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Without God, We are Lost - by Randy Reynolds, Cypress, CA
Without God, we would all be lost

in our sins. But God, through his
wonderful, bountiful love, sent
Jesus to be the sacrifice for our
sins. In 1 John 4:9 the writer John
expresses this thought very well.
"In this the love of God was
manifested toward us, that God has
sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through
Him."
Since the Bible informs us that sin

is lawlessness (1 Jn. 3:4) and that
"all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23).
The ultimate consequence of our
sin will lead us into spiritual death
(cf. Rom. 6:16,23; Jas. 1:15),
which is an eternal separation from
our God (2 Thess. 1:9). We should
be thankful that God has made
provision for an alternative. God
has provided a way of escape. He
has provided a way for each man to
be set free of sin and its eternal
consequences. We don't have to be
lost, forever separated from God,
cast into the fires of hell. There has
been provided for us a way of
escape.

What is our way of escape? Jesus
Christ. Jesus said, "For the Son of
Man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost" (Lk. 19:10).
Paul plainly told Timothy, "This is
a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners" (1
Tim. 1:15). Jesus continues to be
our only way to the Father (cf. Jn.
14:6).
Jesus is our ransom. The word

"ransom" simply refers to
something paid or given to liberate
a man from a situation from which
it is impossible for him to free
himself. In Matthew's gospel
record, Jesus said of himself, "Just
as the Son of Man did come not to
be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many"
(20:28). This is one of the clearest
statements in the New Testament
that describes the saving effect of
Jesus' death. A payment was
needed to release man from his
sin(s) and bring him back to God,
and Jesus was that price.
Jesus is our propitiation. To fully

comprehend and appreciate Christ

as our "propitiation" it is good to
consider some points in 1 John
1:6-2:1. Obviously in these verses
the emphasis is placed upon man's
need to be in fellowship with
Deity. Once again it is emphasized
that the supreme problem of this
fellowship is sin. John would have
us to know that "He Himself
(Jesus) is the propitiation for our
sins" (1 Jn. 2:2). In other words, it
is through or by Jesus that man's
fellowship is restored and
maintained. A way has been
provided for the defilement of sin
to be removed (cf. 1 Jn. 1:7,9).
Once that defilement has been
covered or removed, man's
relationship can be fully restored.
"Being justified freely by His

grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, whom God set
forth to be a propitiation by His
blood,  through faith,  to
demonstrate His righteousness,
because in His forbearance God
has passed over the sins that were
previously committed" (Rom.
3:24-25).
Jesus is our sacrifice. I appreciate

the way the Hebrew writer
expresses this thought, "For such a
High Priest was fitting for us, who
is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and has
become higher than the heavens;
who does not need daily, as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifices,
first for His own sins and then for

the people's, for this He did once
for all when He cf(ered up
Himself" (Heb. 7:26-27, emp.
mine, RR). The greatest Day of
Atonement was not when the
Levitical High Priest washed his
hands and his feet; put off his
beautiful robe; clothed himself in
linen clothes, the holy garments,
and made sacrifice for himself and
all the people. The greatest Day of
Atonement came when the sinless
Son of God, our High Priest,
offered the one perfect sacrifice -
Himself. Thus, by doing so, by His
sacrifice, He opened the way to
God.
"But this Man, after He had

offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down at the right hand
of God" (Heb. 10:12). "But now,
once at the end of the ages, He has
appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. 9:26).
Jesus is our reconcilation.

"Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord does not impute iniquity"
(Psa. 32:2). The apostle Paul tells
us that it is one who is in Christ,
the New Creation (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17).
Now wait a minute! I thought that
man was lost and without hope
because of sin? That's exactly
right. But something great has
taken place. Listen to what Paul
has to say in 2 Corinthians
5:18-19, "Now all things are of
God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and



has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, that is; that God was
in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not imputing their
trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of
reconciliation."
Closing. "We implore you on

Christ's behalf, be reconciled to
God" (2 Cor. 5:20b). ---- Via -

Guardian of Truth XXXVI: 22, p. 684,
November 19, 1992

"Hell's Faithful Christians" -
Author Unknown

In reality the above title is quite
absurd. We realize that there will
be no faithful Christians in hell.
The above title is chosen not
because it is a statement of truth
and fact, but because there are
some church members who are
walking unquestionably in the
ways of death, while being allowed
to believe that they are faithful
Christians. "There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death."
(Prov .14:12.) This proverbial
statement is seemingly descriptive
of any man who, thinking himself
to be justified, lives in a state of
rejection in the sight of God.

Men's Idea
Almost every individual has some

idea as to what he thinks a faithful
Christian is. Sometimes there is
such a vast difference between our
own ideas and God's ideas that a
man can live very nearly any kind

of life and still think of himself as
a faithful Christian. Some think
that because a man will serve at the
Lord's table or lead a public prayer,
he must surely be a faithful
Christian. Others think that one
who attends services regularly or
teaches a Bible class must certainly
be a faithful Christian. Of course,
al l  of  these things are
characteristics of faithful and
interested children of God, but the
fact that a man will teach a Bible
class, lead a public prayer, attend
services regularly, serve at the
Lord's table, etc., does not
necessarily mean that he is a
faithful child of God. Indeed, some
of the "biggest" hypocrites in the
church may do any and/or all of
these things. And yet, many
preachers, teachers, and elders are
commonly guilty of referring to a
man as a faithful Christian on
evidence no stronger than the fact
that he participates in the public
worship services. Brethren, it takes
something more than this to
characterize a faithful Christian.

God's Idea
First, let us ask ourselves the

question, "What is my definition of
a faithful Christian?" Then we
might ask, "Does it coincide with
God's definition?" We will not
attempt to give a simple and
concise definition of the term,
"faithful Christian" (as though
there existed one), nor shall we

 wrestle with extreme detail. Our purpose is to notice a few characteristics
of every Christian faithful in the sight of God.
(1) It goes without saying that a man could not be a faithful Christian

unless he has been born into the family of God. It is characteristic of
every Christian that he has heard the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16 -
10:17), believed it (Heb. 11:6), repented of his sins (Acts 2:38),
confessed the name of Christ as did the eunuch (Acts 8:36), and has been
immersed in water for the remission of sins, which constitutes the putting
on of Christ (Gal. 3:26-27) and/or the entrance into the body of Christ.
(I Cor. 12:13.) (2) A faithful Christian is an obedient Christian. "And
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him." (I John 2:3-4.) The greatest assurance of our
salvation is to continually remain alert (I Cor. 10:12), and obedient to
every command of Christ. Paul reminds us that in view of the fact that the
Israelites became proud and boastful, falling from God, we, too, should
"take heed lest we fall".  (3) Another characteristic of a faithful Christian
is that he is always careful to worship God acceptably. The principles of
acceptable worship are set forth in John 4:23-24. Here we are told that
acceptable worship consists of a combination of truth and spirit. It is
clearly implicatory that truth without spirit (or vice versa) is not
acceptable worship. Many of the Corinthians had failed to worship
acceptably in their observance of the Lord's Supper. Paul said, "For this
cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." (I Cor.
11:30.) When a child of God fails to assemble with the Saints he is
worshipping neither in spirit nor in truth.  (4) Yet other characteristics of
faithful Christians include the diligent growth manifested by the
achievement of those spiritual qualities listed in II Peter 1:5-8. For years
gospel preachers have emphasized the importance of possessing these
characteristics, but I believe that no grater emphasis can be given than the
statement of Peter, "For if these things be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ."  (5) And now we come to the "meat" of this article.
Christians are to be teachers of God's word. By this I do not mean that
every congregation should be supporting a full-time preacher. Neither do
I mean that every congregation should schedule "at least one meeting per
year." Neither do I mean that a congregation should be sure to appoint
qualified elders. ---- Continued and Completed in Next weeks Bulletin


