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A Study Of Luke 12:15-21 - By Larry Ray Hafley
And he said onto them, Take heed,

and beware of covetousness: for a
man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which be
possesseth. And be spoke a parable
unto them, saying, the ground of
certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: And he thought within
himself, saying, What shall I do,
because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said, This
will I do: I will pull down my barns,
and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou
bast much goods laid up for many
years; take thine emu, eat, drink, and
be merry. But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose shall
those things be which thou bag
provided? So Is he that layeth up
treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God (Lk. 12:15-21).
The word “beware” is an intensive

term. Because it is inherently
emphatic, it is rarely followed by an
exclamation mark. We would not
expect to see a sign, “Beware of wet
paint,” or “Beware, new grass sown,”
because the word is too strong for the
occasion. But we have all seen signs
saying, “Beware bad dog,” or “Beware

bridge out.” Thus, when Jesus used the
word “beware,” He was indicating
great danger (cf. Matt. 7:15; Lk. 12:1;
2 Pet. 3:17). The Lord also treats us to
the essential, fundamental evil and
error of covetousness; that is,
covetousness makes one think that the
life is comprised and composed “of the
things which he possesseth. ” And do
we not judge it so? If we have material
goods, we are “better off” or even just
plain “better” than those who do not
have them. This is what the Lord was
attacking when He asked the rhetorical
question in the sermon on the mount,
“Is not the life more than meat, and the
body than raiment?” (Matt. 6:25)
Your life’s value, your soul’s worth, is
not measured by what you own. “For
what shall it profit a man, if he gain
the whole world, and lose his own
soul?” (Mk. 8:36) That question could
never  have been  posed i f
covetousness’ theme (my life does
consist in what I possess) were true. It
is not what you own, it is what owns
you that really matters.

The Rich Fool
The parable of the rich fool is given

to illustrate and demonstrate the
truthfulness of Jesus’ opening
statement. It is not wrong to be rich.
Abraham, Solomon and Job were not

simply rich; they were “very rich” (cf.
Gen. 13:2). The rich man of our text is
not criticized or condemned because
he was wealthy. Wealth itself does not
damn. Poverty does not save. Wealth
is not a vice. Poverty is not a virtue.
Many will go to hell over riches who
never had money in the bank. At least,
Paul intimates as much when he says,
“they that will be (not, “they that are”)
rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction
and perdition” (1 Tim. 6:9). It is not
riches but the “trust” in riches that
dooms men (Mk. 10:23-35). It is this
trust, this belief in material substance,
that condemned the rich man. Five
times he used the personal pronoun
“my.” He referred to “my fruits, my
barns, my fruits, my goods, my soul. ”
That is not evil, either, for there is a
sense in which things do belong to us;
we “own” them (Acts 5:4; Matt.
20:15). However, it was the absorbing,
consuming thought of his life, and that
is wrong. He acted wisely in building
greater barns for his surplus lest it rot
or be devoured by scavengers. He
acted foolishly in allowing his goods
to secure, as he thought they did, his
soul. He imagined “many years” of
solace, succor and security. “Take
thine (another possessive pronoun)
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” How
does the rest of it go? “For tomorrow
we die” is how it ends, but the rich
man did not consider death. He
stopped with “merry.” He forgot, “for
tomorrow we die.” But even if he had
said it, he would still have been in
error. It was not, “tomorrow, ” but

“this night thy soul shall be required of
thee.” “Then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided?” Neither
the devil nor this world can give you
one itern that will not be snatched and
taken from you the moment you die.
We go into bankruptcy at death. We
leave and lose it all (Eccl. 5:15). The
wise man of Ecclesiastes wondered
whether his riches might not go to a
fool who would throw it all away
(Eccl. 2:18,19). “He heapeth up riches
and knoweth not who shall gather
them” (Psa. 39:6). The rich man did
not foresee this eventuality. He was
oblivious to eternity. “They that trust
in their wealth, and boast themselves
in the multitude of their riches; none of
them can by any means redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom for
him . . . that he should still live for
ever, and not see corruption” (Psa.
49:6-9). Being “rich toward God” is
the antidote to covetousness. It is the
man who has his priorities in order
who sees to the wealth and prosperity
of his soul. “Charge them that are rich
in this world, that they be not
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy” (1
Tim. 6:17). Do not ever forget who the
real beggar turned out to be in the
story of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk.
16:19-31). Ironic, is it not, that the rich
man of our narrative will also be the
impoverished beggar in spiritual rags
in the day of Judgment? - Via  -
Guardian of Truth XXX: 18, p. 549,
September 18, 1986

