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Pilgrimage of a Stranger - Posted byMark Mayberry September 12,
2012 - By Eddie K. Garrett, II - Concluded

After seeing the truth on baptism in
the Scripture I still did not want to
accept it. Yet, the nights were
unsleepable for me. I could not just
sweep this under the rug to lie
dormant. I was searching and looking
for ways to get out of baptism being a
necessity for salvation. I went to my
Baptist and Protestant scholars
commentaries hoping they would
explain it away or give me something
to grab hold of to not accept it. Yet,
when these scholars went to Mark
16:16, Acts 2:38, 1 Peter 3:21 and
other passages they were so very weak
and afforded me no relief. I thought,
well, I’ll just get some scholarly
Christian History books and prove the
early church Fathers did not believe in
baptismal regeneration. To my
surprise, I found out, on the contrary,
that the early church believed in it so
much that major heresies crept in after
the first few centuries. That Irenaeus,
who was taught by Polycarp, who had
been taught by John the Apostle,
taught the necessity of baptism. That
Tertullian, an early church historian
said the early church believed strongly
in the necessity of baptism. That they
felt so strongly in it that many people
refused to be baptized until near their
death. So strongly that they started

baptizing infants. This was only
because of the new heresy of total
depravity that had slowly crept in
among some in the early assemblies.
Once I had seen this in the pre- Nicene
Fathers, I was shocked.
I went back into my Bible to

investigate more on baptism. Then
when I finally saw that it was the truth
of God, I came to the hardest place I
had ever been in my quest of truth.
What must I do? Do I go and “join” the
“Campbellites” whom I have been
taught to laugh at and hate with a
passion? I thought, well I’ll just stay
where I am in the Southern Baptists and
just not say anything about baptism.
Sure I could believe it is true, yet, keep
it to my- self. Oh! my friends, this mind
set did not last too long. My
convictions were too strong to pull such
a stunt. My love of God’s Word and
my affection for the Baptists were now
at odds with each other. Days went by
(sleepless) as I pondered what must I
do. I started to read once again the
book of Acts to find this answer. I
found that I was not alone in wanting
this question answered. The Jews asked
Peter the question in Acts 2. The
apostle Paul asked Jesus the same
thing. The Philippian jailer asked the
same question, etc. The answer was

always believe and be baptized and
thou shalt be saved. The exact words
of Jesus in Mark 16:16. So I called
my friend Patrick Donahue and he
gave me two phone numbers of
preacher brethren here in my area. I
called both and we’d meet once a week
and talk the Scripture. One of these
men was Bobby K. Thompson of the
Manatee County Church of Christ.
Bobby is up in his seventies and his
biblical answers soothed my weary
soul. One day I asked him to take me
to “his” church to view his library. He
had given me a couple of books to
read, but the most important thing he
said to me was when we were walking
out to leave, he put his arm around my
neck, hugged me and said, “Eddie, you
need to be in Christ, you must accept
the truth of Jesus, obey the gospel and
be baptized leaving your old world
behind.” These few little words
convicted my heart for days. Him
putting his arm around me meant so
much because he saw the agony I was
in and the dilemma I had found
myself.
One thing that intrigued me of these

“church of Christ” people is that all of
them encouraged me to read and study
my Bible. To stay away from reading
so many other books of others and just
stay with God’s Word.
I talked frequently with my wife on

these doctrinal issues and we would
study together. My conviction was
getting too strong to wait any longer. I
had to obey the gospel as the Lord
Jesus commanded. I called Bobby
Thompson and told him to get the
baptistry ready for Sun- day. Those
few days till then seemed as though a

year. Satan was working overtime it
seemed. But, I kept myself into the
Scripture, the safest haven for me. My
wife was stunned and shocked. “Was
he going to leave all his years in the
Baptist church and all his educational
credentials and titles behind?” she
thought. Yet, I indeed did and was
baptized upon my confession in Christ
Jesus on that Sunday morning.
The next day, after my baptism into

Christ, I was called by a Southern
Baptist church to be their “Pastor.” This
is what I had worked so hard for years.
I turned them down because of my true
conversion to Christ. Satan was
working overtime with me because on
that Wednesday I received another call
to “Pastor” full-time another Baptist
Church in my area. My wife said to me
(reminds me of Job’s wife), “Eddie this
is what you’ve been working for so
long and now it comes and you refuse
it.” But, my mind was set in the defense
of the truth. I was not going to be
tempted away from my Lord Jesus. I
walked away from all my friends,
preachers, and laymen. By doing all
this, I think this gave reason for my
wife to investigate what I had found.
Walking into the church of Christ

building seemed strange or different
than what I’d been accustomed to, the
people were different as well than what
I was used to, but I knew I had
followed my Lord’s commands. My
wife and I kept studying together every
day and to my wonderful surprise, she
came forward a month later in the
service to obey the gospel. I was so
happy and rejoicing. Bobby came up to
me and asked if I wanted to baptize her
and thus my joy was fulfilled. I



baptized my wife, Priscilla, on that
very day.
We have been serving our Lord ever

since and feel so blessed by our Lord.
Ephesians 1:3 has certainly lived up to
all the truth it declares. All spiritual
blessings are in- deed in Christ. I was
experiencing them like I had never
experienced them before. We are so
happy and filled with joy over what
our Lord Jesus has done for us.
Brethren, beloved in the Lord, there

