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Growth - Some Things It Involves - by Ken Weliever - Louisville,
Kentucky

There are many terms in the New
Testament to describe the Christian.
He is a disciple, a child of God, a
brother or sister, a branch, a sheep, a
lively stone, a believer, a light,
leaven, a watchman, a sower, a
soldier, and even a saint. All of these
expressions reflect some quality or
characteristic that should identify a
Christian. From the standpoint of the
new birth, a new Christian is a babe in
Christ as the following passages
indicate. "For everyone that useth
milk is unskillful in the word of
righteousness: for he is a babe" (Heb.
5:13). "As new born babes desire the
sincere milk of the word that ye may
grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2). "But we
were gentle among you, even as a
nurse cheriseth her children" (1
Thess. 2:17).
The Christian is like an infant that is

weak, young, inexperienced, but
growing through the nourishment of
milk. Just as we see growth in the
physical development of a baby that
becomes a toddler, then a preschooler,
then grows to childhood, adolescence,
and adulthood, we should witness
Christians experiencing growth. But
what are some things that growth
involves?

Growth Involves Change
Infants seem to change almost daily

right before our very eyes. There is a
change in their physical appearance,
eating habits, moods and abilities.
Our hearts are touched by children
whose growth is retarded. We know
this is not natural. We expect our
children to grow, and this involves
changes.
As a Christian grows, he also

changes. His new birth brought about
a change of relationship from serving
Satan to serving Jesus Christ (Rom.
6:17-18). He then begins to change
his attitudes (1 Cor. 13:11) and his
actions (Eph. 5:22-24). His faith
grows (2 Thess. 1:3). Growth also
brings about a change in knowledge
and understanding. The Hebrews were
rebuked because they had not grown
as they ought to have grown
(5:12-14).
As a church grows, it will also

change. There is change in leadership
as individuals develop in this capacity
and desire the work of a bishop (1
Tim. 3:1). As a church grows and
changes it abounds in love, develops
in knowledge and displays a keen
insight into the needs of its members
and those in the community who are

lost in sin (Phil. 1:9-11). And while
the gospel certainly does not change,
the means and methods of presenting
the gospel will change as a church
grows. Improvement in Bible class
teaching, use of radio and television,
the printed page, audio tapes, video
tapes and computers, all reflect a
change in methods in presenting and
preaching the old Jerusalem gospel.
Many brethren are slow to change, but
change in the right ways reflects
growth.

Growth Involves Challenges
Are there challenges as children

grow to maturity? Are there
challenges in dealing with four and
five year olds? Twelve year olds?
Teenagers? What's the answer? Just
keep them babies? Obviously not.
Growth brings on challenges.
Spiritual growth involves challenges.

The five talent man in Matthew 25
had more responsibility than the one
or two talent man. He also had a
greater challenge. Growth doesn't
mean that life gets easier; the
challenges just get bigger, but the
rewards are better! Eating meat is
harder than drinking milk.
Remember when the children of

Israel crossed from one side of the
Red Sea to the other? When they
changed sides, they became free, but
they had new challenges to face in the
wilderness. Some cried, "Let's go
back to Egypt! Back to the flesh
pots!" May we learn from them and
not yearn. to return to the days of
slavery. Growth means marching
forward and meeting every challenge.

Growth Involves Pain

What child has not experienced pain
in growing up? A baby tries to walk,
but falls down and skins its knee.
Does the parent say, "I don't want my
baby's knees skinned, so I'm not going
to let him walk." Children get their
share of bumps and bruises while
learning to swing or ride a bike, but
it's part of growth.
Spiritual growth may also involve

some pain. Hebrews 5:14 teaches that
we must exercise our senses in order
to discern both good and evil. The
word "exercise" refers to the rigorous
training and discipline of the body in
which Greek youths engaged. The
apostle Paul said such exercise had
some profit, but it is limited in time
and in results. Spiritual training
develops the whole man in body,
mind and spirit and will not only
affect time, but eternity as well (1
Tim. 6:8). Paul also said that he had
to beat or bruise his body into shape
so that he might not be disqualified
from the Christian race (1 Cor.
9:24-27). Someone has said, "There is
no gain without pain and no victory
without struggle." This is true
physically; it is true spiritually.

Growth Involves Joy
Is there any joy in a parent whose

children have grown up and become
successful in life? We take justifiable
pride in seeing our children grow in
body and in mind. It's exciting to see
them learn new things and develop
new skills.
Likewise, spiritual growth is joyous!

The apostle John said, "I have no
greater joy than to hear my children
walk in truth" (3 Jn. 4). Eighteen



times in the short book of Philippians,
Paul speaks of his joy or that of his
growing brethren at Philippi. There is
joy in a growing faith that walks in
the truth of God! There is joy in
serving Christ! There is joy in seeing
a babe in Christ grow and develop
into a mature, full grown spiritual
man or woman. There is joy when we
overcome and out grow our childish
thoughts, actions and manners!
Remember, happiness comes not to
those who wait, but to those who
create. You must grow.

