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I WAS WARNED !!!
My Friends and relatives were

shocked when they heard I was
studying the Bible to become a
member of  Christ's church..-a
"Christian" only.
I Realize now that they were
completely sincere and honest as they
attempted to show me the mistake I
would be making. By studying the
Bible I found that the things they
believed about Christ's church are not
so. If they had been so, I truly would
have been making a serious mistake.
Having been a member of a religious
sect for several years, it is easy for me
to understand the views of these
people. And I am sure that out of their
love for me they were trying to be
helpful. But now I realize they were
g u i d e d  b y  g r i e v o u s
misunderstandings.
My Friends and relatives have sent

me various pamphlets and tracts
which contained conflicting and
confusing teachings about the church,
baptism, Christian worship and other
topics. There were, in these
pamphlets, a number of quotations
from catechisms, prayer books and
other creeds of uninspired men. All of
these seemed to say that whatever any
man believes to be true, is true.
But I have come to know through the

study of the Scripture that the Word
of God, the Bible, is the only divinely
recognized authority in Christianity.
Hence, I am now a convert to Christ
and therefore a member of His
church, the church of Christ.
I have Not, as my protestant and

catholic friends predicted, found
anything taught in the church of
Christ anything contrary to the
teaching of the Bible. The churches of
Christ do not embrace a religion of
fear and superstition. They accept the
scripture and it alone as their rule of
faith and practice. They adhere
strictly to the teaching in the Scripture
that man has access to God only
through Christ.
Surely it is not presumptuous on my

part to believe that all who are really
interested in their soul's salvation
would be willing to accept the church
that Christ purchased with His own
precious blood which He says is the
"pillar and support of the truth."
I have found that the church of

Christ is completely scriptural in
organization, worship, membership,
and teaching. I have been gratified to
learn of many people around the
world who have come to this same
conclusion through their sincere study
of the Scripture. —  A u t h o r

Unknown

THE TRUTH
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a

redemptive law. It is, in fact, the
redemptive law of God for man. This
being true, the New Testament has as
its aim or design the salvation of
souls. The term salvation, as it is
applied in the New Testament to
man's spiritual redemption, has two
distinct, if interrelated, meanings. It
sometimes refers to the forgiveness of
sins which one can presently possess
(Lk. 1:17 ; II Tim. 2:10), while on
the other occasions it is a reference to
the eternal rewards and benefits of
heaven which await us beyond the
great day of judgment (I Thess. 5:8-9
; Heb. 9:28 ; I Peter 1:5). That these
two ideas are closely linked is seen in
the fact that no man can enter heaven
who does not first obtain forgiveness
of sins (Rom. 6:22-23 ; John 8:21).
Our study of salvation in this article,
therefore, will deal with how one
obtains (and retains) forgiveness of
sins with a view to the eternal reward.
It will be noted that our study also

involves the word TRUTH. The
reason for this is that salvation cannot
be enjoyed separate and apart from
the truth of God. The truth which
saves is the word of Jehovah: the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Sanctify them through thy truth; thy
word is truth" (John 17:17). "For I
am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"
(Romans 1:16). In order for the truth
-the gospel- to save, one must...

�KNOW THE TRUTH 
Our Savior declared, "And ye shall

know the truth and the truth shall
make you free" (John 8:32). While
involving more than a mere
understanding of God's Word, the
knowledge mentioned here certainly
demands that one possess such
understanding. In other words, one
who is ignorant of the Master's 
"conditions of pardon" cannot be
saved. In the first three verses of
Romans 10, Paul wrote: "Brethren,
my heart's desire and the prayer of
God for Israel is, that they might be
saved. For I bear them record that
they have a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge. Fore they
being ignorant of God's righteousness,
and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of
God." No, my friends, one cannot
become a Christian (a saved
individual) by accident! He must
know the conditions of pardon which
have been stipulated by God.
However, this knowledge alone will
not save anyone. There are many
unsaved souls who know what the
BIBLE teaches. In addition to
knowing, man must...

�BELIEVE THE TRUTH 
 The world is filled with people
who, having studied their Bibles (and
study is the key to knowledge!), know
its teaching on many, if not most,
subjects - but they do not believe it!
Among other things the Bible declares
that (1) God IS, (2) Jesus of Nazareth
is His Son, (3) Jesus was born of a
virgin, (4) He was raised from the



dead and (5) all men will be raised
from the dead. Page the atheist who
knows that this is taught but does not
b e l i e v e  i t .  H E  S T A N D S
CONDEMNED!
In order to be saved one must

believe in God (Heb. 11:6) , in Jesus
Christ as His Son (John 8:24 ; 20:30-
31) and in the Gospel as His Word
(Mk. 16:15-16). Coupled with man's
belief of the truth must also be a
fervent...

