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The Church in Crisis (Concluded) - by Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.
Among these erroneous conclusions

is the concept that marriage is just a
private agreement between a man and
women to be husband and wife before
God and it is fast catching on with
brethren. Meeting the requirements of
civil law and cultural norms is just a
mere formality that really has nothing
to do with the validity of a marriage.
Likewise divorce is just a mental act
before God and that civil divorce
proceedings have nothing to do with a
real divorce. Then there is the
conclusion that there are multiple
scriptural reasons for divorcing a
spouse that is gaining popularity in
spite of the fact that Jesus said that
"But I say to you that whoever
divorces his wife for any reason
except sexual immorality causes her
to commit adultery..." (Matthew
5:32).
If these conclusions are not

challenged and checked they will
throw the marriage institution into
chaos adversely affecting the church
and society as a whole. God's
marriage law is universal in scope and
is for all of human society as a whole
and not just a law for Christians. We
would like to hope that those who
have recently arrived at these
dangerous positions and are advising

brethren based on their conclusion
will rethink their positions and
consider the logical consequences and
return to the position that most
brethren have held for years. That
being that marriage was ordained in
the beginning for the good of the
human race and is entered into by a
covenant between the parties that is
publicly ratified and recognized in a
manner dictated by the society in
which the parties live and that
dissolving a marriage is also a legal or
societal act based on the customs of
the society in which one lives. That
does not mean every marriage or
divorce authorized by a given society
meets God's approval. God's law tells
us who it is that has a right to enter
into a marriage covenant to be ratified
by society and who has a right to
petition society for divorce from a
marriage (Matthew 5:32; 19:3-9). If
the situation continues as it is now
and the number of advocates of these
new positions continue to grow, I fear
how it will direly affect unity among
brethren. Those who believe that such
doctrines will result in adultery will
not be able to stand idly by and let
such teaching have free course. This
is a real crisis.
The creation and proliferation of

unnecessary issues.
There has never been a shortage of

things for brethren to argue over.
Most of the time such discussions are
of little consequence and are
localized, never rising to the level of
a "brotherhood issue." Many issues
are of the nature that brethren can
agree to disagree because their
application is personal rather than
congregational, nor do they cause a
breach of morality or undermine the
foundation of one's faith. Such issues
have been around for years causing a
minimal of strife among brethren.
Most brethren agree that such
differences are not worth dividing
over.
So, it is not like we don't have

enough issues to keep our
argumentative skills honed, it seems
that in recent years there are those
who are bent on creating new
controversies to throw into the mix to
keep the polemic pot boiling. Among
these are the "tradition busters" who
dream up new and novel approaches
to the church's worship and work. It is
not that they, through serious study,
have found that the "traditional"
approaches need changing because
they are unscriptural, but that we need
change for change's sake. They push
their proposed changes upon brethren
knowing full well that they will be
met with resistance from those who
happen to believe that approaches
already in place are scriptural and
have proven to be expedient over the
years. Even those who are clamoring
for change admit that the old
approaches were not necessarily

wrong but in their judgment their new
approaches are better. But are they
enough better to warrant the strife that
their introduction causes?
Then there are those projects that are

launched that depend on the approval
and support of a goodly number of
brethren to succeed. But, alas, a
significant number of brethren view
the existence and promotion of the
said project to be at best questionable
and at worst unscriptural and a dire
threat to the purity of the church.
Thus the fat is in the fire and a new
major issue develops. We need to ask
if all of this is necessary? The best
defense that the promoters of these
projects are able to make is that they
are "authorized liberties." Then the
question must be raised is: Is clinging
to an admittedly "authorized liberty"
worth the brotherhood strife its
introduction has caused?
Then, on the other hand, there are

some brethren who see apostasy
lurking behind every bush. Their
unwarranted and i l l-advised
objections also create new
unnecessary issues. We all need to be
careful that our oppositions are well
thought out and scripturally based and
not just a product of our living in the
"objective case and kickative mood."
There is hardly anything that is

worth disturbing the harmony and
good will among brethren. We are
going to need unity to go forward in
this new century. Nor can we afford
to allow trends away from ancient
order go unchecked for the sake of
peace. So, we believe that the church
is truly in a crisis that is going to



require careful study of the Scriptures
and sound judgment on the part of all
to weather the storm and once again
preserve a remnant bent on walking in
the "old paths."

“Careless Soul, Why will you
Linger?” - By A. C. Grider

We are living in a time when people
could “care less” for spiritual matters.
Hence the title which stands at the head of
this article. In this regard, times have been
better in the past. But we seem to have
reached a new low in getting response to
our efforts. I wonder if times will ever by
any better along this line.

