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"Hell's Faithful Christians"- Part 2 - Author Unknown
 Likewise, I do not mean that every
congregation should provide a
meeting-place and "invite" the
community to "come out and visit our
services." Granted: it is commendable
for a congregation to appoint elders,
support an evangelist, schedule gospel
m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  a
meeting-place.... But ...these few
things can in no way take care of the
individual responsibility of the
individual Christian to teach. In Matt.
28:18-20 Jesus came and spake unto
them saying, "All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the
world."

Some Deductions From The
Passage

(1) Jesus has all power. ; (2) The
disciples were commanded to teach.;
(3) They were commanded to baptize,
(or make disciples), by the authority
of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. ;
(4) They were to teach new disciples
to observe Christ's commands. ; (5)
Christ will remain with us throughout

time (not in the flesh). "He ever liveth
to make intercession . . ." (Hebrews
7:25.)  So, Christ's commands remain
perpetually alive throughout time, for
every new disciple receives the same
instruction that the disciples received
from Christ in Matt. 28:19-20, i.e. to
teach, baptize, and teach!  The
commands to teach are among the
most neglected commands in the New
Testament by members of the church
of Christ. Indeed, they are also much
neglected by preachers in the delivery
of sermons (i.e. teaching to teach).
Numerically speaking, and by
comparison with other "religious"
bodies, the church has made rapid
advancement in the past few years,
but considering our gains in the light
of our responsibilities, we stand naked
in the sight of God.
The church is nearly two thousand

years old.... It is a teaching institution
. . . . And yet, it is said that "three die
every tick of the watch who have
never heard that there is a God in
heaven" What is wrong with the
church? Did God somewhere fail in
the planning of the church? (See Eph.
3:8-12.)  Of course the answer is NO!
The failure is not on God's part! Man
has failed to carry out God's plans.
The Old Testament reveals that God

once saved eight people in a ship
which he called the ark. Those eight
were saved because Noah carried out
God's plans. They would have been
lost had Noah failed to put into use
God's plans. The church hasn't done
its greatest work because of man's
failure to obey God's laws. Many
"Christians" do not read their Bibles,
do not pray, do not worship God;
indeed, do not do anything that does
not suit their liking.
One preacher said, "I have gone into

congregations to preach where there is
nothing being done
about personal
work and found
that members go to
s l e e p  o n  my
sermons and gripe
because I preach
too long. But when
I go to a place
where the members
are busy trying to
teach others, they
grasp every word
and take notes on
what is said so that they may use it in
teaching others." Experience has
many times proven that the above
statement is true!

Excuses
There are many and varied excuses

as to why brethren do not do personal
teaching. "Having boiled everything
down", we inevitably reach the
conclusion that one is not a faithful
Christian who will not teach!
Brethren, encourage Christians to
teach! Our excuses may satisfy some
mortals.... but, will they satisfy God?

Worship alone will not save.
According to Jesus, some who praise
him will not enter the kingdom of
heaven. Christ said, "Not every one
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21.) 
Consider seriously, friend, are you
among "Hell's Faithful Christians"? --
-- Via - The Gospel Guardian -
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THE CHRISTIANS CREED -
WHAT IS YOUR
CREED BOOK?

If you were to ask a
Christian for a copy of
the "creed" or "book of
rules" of the church of
Christ, he could only
offer you a copy of the
New Testament. The
only written creed the
church that Christ built
has ever had is the New
Testament. It was given
by inspiration of God,

and is sufficient to furnish the man of
God unto all good works..(II Tim
3:16,17). It meets the needs of the
whole world..(Mark 16:15). This is
the only message we are authorized to
use in  the  conversion of
s i n n e r s . ( M k 1 6 : 1 5 - 1 6 ; M a t t .
28:19-20). Jesus taught that the word
of God is enduring and that by it we
shall be judged..(Lk. 21:33; John 12
:48). The authority of Christ, as
expressed in the New Testament, is
the only safe guide for the church. It
is sinful for the church to submit to



any other authority. The Gospel is
God's power to save..(Rom. 1:16).
James says it is able to save..
(Jas.1:21). Paul writes that it did save
the Corinthians..(I Cor. 15:1-2). The
curse of God rests upon the man who
preaches another Gospel or dares to
add to or subtract from it..(Gal. 1:8;
Rev 22:18-19).
In spite of the plain Biblical teaching

