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Ichabod in the Pulpit? - by Mike Vestal
The name "Ichabod" means

"without glory" or "the glory has
departed" (1 Sam. 4:20-21). How
we should all pray that Ichabod
never enters the pulpit! After all,
preaching Jesus Christ necessitates
proclaiming a message that
glorifies and exalts him as Lord,
and that remembers what he has
done for sinful man (1 Cor. 1:18,
31). Every man who ever has the
privilege of preaching the gospel
should deeply relate to what Paul
said in Galatians 6:14, "But God
forbid that I should glory except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world has been
crucified to me, and to the world."
The focus of our preaching must be
to glorify Christ. In a very real
sense, all other ground is
"Ichabod"   without glory.
Those who preach and teach the

word of God dare not be guilty of a
conflict of interest as it relates to
whom goes the glory and praise. It
all goes to God, not to us! "I am
the Lord, that is my name; and my
glory I will not give to another"
(Isa. 42:8). Everything we do as

Christians ought to be done out of
an intense desire to glorify God,
and in nothing should this be more
true than when we are
communicating the very message
of God (cf. 1 Cor. 10:31; Col.
3:17). But this is where the ideal
con-fronts reality, for it is all too
easy to allow our pride, comfort,
and lust to supersede the
preeminence of Jesus. It is then
that Ichabod enters the pulpit.
Ichabod enters the pulpit when

sermons and Bible classes are
filled with jokes, stories and
secular philosophy instead of with
the clear bringing out and
application of God's word (1 Cor.
2:1-5; 2 Tim. 4:1-5). Scripture is
dealt with superficially from too
many pulpits, if it is actually dealt
with at all. Due to this misguided
approach, classes and sermons
have come to be judged more for
their entertainment value than for
the edification of the saints,
evangelization of the lost, and
glorification of the Lord. In real
exposition of God's word, truth
does indeed meet life. And it

changes those lives who lovingly
and humbly embrace the will of
God (Jas. 1:21; 1 John 1:4).
Ichabod enters the pulpit when

through "smooth and fair speech,"
false doctrine is taught and
brethren are led astray (Rom.
16:17-18; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). Those
who pro-claim the gospel must be
constantly aware that Satan wants
to take God's servants and to make
them his own. The devil will seek
to tempt us to become self serving
rather than Master driven, and the
strategies he uses are both
ingenious and insidious (2 Cor.
2:11 ). Whatever may prompt one
to teach false doctrine and to lead
others astray, one thing is certain:
Satan has been at work. If the devil
gets a foothold in the life of a
person who preaches and teaches,
it is only a short step to Satan's
getting a foothold on the pulpit!
Ichabod enters the pulpit when an

evangelist lacks the boldness and
conviction to deal with sin as he
should. On one occasion, Paul
withstood Peter "to his face,
because he was to be blamed"
(Gal. 2:11). Such action on the
part of Paul was doubtless neither
pleasant nor easy, but it was
necessary in order for the gospel of
God's grace to be vindicated (cf.
Gal. 2:12-14). Men of God must
have the strength and courage
necessary to deal with sin. It is
interesting to note that in 1

Timothy 4 Paul first mentions sins
such as unfaithfulness and
hypocrisy (vv. 1-5), and then goes
on to deal with the character
qualities that are a must for
servants of God (vv. 6-16).
Ichabod enters the pulpit when

one manifests a harsh, vindictive,
uncompassionate spirit completely
out of harmony with the Lord
whom we are supposed to be
lifting up before others (Eph.
4:15). Are we truly motivated by a
sincere love for God and for the
souls of others? Without such
motivation, we accomplish nothing
of lasting value (cf. 1 Cor. 13:1-3).
Our logic may be impeccable, the
force  of  ou r  arguments
unavoidable and our will
indomitable, but if the love of
Christ does not constrain us (2
Cor. 5:14), we are robbing God of
his glory.
Ichabod enters the pulpit when a

preacher refuses to declare "the
whole counsel of God" out of fear
of repercussions (Acts 20:20, 27).
It seems that some individuals
sadly fear so much a loss of
income, friends, security and
popularity that they can rationalize
their silence on matters pertaining
to eternity. Could it be that the
only one who finds our preaching
and teaching offensive is God?
Gospel preachers are not
mercenaries; we are not hired
hands to merely tell people what



