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The Pain Of Love - by Ron Halbrook, West Columbia, Texas
Our love for others may cost us

much pain. Do not confuse the pain
of love with the pain of unbridled
lust. Immorality is often glorified in
our culture but the painful price of
such living is also recounted in
songs which tell of "the day after,"
the loneliness, the emptiness of it
all. One who commits fornication
goes like an ox "to the slaughter" or
a bird "to the snare" - "he that doeth
it destroyeth his own soul" (Prov.
7:22-23; 6:32). Truly, "the way of
transgressors is hard" (13:15). But,
the wounds and sorrows we get
from sinning is not the point of this
study.
We should love others enough to

make sacrifices and to suffer pain
for their good. Such pain increases
when a person whom we try to help
does not realize what he needs and
does not understand or appreciate
what we are doing for him, As
parents we see our children in tears
at different stages of life because of
decisions we make or our
disciplinary action. Perhaps
matches had to be taken away and
little hands spanked. Maybe it was

time for the child to give up the
bottle or to quit sucking the thumb.
Loving our children brings pain to
both them and ourselves.
Genuine love is never cheap. "For

God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life"
(Jn. 3:16). Imagine God's agony
when He saw the way the world
treated His beloved Son. "He came
unto his own, and his own received
him not" (Jn. 1:11). This means
that after many centuries of
preparing the Jews to receive His
Son, many of them rejected Him.
Loving us cost Jesus Christ the
glories of heaven. As Deity He was
originally "in the form of God," but
He willingly "took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men: and being
found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross" (Phil. 2:6-8).
True love requires teaching men

the truth, which can be painful. It
must be done if we love the lost, no

matter how much pain it brings.
Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free"
(Jn. 8:32). But those He taught did
not want to hear about their sins. It
was not easy for Jesus to tell them,
"Ye are of your father the devil,"
and not easy for them to hear it (v.
44). Men must be convicted of sin
before they can be saved. Jesus told
His Apostles to preach the gospel,
including this: "he that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be
damned" (Mk. 16:16). It is not easy
for Christians to preach or for
sinners to hear that all men are lost
until they are immersed in water
upon faith in Christ, but we must
speak "the truth in love" (Eph.
4:15).
Paul regretted having to point out

the sins of Christians in Corinth, but
then he rejoiced to see them correct
their lives (2 Cor. 7:8-11). It is
never easy to deal with sin in the
camp (Josh. 7). When Christians
refuse to repent, the Holy Spirit
commanded the church "that ye
withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly" (2
Thess. 3:6). The purpose is to cause
him to repent that he may again be
saved (1 Cor. 5:4-5).
Christian parents make hard

decisions as their children approach
teen-age. The family will miss ball
games to attend worship rather than
vice versa (Heb. 10:25). Young

ladies are taught to quit wearing the
shorts and other brief attire of
childhood (I Pet. 3:4). While their
worldly friends go to dances,
proms, mixed swimming parties,
and "beer busts," teen-agers in
Christian homes learn to ask, "What
would Christ do?" He must be our
example at all times and not our
worldly friends (2:21). We are sad
to see our children sad at times, but
we endure the pain of love in order
to "bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4).
---- Guardian of Truth XXXI: 2, pp. 43,

56, January 15, 1987

God's Pattern - by Wayne
Greeson, Hollywood, Florida

Patterns are an important part of
our lives in many ways. When a
contractor builds a house, he
follows a pattern known as a
"blueprint." When a mechanic
repairs your car, he uses a pattern
known as an auto repair manual.
When a mother sews a dress for her
small daughter, she follows a "dress
pattern." And when your favorite
cake is made, the cook followed a
pattern called a "recipe."
In each case there is a standard

pattern to be followed to achieve
the desired results or the correct end
product. The pattern must be
followed or the end product will not
be faithful to the original pattern
and the results could be disastrous.
The house not built to pattern may
leak or worse, it may collapse; the



car not repaired by the manual may
run like a "lemon" or not run at all;
the dress not made by the pattern
may look more like a clown outfit;
and the cake not made by the recipe
could wind up unfit for the family
dog. Many people who have the
common sense to recognize the
need to faithfully follow patterns in
their everyday lives, fail to
recognize the most important
pattern of all . . . the Bible. God has
always provided a pattern for His
people to serve as a guide to
worship and service acceptable to
Him.
In the Old Testament, God led the