Conclusion
Goldsmith once wrote, "People

seldom improve when they have no
other model but themselves to pattern
after." We have Christ as our model
and example. Thus we cannot be
content to dwell in the mists of the
valley of Hinnom, when the mount of
Transfiguration awaits! Let us "grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet.

3:18). - Via Guardian of Truth XXXII:

12, pp. 370-371 - June 16, 1988

The Conversion of The
Corinthians - Acts 18:1-11; 1
Corinthians - by Donnie V.

Rader
Near the end of his second

missionary journey, Paul went to
Corinth with the gospel of Christ.
This seems like a most unlikely place
to expect to find people interested in
the gospel and therefore establish a
church. Corinth was the commercial
capital of Greece. It was a city of half
a million people. It was filled with
immorality. I am told that 1000
prostitutes served daily at a pagan

temple in the city. It was the Las
Vegas or Atlantic City of that day.
Furthermore, Paul faced opposition as
he attempted to instruct the
Corinthians in the way of the Lord
(Acts 18:6, 9,10).
However unlikely it may have

seemed, many were converted and a
church was established in Corinth.
Let's consider what we know about
their conversion.

The Message
The message Paul preached was

"Jesus is Christ" (Acts 18:5). Later, in
writing to those who were converted,
he said that when he came to Corinth,
"I determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). The word
that was presented was not the
wisdom of men (1 Cor. 2:1), but the
testimony of God that their faith
would be in God and not man (1 Cor.
2:5). Paul said the gospel that he
preached and they received was the
death, burial and resurrection of
Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4). These
passages tell us that the message
revealed who Jesus is, the sacrifice he
made, the salvation that is available
through him and how man must obey
him.

The Response
How did the Corinthians respond?

What did they do upon hearing the
message? Obviously, there were some
who turned a deaf ear (Acts 18:6).
However, "many" did respond in
obedience. They heard the gospel
(Acts 18:8). They believed the
preaching about Jesus (Acts 18:8; 1
Cor. 15:1-4, 11). They repented of

 their sins. They turned from lives of sin to serve God. Later, in writing to these
brethren, Paul listed fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites,
covetous, drunkards, thieves, revilers and extortioners and said, "such were
some of you" (1 Cor. 6:9-11, emphasis mine, DVR). They had changed; they
had repented. They were baptized (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 15:29).

The Change (1 Cor. 6:9-11)
In becoming Christians, the Corinthians had to and did make some drastic

changes in their lives. From this we learn:
1. The gospel of Christ can change the worst of lives. Some of those in the

church at Corinth had been fornicators, others were homosexuals, some
idolaters, some thieves and others were drunkards. Sin doesn't get much worse
than that. But, they changed! They stopped their practice of sin. If they could
change and live right   anyone else can too.
2. The life they lived after obeying the gospel was different   it was a life unto

God. After turning from their sins, they were instructed to give their lives to
glorifying God (1 Cor. 6:20; 10:31), following Christ (I Cor. 11:1,3), walking
worthy and living lives of a separate people (2 Cor. 6) and fearing God (2 Cor.
7:1).
3. Sin must cease when one becomes a Christian. True repentance demanded

that their fornication, homosexuality, drunkenness, etc. stop! Notice again, that
the text says, "such were some of you" (emphasis mine, DVR). Their continuing
in sin was past tense.
All who come to God must cease their practice of sin. That includes those who

live in adultery. If the practice of homosexuality must cease (meaning they must
cease their sexual relationship), so must those who have committed adultery by
remarrying (Matt. 19:9), i.e. thy must cease their sexual relationship.

The Results
Various terms and expressions are used to describe those who were converted

by the gospel. These words tell us what they became by obedience to the
gospel. A church was established (1 Cor. 1:2). The term that is translated by the
word church means the "balled out." Thus they were called out of sin and
darkness into the salvation and light. They were sanctified which means they
were separated from sin and unto God (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11). The term saints also
suggests this separation. They were saved (1 Cor. 1:21; 15:2), washed (1 Cor.
6:11) and justified (1 Cor. 6:11). Consequently they gained the hope of eternal
life (I Cor. 15:50-58).
You can be saved just like the Corinthians when you believe the same

message, obey the same commands and make the same kind of changes. You
will also receive the same results. — Via  Guardian of Truth XXXVII: 20, p. 15 -
October 21, 1993

“THE CHANGE THAT MUST OCCUR - IS ONE THAT IS
GOOD FOR YOU HERE AND IN ETERNITY!”