�LOVE FOR THE TRUTH 
Paul speaks of those who perish
"because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved"
(II Thess. 2:10). John suggests that
one possess a "spirit of truth" or a
"spirit of error" (I John 4:6). If one is
not a truth lover, he must be a lover of
the exact and precise opposite - error!
Surely the man who is a lover of truth
may ignorantly walk in error being
deceived into believing that it is
TRUTH. Such a man was Saul of
Tarsus. He affirms of His erroneous
walk that he, "did it ignorantly in
unbelief" (I Tim. 1:13). When he
learned better, he changed. So is it
today. When one hears and learns the
truth, if he is a true truth-lover, he will
renounce his error. On the other hand,
while the man who delights in error
may take heed to certain matters of
truth, he will always be found walking
in some error because he has a love
for it. Under pressure he may
renounce some error but never all of
it. Paul writes of those who are "ever
learning, and never able to come to
the knowledge of the truth." Why,
Paul, do they never come to the

knowledge of the truth? "Now as
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses,
so do these who resist the truth..." (II
Tim. 3:7-8). Whenever one is fearful
of having his religious belief, teaching
or practice investigated, such fear is a
pretty good sign that he is more
interested in adhering to a particular
personal or party viewpoint that is
ascertaining the TRUTH! With the
love of the truth comes the next step
that man will do...

�OBEY THE TRUTH 
While many, perhaps most,

denominational leaders teach that
obedience to the gospel is
unnecessary to salvation, the New
Testament clearly and emphatically
teaches that submissive obedience to
the precepts of the Master is essential.
The following passages speak so
clearly and eloquently that I need not
comment on them. "Not every one
that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of MY Father
which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21).
"Who (God) will render to every man
according to his deeds: To them who
by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory and honor and
immortality, eternal life: But unto
them that are contentious, and do not
obey the TRUTH, but obey
unrighteousness, indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish..."
(Romans 2:6-9). "Seeing it is a
righteous thing with God to
recompense tribulation to those that
trouble you; And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven

 with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that KNOW
NOT GOD, and that OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power..."  (II Thess. 1:6-9). [ Those who
claim to love Christ and His word and do not the things that are in them are
deceiving themselves and lying to God....cf. I John 2:3-4. The consequences
of lying can be found in Rev. 21:8. Rather the man who trust's in the Word of
the Lord and it's commandments is he who is described in I John 2:5...THINK
ON THESE THINGS. editor's comment]  "Though he (Jesus) where a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him..." (Heb.
5:8-9). "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently..." (I Peter 1:22). "Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city" (Rev. 22:14). Obviously, space does not permit
our printing the context of these verses. You are encouraged to reach such from
your own Bibles to see that no perversion is made in claiming that they teach
the essentiality of active obedience.
   Surely, my friends, the message of God concerning TRUTH AND
SALVATION is clear! One is dependent upon man's acceptance (as above
outlined) of the other. Our plea is for men (spelled Y-O-U) to learn, believe,
love and obey the truth that they might be saved! WILL YOU? --- By Roger M.
Hendricks.

GIVE ME THE TRUTH  

If you are my friend, if you are concerned about my soul, give me the
truth. Do not flatter me. 

Do not praise my virtues while ... remaining silent about my vices. Do
not fear that truth will offend me. Do not treasure our friendship, our

friendly relations, above my salvation.
Do not think by ignoring my sins you can help me. Do not think that
being blind to my sins will prove yourself charitable. However I may

react to it, whatever may be my attitude toward you after you have
done it, give me thetruth. The truth, and only the truth, can make me

free from the shackles of sin (John 8:31), strengthen me in the pathway
of righteousness, and lead me to the joys of heaven.

If I am wavering, weak, lukewarm, indifferent, neglectful; if I have
been overtaken in a trespass; if I have been drawn into the pleasures of
the world; if I have left my first love; if I have been led astray by error;
or if I have done none of these, but simply need to grow in knowledge

and be edified, GIVE ME THE TRUTH! - By Bill Crews