The work of the preacher grows more
difficult and frustrations become greater
as time goes on. Go out and talk to a man
whose soul we would like to see saved
and invite him to services. He shakes it
off with, “I ain’t a making you no
promises.” He seems to think he owes the
preacher a promise. When (and if) he
finally does come, it likely will be a “one
time only” thing, and even then he
smirkingly acts like he has done us a big
favor by coming. Or try to talk to him on
the spot about the salvation of his soul
and he is much too busy to listen. Or else
he will shrug it off as if something else
was far more important.

We go to members of the church who
seldom attend services and plead with
them to be more faithful. They will shake
it off with, “I know I am not coming as I
should. I know I should come.” These
so-called Christians seem to think they
owe the preacher this much of a
concession. When (and if) they do come
as result of the exhortation, it will likely
be a “one time only” thing and again they
go back to being unfaithful. So it is
necessary to try, try again.

What can we do; what can we say to get
sinners, both in the church and out, to see

that it is not for our sake nor even for
Jesus’ sake that we want them to obey the
gospel? Why can’t they see it is for their
own good and for the sake of their own
soul that we plead with them? I am
reminded of a story the late N.B.
Hardeman used to tell. He had engaged in
a very heated discussion with a
cantankerous old sinner, but to no avail.
The argument waxed hot and Hardeman
became impatient. Hardeman later said, “I
thought once I would tell him to go to
hell. But, on second thought, I knew he
would go anyway so I didn’t tell him.”
That is a kind of humorous thing and in a
way seems to be a little harsh. But in all
seriousness, it might open some eyes if
some people were bluntly told to go to
torment. At any rate, alien sinners and
erring Christians many times are “careless
souls” and they continue to “linger.” I
don’t know anything to do or anything the
Lord wants us to do but keep trying to get
them to do what they must do to be saved.
---- Via  Truth Magazine, XX:2, p.
12-13., January 8, 1976

"Where are Your
Headquarters?" - by George
Welsh Tyle - San Diego, CA

Many times while ringing doorbells,
doing personal work, the above question
has been asked of me. The answer has
usually been, "The church you read about
in the New Testament has no central
organization. nor authority on the face of
the earth. The church's headquarters are in
heaven." The apostle Paul says our
citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20
A.S.V).Those who are in Christ's church
are in the kingdom of heaven (Matt.
16:18,19). Jesus said "And I also say unto
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this
rock (Peter's confession of Christ-GWT)
I will build my church: and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it. I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of

 heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Please note that Jesus
is speaking in the future tense in the above quotation. The kingdom, His church, was not
established then. It came into existence on the day of Pentecost in A.D.33. Since the
Lord's kingdom is not of this world naturally, the capital city and central office are in
heaven. Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36). He also said; "All.
authority hath been given me in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). Matthew uses the
designation "kingdom of heaven" about thirty times. The headquarters of the kingdom
is in heaven and there Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords sits on His throne at
the right hand of God (Col. 3:1). God raised Christ from the dead, and made him to sit
at his right hand in the, heavenly places, far above all rule and authority, and power, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come; and he has put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all
in all" (Eph. 1:29-23). The apostle Paul wrote, "He is the head of the body, the church"
(Col. 1:18). His church has no pope or any other visible head, here on earth.

Men often express surprise that the churches of Christ have no organization other than
the elders and deacons within each congregation. Though there are thousands upon
thousands of people in the United States in this fellowship called Christians only, yet the
only head that holds them together is their common faith and allegiance to Christ and
His gospel. There is no official publishing house, seminary nor legislative office en the
face of the earth. Individual congregations only work together voluntarily, just as they
did in the first century. All of the members are bound together in one body "For as the
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of the body, being many, are
one body; so also is Christ" (1 Cor. 12:12). Paul wrote, "There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling: one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all" (Eph.
4:4,5,6). Each congregation is independent of all others.

Churches of Christ are organized after the examples and commands of the New
Testament. The church at Philippi had bishops or elders (overseers) and deacons (Phil.
1:1). Titus was told to appoint elders in every city on the island of Crete. There was a
plurality of elders in each congregation. In 1 Pet. 5:3, he tells the elders to make
"yourselves ensamples of the flock." They were to be leaders by word and example. In
the fourth verse of this same chapter he calls Christ "the chief Shepherd." The elders
have no authority whatever to make any changes in God's plans or Word given for the
church operation and government. Popes, archbishops, cardinals and other ecclesiastical
officials were left out of the picture. Churches of Christ have no official conventions,
conferences, associations, senates or synods provided for it in the New Testament
church. God's ways work perfectly and it is not within man's power to attempt to make
improvements in them.

Remember, the headquarters of the church of Christ is in heaven and not on earth. No
man can tamper with, revise, add to, take away from, or annul any part of God's plans,
ways or Word and keep from going to hell. The Apostle John wrote in Rev. 22:19, "God
shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city." ---- Via Truth
Magazine XXII: 3, p. 61 - January 19, 1978

“BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER OF THE HOPE IN YOU”


