing
equipment on the market, but it won't
produce in the closet or the garage!
To catch fish you have to use your
equipment and go where they are. To
catch a lot of fish one must fish a lot.
The application being "fishers of
men" is more than obvious. We have
the necessary equipment, the Gospel,

the revealed Will of God, the power
of God unto Salvation. Coming back
to the illustration, do we have our
hook and line in the water? Can we
say we are fishing if we do not have? 
  Indeed, "Is the Seed yet in the barn?"

---By Julian Snell, Manslick Road
Speaker Vol.15, # 15.

THE CLOCK OF TIME
 The clock of Time is moving on ---
      Another year is past;
 It lingers not for you or me,
      Though it be our first or last.
 It's spring was wound by the Master's
hand
      And no man has the power,
 To speed the pace at which it moves,
      Or save a single
hour.
 Once that spring
has spent itself,
      It can't be
wound again;
 It wears not out
nor needs repair;
      And does not
lose nor gain.
 We can't turn
back its moving
hands
      To re-live
the year that passed,
 But we can make the one before us
      So much better than the last.
 --- By James P. Needham -
FATHER TIME - 12-29-75

TIME IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT ASPECT OF
LIFE, THUS IT MATTERS
NOT WHAT WE GAIN IN

THIS LIFE IF WE LOSE OUR
OWN SOULS.

THOUGHT TO PONDER!
Once upon a time, an English lady appointed herself the guardian of the village
morals. One day she accused a local man of having reverted to drinking,
because "with her own eyes" she had seen his wheelbarrow standing outside a
tavern all night. The accused man did not give much of a verbal defense, but
simply placed his wheelbarrow outside the lady's house and left it there all
night! -- Moral of the story (there are three): Not everything is what it
seems...or, be careful about jumping to conclusions...or, pointing a finger may
come back to haunt you. -- anonymous

THE SON OF MAN CAME ....
   It is a moving experience to reflect upon the prayer life of Jesus.   He prayed
OFTEN and at LENGTH.   Mark reports that the Lord prayed at the start, in the
middle, and at the end of His Ministry (Mk. 1:35 ; 6:46 ; 14:32).   Even though
Jesus was and is the Son of God, he felt a need for prayer.   HE spoke often with
His Heavenly Father.  Jesus felt a longing to pray.   This is obvious.   He
repeatedly turned away from the crowds, even from the disciples to pray.  
Obviously, there were matters pressing heavily upon His Spirit; otherwise, it is
doubtful if he would have arisen "while it was still dark."   In the stillness of the
night, a great while before day, our Lord and Savior arose from sleep and went
out into a solitary place to pray.   Jesus found strength and comfort in prayer. 
 The gospels do not describe the inner feelings of Jesus, but they do tell us how
Jesus returned from the place of prayer renewed in strength and power, and
confident of the next step to take.   And so it can and should be with us.  As I've
grown spiritually, I've come to believe that the single most important part of a
Christian's life is prayer.  If a man or woman, young boy or girl, has good
prayer habits then that individual is going to live a more powerful life.   But if
one has poor prayer habits, he'll wither up and blow away, spiritually.
   The amazing thing is that, even though prayer is probably the most important
part of the Christian Life, it is also the easiest to neglect.   If we neglect the
assembly, sooner or later somebody is going to start "bugging" us to be more
regular in our attendance.   If we fail to study the Bible as we should, the
teacher or preacher may eventually be able to tell.   But nobody can keep tabs
on our prayer life.   That is a private and personal thing.   You are the only one
that can detect if your prayer life is in trouble, and only you can do something
about it.   By the way, HOW IS YOUR PRAYER LIFE??? -- Copied and
Adapted from Mnemonic Reaper  