children of Israel out of the slavery
of Egypt down to the foot of Mt.
Sinai. There God called Moses up
the mountain and gave him a
"pattern" of laws and a "pattern" for
a place of worship for the Jews. As
God gave Moses this divine pattern,
He also gave a warning: "According
to all that I shew thee, after the
pattern of the tabernacle, and the
pattern of all the instruments
thereof, even so ye shall make it"
(Ex. 25:9). And He repeated this
warning: "And look that thou make
them after their pattern, which was
shown thee in the mount" (Ex.
25:40).
Following God's pattern, the Jews

constructed the tabernacle, a tent,
and fashioned all the articles for
worship to be placed within and
without the tabernacle, the brazen

altar, the laver, the golden
candlestick, and table of shewbread,
the altar of incense and the ark of
the covenant. For over 500 years
the tabernacle served as the place of
worship for the Jews.
Not all the Jews heeded God's

warning through Moses to follow
His pattern. Two priests determined
to disregard God's pattern of
worship and follow their own
worship. Nadab and Abihu, the sons
of Aaron "offered strange fire
before the Lord, which he command
ed them not" (Lev. 10:1). The
consequences of violating God's
divine order were immediate and
dire, "And there went out fire from
the Lord, and devoured them, and
they died before the Lord" (Lev.
10:2). God's drastic punishment of
these two men was for our benefit
to teach us to treat His pattern with
respect and obedience.
When David became king of the

Jews, he planned to build a
permanent place of worship, a
temple, in the city of Jerusalem.
While David was not allowed by
the Lord to actually build the
temple, David did make all the
plans and preparations for the
construction of the temple which he
passed on to his son Solomon to
complete. As David commissioned
Solomon to build the temple, he
explained the source of the
blueprints, "'All this,' said David,
'the Lord made me understand in

writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern'" (1
Chron.28:19). David urged Solomon to follow God's pattern in the
commands of His Law as well as building His temple. Despite God's
warnings, again the Jews failed to faithfully respect and keep God's
pattern. Towards the end of his life Solomon drifted away from God and
His commandments. Following Solomon under the kingdoms of Israel and
Judah, more Jewish kings were unfaithful rather than faithful to the Lord.
Because of the apostasy of the Jews, God allowed them to be taken into
captivity and the temple to be destroyed. While in captivity in Babylon,
God sent a special vision of the temple to the prophet Ezekiel. In the vision
Ezekiel saw a man with a measuring rod measuring God's temple and all
the articles in it. Why? What was the meaning of the vision? "Thou son of
man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of
their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern" (Ezek. 43:10).
Just as God gave the Jews it pattern through Moses and David, He has

given us a p4ttern of work and worship through Christ and His apostles.
The Old Testament, the tabernacle and the temple were only "a copy and
a shadow of heavenly things" that are now provided for us by Christ under
the New Testament.
The pattern Christians have to follow is complete and sufficient. It is

complete as it has "given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness"(2 Pet.1:3). It is sufficient as it "is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim.
3:16-17). As God warned the Jews not to violate or tamper with His
pattern, He warns us also.
1. We must obey God'spattern. It is necessary to obey "that form (pattern)

of doctrine which was first delivered to you" (Rom. 6:17). To fail to obey
His pattern leads to sin and spiritual death (Rom. 6:18-23).
2. We must walk by God's pattern. The inspired apostles, led by the Holy

Spirit are an "ensample" or pattern for us to learn from, imitate and walk
after (Phil. 3:17; 2 Thess. 3:9).
3. We must keep God's pattern. "Hold fast the form (pattern) of sound

words, which thou hast heard of me. . ." Paul instructed (2 Tim. 1: 13).
4. We must make all things by God's pattern. As Moses was warned to

follow the pattern of God in all things, so God warns us in the New
Testament ". . . for 'See,' sayeth He, 'that thou make all things according
to the pattern . . .'" (Heb. 8:5).
Will you heed the warning? ---- Via Guardian of Truth XXXI: 6, pp. 165, 182,
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