Beware the Leaven of the
Pharisees - By Joe R. Price



A stage actor in ancient Greece
and Rome was known as a
"hypocrite" (the word primarily
denoting "one who answers"). It
was customary for Greek and
Roman actors to speak in large
masks with mechanical devices for
augmenting the force of the voice;
hence the word came to be used
metaphorically of "a dissembler, a
hypocrite" (Vine). These masks
made their voices seem to be louder
than they actually were. The word
was eventually used to describe
someone who gave himself out to
be something he actually was not,
hence, a dissembler or hypocrite.
Hypocrisy is pretense, play-acting.
While play-acting on the stage may
be harmless enough, it is another
matter when it comes to the moral
and spiritual realm. Jesus used the
word "hypocrite" more than anyone
else in the New Testament. In
Matthew 23:3, His description of
the scribes and Pharisees aptly
defines hypocrisy: "they say and do
not do". They were religious
pretenders, and Jesus emphatically
condemned their hypocrisy.
Jesus taught His disciples:

"Beware ye of the leaven of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (Lk.
12:1). What the Pharisees taught
contributed to their hypocrisy, for
Jesus said to beware of "the
doctrine of the Pharisees and
Sadducees" (Matt. 16:12). Their
hypocrisy was showing through

whenever they elevated their
traditions above the word of God
(Matt. 15:3-9). They continued to
set themselves forward as being
obedient to God while in fact they
"transgress(ed) the commandment
of God because of their tradition"
(Matt. 15:3). They pretended to
obey God even as they were
disobedient to Him.
Jesus pronounced destruction upon

the hypocrisy of the scribes and
Pharisees in Matthew 23. Using it
and additional Bible passages, let us
learn some of the characteristics of
hypocrisy. These will help us
identify this dreadful sin, repent of
it and avoid it in ourselves.
1) Hypocrisy obligates others

while excusing itself. "They tie up
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay
them on people's shoulders, but
they themselves are not willing to
move them with their finger"
(Matt. 23:4). The hypocrite places
burdens upon others while excusing
himself of similar obligation. As
noted from Matthew 15:3-9, the
hypocrite binds his traditions on
others then harshly judges the
person who does not conform to the
tradition. Jesus rebukes this trait in
Matthew 7:1-5, where the
hypocrite is pictured trying to
extract the speck from his brother's
eye while a beam is lodged in his
own eye. We avoid hypocrisy by
first removing the beam from our
own eye so that we can then help

our brother with his speck. Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
2) Hypocrisy is overly concerned about outward appearances (Matthew

23:5-7). Jesus said that "all their works they do to be seen of men" (Matt.
23:5). Winning the approval of others is of primary concern to the hypocrite.
While ignoring the true condition of his heart, the hypocrite is supremely
confident that since he appears righteous, he is righteous. He fails to examine
and arrange and purify his heart. Jesus compared such external emphasis to a
cup and platter that are clean on the outside but full of filth on the inside, and
to whitewashed tombs that are beautiful on the outside but full of inward
corruption (Matt. 23:25-28). Why are you who you are morally and
religiously? Is it because of your abiding faith in God and your devotion to
Christ? Or, is it to have the praise of men? Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
3) Hypocrisy strains out a gnat and swallows a camel (Matt. 23:23-24). The

hypocrite becomes consumed with the minute details of obedience while at the
same time ignoring the basis for that obedience. Justice, mercy and faith must
undergird our obedience to God and service to others. Jesus said obeying every
command is essential, while also warning that our concern for the commands
of God must grow out of these "weightier matters of the law" (Matt. 23:23; cf.
5:19-20). Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
4) Hypocrisy spreads (Lk. 12:1). Jesus likened hypocrisy to the influence of

leaven upon bread dough. Desiring to be accepted by our peers, we are tempted
to act hypocritically in order to secure their acceptance. When we yield to this
temptation we pretend to be something we are not for the benefit of others. The
influence of hypocrisy is on vivid display in Galatians 2:12-13, when an entire
group of Jewish Christians were drawn into sin by Peter's hypocrisy. Hypocrisy
influences others to agree with it. Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
5) Hypocrisy condemns (Gal. 2:11). There should be no doubt that moral and

religious hypocrisy is repulsive to God. Being a hypocrite will cause you to
lose your soul. Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
6) Hypocrisy will be exposed (Lk. 12:1-5). "Beware of the leaven of the

Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that will not be
revealed, nor hidden that will not be known" (Lk. 12:1-2). Hypocrisy tries to
cover up its true identity. But, since every hidden thing will be exposed when
God judges us all, we ought to fear and obey God rather than men. By fearing
men instead of God, hypocrisy attempts to secure men's approval. In the
process, God's approval is forfeited. We must put away hypocrisy (1 Pet. 2:1).
Beware the leaven of the Pharisees.
Finally, it is worth remembering that another person's hypocrisy is not our

comfort. Too often the hypocrisy of others is used to justify bad behavior. It
does not. Beware the leaven of the Pharisees. - Via THE SPIRIT’S SWORD,
Volume 17, Number 46, 05/24/2015 