above, we find good, religious people
subscribing to human creeds. Even
those who subscribe to man-made
creeds will not claim for them any
saving power. They are but the
products of human opinion and stand
as barriers to the unity of religious
people. Man-made creeds are based
upon two wicked assumptions..: (1)
The New Testament is not sufficient
to meet the needs and govern the
people of God.  (2) This supposed
insufficiency can be remedied by
weak, fallible, erring man. Without
such assumptions there is no excuse
for the making of any human creed.  
Human creeds are objectionable for a
number of reasons. 
• They are not inspired of God.
• They do not meet the needs of the
whole world.
• They are not perfect.
• They must be revised every few
years.
• We shall not be judged by them.
• They set aside and make void the
word of God.
• They teach many things contrary to
the New Testament.
• They keep people divided on the
question of religion.
They should, therefore, be laid aside

forever, or better still burned and
forgotten. As long as a single one of
them is in force anywhere, division
will exist. They are subversive of
divine authority and of the peace,
unity, and fellowship that should
characterize those who desire to
please God and go to heaven when
they die. 
As simple Christians we take the

authority of Christ, as expressed in
the New Testament, as our only rule
of faith and practice.  It is the only
creed that needs no revision. By
Rufus R.Clifford.

WHY KICK THE BIBLE???
I have before me the Bible that I

received on my third birthday.
Reflecting back, I can remember that
one of the things which little boys did
not do was to mistreat their Bibles.
You were not to kick, throw, or
otherwise mutilate your Bible. Now I
understand that a cardboard covered
book with gold spray paint on the
edges is not a sacred material object.
However, I do see a great need for
"grown-ups" to have some of that
childhood respect for the spiritual
message contained in the pages of this
little book. Almost daily, we hear
statements which trample on and kick
the Word of God. This article is an
examination of some of these
statements, in an effort to wake us up
to the reality of what we are doing to
the Word - and our Souls - when these
are stated and believed. 

"It Doesn't Matter What You
Believe."

 To say that it doesn't matter what a
person believes in religion is to kick

 the Bible. If the will and doctrines of men are as good as the truth and will of
God, then what purpose does the Bible serve? We live in a society which
presumptuously claims no need for Biblical authority in religion. At the same
time, it much pleads for unity among the religions of men. Truth is
compromised on every hand in order to achieve this "unity". Men are satisfied,
but the Law is trampled and unattended.  The Bible teaches that what we
believe and teach does make a difference.  Paul spoke of the one gospel and the
seriousness of preaching another, saying, "But though we, of an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1:8)  Then, he repeats himself. (vs. 9) 
Jesus taught that if a man loved him, he would keep his words. (John 14:23-25) 
What you believe might not make a difference to the denominational world, but
it does make a difference to God. 

"I Cannot Understand The Bible"
To say that one is unable to understand the Bible is to blame God.  In effect,

one is saying that God failed in not making His Revelation simple enough for
mankind to comprehend.  God's word shows that one can understand enough of
it to believe and be saved.  In John 20:30-31 ,while speaking of the signs that
Jesus did, it says, "But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the  Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his
name."  In 1 John 5:13 he wrote, "These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal
life, and that ye mat believe on the name of the Son of God."  2 Timothy 3:15
speaks of scripture as profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction
in righteousness.  All of these lead us to the conclusion that scripture can be
understood. Surely, we must not blame God for our failures.  When we don't
understand part of the Word of God, it is probably because we haven't
prayerfully studied it enough to understand what God wants us to know.  This
may be because of laziness or indifference, but it is not God's fault.  We know
that some of the things in the New Testament are hard to understand. (2 Pet.
3:16)Even so , I must no accuse God of making it impossible for me to be saved
by asking me to obey a will that is impossible for me to understand. 

"But, I Think..." 
Frankly, some kick the Bible by saying, "I know what it says, but I think..."  I

don't believe that many of us believe that we contain more wisdom than the
Word, but sometimes we act that way.  When we disagree with the Bible, we ate
saying, "God said this, but He is wrong, because I think this." Naaman responded,
"Behold, I thought..."  But, he was wrong! (cf., 2 Kings 5:10 f.) We need to
develop the attitude that the Proverb writer expressed, saying, "Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov. 3:5-6) ---- By Dwught
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