were many things that contributed to
my conversion in Christ, but it all
started with viewing and attending
debates. If it wasn’t for the sternness
of the gospel preachers in their
conviction in pro- claiming the truth in
boldness of which I had never
experienced before, my wife and I may
not be where we are today. Do debates
do any good? This very soul and his
wife would no doubt be lost, bound for
the fiery pits of Hell in torment, if not
for those I experienced. Oh! blessed
are the feet of those that preach the
gospel of Christ.
What we need is not a backing off of

doing them, but to return to publicly
proclaim with a vigor that has never
since been seen since the first century
Christians. Let all who have the truth
challenge every sectarian preacher and
theologian to discuss these matters. Let
us raise the proclamation flag of God’s
truth and not be ashamed of the gospel
of Christ for it is the power of God
unto salvation.
The first century Christians turned

this world upside down and thousands
were converted to Christ. What has
changed now? Is it possible that we are
too sophisticated now to openly

declare the truth of Christ? Let all who
know the truth search, as Paul,
Barnabas, Silas, etc. for avenues of
discussion. Let’s let our light so shine
that all others can see the truth in
Christ. This is a warfare with Satan and
the powers of darkness that is sending
poor souls to Hell, let us not give up on
these precious souls that need to be
saved. Let us try much harder to
proclaim it and not hide our talent
under the ground.

The Cultural Problem with

Truth - by Doy Moyer
The truth shall set you free (John 8:32).

To borrow an idea from another
well-known statement, had it not been for
the truth, I would not have known lies.

Oxford's word of the year in 2016 was
"post-truth." That should not really be a
surprise. For decades Postmodernism has
eaten away at the concept of truth in favor
of a subjective creation of one's own
"truth." Truth is no longer considered to be
objective, but is relative and subjectively
determined by the way one feels. If we feel
something, then it is our own personal
truth. The only feelings we can trust are
our own, if we can even trust those.
Consequently, we trust no one because no
one can assure us of real truth. There are
only feelings in a post-truth world, and
those feelings rule the day. None can tell
us otherwise.

A culture in which no one can trust truth
or anyone else to discover objective truth
is not in a good situation, particularly
morally. The very fabric on which a
society can function together is torn apart
when truth is lost, or even if in constant
suspicion. Without truth, there can be no
justice, for justice requires that we know
what really happened. Without justice, a
society falls deep into oppression,
selfishness, and chaos. And here we are.

 It's as though we read Paul's statement in II Timothy 3:1-5 and decided it was a good
idea to follow the vices. We are, indeed, a culture that loves pleasure over God, and we
love to have it so. The irony is that at the same time that we don't trust truth, we insist
on justice for those who violate standards for which we don't even know the origins.
While we shun absolute, universal morality, we are demanding that violators of some
unknown universal morality be brought to justice. We deny there are lines, then draw
heavy lines based on our personal preferences. The problem isn't that there are lines.
There are. The problem is in how we as a society deny the foundation for the lines, then
proceed to draw our own. Then, we react harshly and swiftly against perceived
offenders, even though we would fall back to relativism if forced to defend our moral
stance.

Think about the way our society has begun reacting to accusations and defenses. This
is not about particular cases, but rather an observation of typical procedure. An
accusation is made on the one side, and many automatically assume guilt. On the other
side, many assume that the accuser is lying. Both sides jump to conclusions before
evidence is ever weighed. Decisions are then made in the public court of opinion, and
much of that is grounded in how we roll politically. We make up our minds ahead of
time, we don't trust witnesses, and objective truth is left unknown and untrusted. We
don't know anything, but we react as if we know it all. Arrogance bitterly fights against
arrogance, and like children in a playground, we are pulling hair, spitting, and thinking
that whoever pins the other down wins and gets to say what is true.

Today we are living in the shadow of yesteryear's distrust of truth. This has, of course,
also impacted the way people view religion. Any religion that claims objective truth is
automatically held in suspicion, distrusted because the objective nature of truth often
runs counter to the feelings that we yearn to protect. They cannot have the truth, for we
know by our feelings or personal experiences otherwise.

The problem of truth is that it is easier to believe lies, and were there no truth, there
could be no lies. "Truth" now is only on the side of our presuppositions and biases, and
those alone can hardly be trusted either. This is where we find ourselves. We can trust
no one, and society as a whole is in moral ICU wondering how they got here.

Let's understand, however, that everything we as Christians stand for is based on the
recognition of Truth. The truth does set us free, but only if it is real. "I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me," said Jesus (John
14:6). Without truth, and without Jesus as The Truth, there is no way to God. We would
be hopeless and helpless. Sadly, as we have lost confidence in the reality of truth, so also
have we lost hope.

The gospel accounts are grounded firmly in the historical reality of what happened
(Luke 1:1-4). Jesus further knew the value and importance of having multiple witnesses
in order to establish the truth of something (cf. Deuteronmy 19:15-19). His appeal to
multiple witnesses helped to establish His identity (cf. John 5). Paul's argument
concerning Jesus' resurrection is grounded in the reality of that historical event (I
Corinthians 15). Without it, all that we try to do in the Lord is in vain.

Truth is everything, and while we are breathing on this earth, we still have an
opportunity to share the truth that can and will change a person's life and give an eternal
purpose. Speak that truth in love, in patience, and with resolve. Let's make the most of

it. - {ONLY TRUTH SETS ONE FREE - emph. JC}


