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How God Condemned Sin in the Flesh - Part One - by Ron
Halbrook, West Columbia, Texas

"For what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in the flesh" (Rom. 8:3). In order to
understand how God condemned sin in
the flesh, we must understand the
weakness of Moses' law as it is set forth
in Paul's argument by the inspiration of
God. In what sense is "the law" said to
be "weak through the flesh"? And, what
is it then that "the law could not do"?

The Weakness of the Law
Three laws are discussed in Romans

7-8. There is the law of Moses, the law
of sin and death, and the law of the
Spirit (i.e., the gospel of Christ). The
sense in which the law of Moses was
weak had been set forth in chapter
seven as a backdrop to 8:1-4. The law
of Moses is explicitly said not to be
sinful but is said to be holy, just and
good in setting forth the will of God.
Romans 7:5 shows that when the Jews
t4were in the flesh" (i.e., indulged the
desires and passions of the flesh without
respect and submission to the will of
God), their deeds of indulgence left
them under the condemnation or
sentence of spiritual death. The law of
Moses could only expose and condemn
man's sinful deeds as "exceeding sinful"
but could not of itself remove the

condemnation of such sin. From that
perspective Paul cried out, "O wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?" (Rom.
7:24)  Paul showed the Jews that
through the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and upon
our acceptance of this gift by obedience
to the gospel, "the body of sin" is
destroyed and we no longer live in the
oppressive service of sin (6:6). We are
delivered from the law of sin and death
by receiving God's gift of eternal life
through Jesus Christ (6:23). The Jew
must not then make the mistake of
returning to the law of Moses, which
could only result in renewing the
consciousness of sin and impending
death. "But now we are delivered from
the law" through the gospel of Christ
(7:6). Notice the climax to Paul's
argument:
There is therefore now no

condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and
death (Rom. 8:1-2). The law was "weak
through the flesh" only in the sense that
after making men conscious of the
exceeding sinfulness of their sins in the
flesh and pronouncing judgment upon

their sins, it could not offer perfect
forgiveness and victory over sin and
death. Since the law of Moses could not
provide righteousness to sinners, "God
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in the flesh: that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"
(8:3-4). Three main things are included
in God's work or plan to make men
righteous through the gospel by means
of his Son. (1) Jesus Christ came "in the
likeness of sinful flesh," that is, he was
fully and truly man in a body of flesh
with all the same desires, impulses, and
temptations which are shared by all
other men and which give occasion to
sin. (2) God sent his Son to be the
perfect sacrifice for sin. (3) God's Son
thoroughly condemned and defeated sin
while living in the flesh, leaving sin no
quarter, no excuse, no justification, no
advantage, and no victory. Therefore,
those who are in Christ Jesus obtain the
righteousness revealed in the law
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Human Flesh: The Scene of Sin's
Defeat

The Word of God itself is the highest
authority that we can study in order to
understand God's plan of salvation. Men
sometimes offer comments which help
us to reflect and meditate more fully
upon the Word of God. Handley C.G.
Moule observed that God in his wisdom
sent his Son in the flesh, "making man's
earthly conditions the scene of sin's
defeat ,  for  our  everlast ing
encouragement in our 'life in the flesh...
(The Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans
in the Expositor's Bible, ed. W.
Robertson Nicoll, 1903, pp. 211-212).
Yes, by his life in a human body, Jesus

Christ not only severely condemned our
sins but also provided for our
everlasting encouragement as we strive
against sin. We must not resign
ourselves to defeat with the excuse that,
after all, we live in a human body which
predestines us to sin.  In discussing the
coming of Christ in the likeness of
sinful flesh, R.L. Whiteside noted,
Human flesh is not sinful in and of
itself; if so the flesh of Jesus was sinful.
. . . He, therefore, had in his nature all
that the word 'man' implies. If his
brethren were born sinful and he was
not, then he was not like them in all
things. But as Jesus was made in all
things like his brethren and was without
sin, it shows conclusively that sin is not
a part of man's nature. When Adam and
Eve were first created, they had all that
belongs to human nature. Sin came into
their lives as a foreign element. Sin is
no more a part of your nature than dust
in your eye is a part of the nature of
your eye. Because the desires, appetites,
and passions of the flesh so often lead to
sin, flesh is called sinful. But we should
remember always that fleshly desires
lead to sin only when the mind, or heart,
purposes to gratify the flesh in an
unlawful way (A New Commentary on
Paul's Letter to the Saints at Rome,
1945, pp. 169-170).
The life of Jesus in a human body

proves that our sins are the result of our
own choice, the result of our own
choice alone, and in no sense are
necessitated by the body itself. The
sinless life of Jesus in a body identical
to ours teaches us that sin has no
inherent claim to the body. God
prepared neither Jesus nor us a body
which compels sin. Christ offers to
forgive our foolish, inexcusable sins and