they want to hear so as to fill our
pockets. We are ministers of
Christ. We are ambassadors of the
King and soldiers of the Lord (2
Cor. 5:19-20; Eph. 6:10-24). It is
God's will, God's pleasure, God's
way and God's blessing we must
seek. Paul's words in 1
Corinthians 9:16 are especially
appropriate: "For if I preach the
gospel, I have nothing to boast of,
for necessity is laid upon me; yes,
woe is me if I do not preach the
gospel!"
Ichabod enters the pulpit when

preachers and teachers allow a
short fuse to take the place of
patience and longsuffering. Second
Timothy 2:24-26 lists qualities
such as gentleness, ability to teach,
humility and patience as
qualifications for a servant of the
Lord. Those who proclaim God's
word are to "convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). If we are
prone to "fly off the handle," how
does such an attitude manifest the
glory of God? True, there is such a
thing as godly anger (cf. John
2:13-22; Eph. 4:26), but that is not
what is under consideration here.
The proper exercise of self control
and the manifesting of a Christlike
c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  n o t  b e
underemphasized lest Ichabod
enter the pulpit (cf. Gal. 5:22-23).
Ichabod enters the pulpit when

preachers care more about

themselves and self-promotion
than their Savior and the souls they
are trying to reach (1 Cor. 9:22).
As often as we may have heard and
read Philippians 1:21, its message
still needs to be appreciated and
applied: "For to me, to live is
Christ, and to die is gain." Some
grunt and groan to climb 'the
brotherhood ladder of success," but
shouldn't the privilege of preaching
Jesus and touching the lives of
people for eternity be enough?
Won't the greeting from God,
"Well done, good and faithful
servant," be more than we could
have ever comprehended?
Self-promotion is not what
preaching Christ is about; it is
about praising the glorious Savior
(cf. Phil. 3:7-21).
There really is no glory when

Ichabod is in the pulpit. John the
Baptizer struck at the heart of
effective minis-try centuries ago
when he said of Jesus, "He must
increase, but I must decrease"
(John 3:30). When the Lord is so
glorified, so magnified and exalted
through our proclamation of the
word of God, that people are drawn
closer to him, that is glory enough.
Gospel preachers should rejoice to
be little servants of an illustrious
God! - (From The Restorer,
September 1994, via The Knight
Arnold News, October 21, 1997.) -
--- via  Guardian of Truth XLI:
24 p. 16-17 - December 18, 1997

The Church in Crisis - by Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.
I have a sermon titled "Crises in the Jerusalem Church" that I preach from

time to time. It is based on notes that I took on a sermon I heard brother
Clinton Hamilton preach many years ago. It points to several crises faced by
the first congregation of Christians ever. The purpose of that sermon is
threefold:
1. to show that even the Lord's church under the personal guidance of the

apostles had problems,
2. churches of Christ in every generation have had problems to solve and

overcome, and
3. that by studying how Jerusalem weathered its crises we can learn to deal

with the crises as they come to churches today.
A study of church history, from its beginning until the present will reveal

that the Lord's church has never flourished for any extended length of time
without facing a serious crisis. The results of each major crisis has been that
a large segment of brethren (individuals and congregations) have gone into
apostasy. At times apostasy has been so widespread that the New Testament
church has all but disappeared from the radar screen of recorded history for
many years. Before the death of the first generation of Christians, "the
mystery of lawlessness" (II Thessalonians 2:7) was already at work that led
to the great apostasy following the death of the Apostles that ultimately
evolved into Catholicism. For the most part the church of recorded history
from about the middle of the second century until the "Reformation" was
that of the apostate church. That does not necessarily mean that there were
no local churches after the New Testament order in existence during that
period. In fact, I have read over the years of some evidence that seem to
indicate that there may have been some isolated instances of such
congregations existing. I tend to believe that that may have been the case,
but they would not have been noted by secular and ecclesiastical historians.
Whether or not that is the case there have been many successful efforts to

"restore" New Testament Christianity around the world from the time of the
"Reformation" to the present time. It is not necessary to established
historical succession back to the first century for the New Testament church
to exist today. As long as we have the "seed of the kingdom," the word of
God, we can teach and practice it anywhere in the world and produce
Christians and churches belonging to and following Christ at any given time
and place in the world. We are assured that the word will not pass away
(Matthew 24:35; I Peter 1:23-25) and that the kingdom shall never be
destroyed (Daniel 2:44

“DO NOT EVER UNDERESTIMATE YOUR ENEMY”