offers to lead us away from the practice
of sin by his perfect example. The
tragedy is not that we live in a body, but
that we are so slow to accept the
blessings offered by Christ. J.W.
McGarvey and Phillip Y. Pendleton
comment, "Jesus, by his sinless life,
lived in the flesh, as the son of man,
resisted, conquered, condemned,
sentenced and destroyed the power of
sin in the flesh" (Thessalonians,
Corinthians, Galatians and Romans,
n.d., p. 358). A.T. Robertson makes the
pungent point that God "condemned the
sin of men and the condemnation took
place in the flesh of Jesus" (Word
Pictures in the New Testament, 1931, p.
372). M.R. Vincent explains that God's
condemnation of sin through his Son
deposed sin "from its dominion, a thing
impossible to the law, which could
pronounce judgment and inflict penalty,
but not dethrone. Christ's holy character
was a condemnation of unholiness"
(Word Studies in the New Testament,
1886, 1972, pp. 705-706). In other
words, the perfect life that Jesus lived
and which was essential to his perfect
sacrifice defeated every claim which sin
could make upon mankind. ****
Continued in Next Weeks
Bulletin****

THEME: Sheep that Are More
than Conquerors - by Constant

Coulibaly
Synopsis: Combining the imagery of

sheep (docile followers) with
conquerors (victorious warriors),
brother Coulibaly reminds us of the
great promise given to the faithful.
Years ago, when I was at the school of

Journalism, we learned a writing
technique that consists of grabbing the
reader's attention when crafting an

article. This practice is common to
various areas in the field of mass
communication (advertising, marketing,
public relations, broadcasting, etc.).
Over the years that I have been a

student of the Bible, I have learned that
God employs similar techniques when
speaking to His people. One way He
does this is through the use of contrasts.
Here is an example from Romans
8:36-37 where the Spirit-filled apostle
Paul wrote, "For thy sake, we are killed
all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all
things we are more than conquerors."
The expression "more than conquerors"
is the translation of the Greek word
hupernikao, a compound of huper,
meaning "over," and nikao, meaning "to
overcome." According to Vine's
Dictionary, it means "to gain a
surpassing victory," literally, "we are
hyper-conquerors," i.e., "we are
pre-eminently victorious" (Vine, 122).
Addressing the church at Rome, Paul

described the saints he addressed, and
also himself, as sheep that are "more
than conquerors." It is hard to think of
sheep as having such qualities. Sheep
are rather vulnerable creatures, as Jesus
explained in John 10, saying that they
may be at the mercy of wolves. One
reason they are offered to the slaughter
for sacrifice pertains to their docile
nature (Isa. 53:7). Moreover, sheep
always need a shepherd to protect and
guide them—even as Christians need
the Lord (Ps. 23; John 10).
On the other hand, the term

"conqueror" suggests the ability to
prevail against adversity and survive
independently. Because of their ferocity
and strength to prey on other animals, it
is easy to conceive of lions as

 conquerors. It is not so with sheep. Accordingly, "we are sheep" is a statement that
is the opposite of "we [sheep] are conquerors." Yet, this is only a paradox. In other
words, it is a combination of two statements that seem contradictory but are, in fact,
true.
The paradox of "sheep that are conquerors" is designed to help Christians realize

that, while they are weak in the face of suffering, they can overcome and be
victorious. Like all human beings, Christians are subject to suffering. The fact that
one is a Christian should not lead him to conclude that God would build a hedge
around him and protect him. Even the effort one makes to improve his life can
become distressful and burdensome to his mind. Job said, "Man that is born of a
woman is of few days, and full of trouble... his flesh upon him shall have pain, and
his soul within him shall mourn." (Job 14:1, 22). Suffering is woven into the fabric
of life.
Additionally, Christians suffer because of their obedience to Christ and of their

effort to live a godly life. Jesus said, "Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness' sake... Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake" (Matt. 5:10-11;
cf. 2 Tim. 3:12). In the case of the saints at Rome, they were affected by Emperor
Claudius' decision to expel the Jews from the Imperial city in AD 57. Aquila and
his wife, Priscilla, were among those who were driven out (Acts 18:2). In AD 64,
Nero would institute a wave of persecution against the saints in Rome.
Although they find themselves in the grip of evil forces, whether natural disasters

or man-made afflictions, Paul encourages Christians to believe that they will be
victorious in the end. Implied in his words of comfort is the idea that Christians
must be valiant soldiers of Christ. God wants Christians to show courage in bearing
trials, but He also requires that we be militant in defending the truth against error.
Paul assures us that God is on the side of the disciples of Christ. Earlier in verses
28-30, the apostle identified Christians as people who love God, have responded to
His call and, as a result, stand justified before Him. For these reasons, He will not
abandon them in their continual struggles to worship and serve Him.
Paul offers a list of tribulations that cannot "separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (vv. 38-39). This list is not exhaustive. God's
goodness is the Christian's assurance of victory over evil.
God's love is demonstrated through the death of Christ. Paul said, "God

commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us" (Rom. 5:8). Because God saved us from sin, there is no difficult situation from
which He will not rescue us:
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things? (Rom. 8:31-32).
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