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Students in the Classroom of Jesus - by Jeff May - Oxford,
Alabama

Ephesians 4:17-24 makes for good
reading. In only eight verses, the
Christian receives a wealth of
information on how to conduct his life.
A very clear distinction is made here
between the world and those who have
been taught by Christ. In fact, you
could take a pencil and draw a line
between verses 19 and 20 and have
the dividing line between those in sin
and those who are righteous.
In verses 17-19 Paul refers to the

common walk of life among the
Gentiles. These people pursued vain
interests. They removed themselves
from the source of eternal life,
hardened their hearts so they could feel
no regret and then gave themselves
over to unbridled lust and uncleanness.
Next, in reference to Christians, Paul

says, "But you have not so learned
Christ." He has drawn a dividing line
and the message is simple. He is
telling these Christians that they did
not learn Christ to be of that sort!
Those who have been taught by Christ
and have heard him and know his truth
surely know that he is the opposite of
all that.
I believe that Christians still need to

learn this vital lesson. We cannot live

after the manner of the world. While
we must live among sinners, we must
stand out as being different. Another
preacher once wrote, "Jesus could mix
with publicans and sinners but he was
never mistaken for one of them." If
we, as Christians, think that we can
live like the world, then we have not
learned Christ! True disciples realize
this world is not our home. We are
"strangers and pilgrims on the earth"
and we are seeking a "heavenly
country" (Heb. 11:13-16).
Since reading Ephesians 4:20-21, I

have been impressed with its message.
The true Christian has learned Christ
because he has been taught by him.
Someone once said, "Christianity is
not bought, caught, or fought but it is
taught." You cannot be a Christian
without learning Christ and his
doctrine. Students of Christ are
sticklers for remaining in his teaching
(2 Jn. 9-11; Jn. 8:31-32).
Since Jesus is my Teacher, I am to be

like him. Luke 6:40 says, "A disciple
is not above his teacher, but everyone
who is perfectly trained will be like his
teacher" (NKJV). My desire is that
when people see my ways, they will
know my Teacher. If they can't see my

Teacher, then I am not perfectly
trained! People could easily see who
was the source of motivation to the
apostles. Notice what is said of Peter
and John as they stood before the
Sanhedrin council! "Now when they
saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they
marveled. And they realized that they
had been with Jesus" (Acts 4:13). Did
you catch my point? Among these
scholarly Jews, Peter and John were
regarded as uneducated and untrained
but they had no problem at all knowing
whose classroom they had been in!
They had been taught by Jesus and
were very much like their Teacher!
Since Jesus is my Teacher and I have

obeyed him, I wear his name. The
Scriptures say that the "disciples were
called Christians" (Acts 11:26). It is a
great honor to wear the name of Christ.
It is not something to be looked upon
lightly because we were bought with
the precious blood of Jesus, God's
Lamb. The name "Christian" is already
losing its meaning in our world. People
who are not Christians call themselves
Christians. It is also used as an
adjective to describe a "good" person.
Just the other day someone told me
about a man and described him as a
"Christian person." This simply meant
he was a good man. Cornelius was a
good person before he was converted
but he wasn't a Christian (Acts 10).
Saddest of all in our world is when

people live any way they wish and still
do not hesitate to call themselves
Christians. We crucify Christ all over
again when we do that! A story has

been told about Alexander the Great
and one of his soldiers. According to
the story, Alexander the Great learned
of a young soldier who was not
conducting himself properly. The
soldier's name coincidentally was also
Alexander. The young soldier was
ordered to appear before Alexander the
Great who very plainly told him
something like this, "Young man, you
will either have to change your
conduct or change your name. You
will not wear my name and act as you
are acting." We can take that story and
make application to us. If we intend to
live in the ways of sin ' then we should
never tell anyone that we are
Christians. It only hurts the cause of
Christ.
Those who have been taught by

Christ are controlled by his message
and put their trust in Christ and his
truth (Eph. 1:13). They are mastered
by the word of God. A Christian's
delight "is in the law of the Lord and
in his law he meditates day and night"
(Psa. 1:2). He will study his textbook
(Bible) daily and desire to come to a
full knowledge of the truth and his
Teacher. On the other hand, those who
have not learned Christ will perish
because they did not love the truth (2
Thess. 2:9-12).
In Ephesians 4:22-24, we see the

results of being taught by Jesus.
Having enrolled ourselves in his class,
we do not walk as others walk in life.
A transformation occurs when we
learn his message. In these verses, the
Christian is told to "put off, concerning
your former conduct the old man
which grows corrupt according to



deceitful lusts and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, and that you put on
the new man which was created
according to God, in righteousness and
true holiness."
As we ponder the role of baptism, we

see all of the above things happening
in that act. We crucify and put off the
old man of sin (Rom. 6:6), are buried
with Christ (Rom. 6:4), and we put on
the new man who is free of sin. "For as
many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27).
We become like our Teacher. It's a
new life for us now. Having been set
free from sin we become slaves of
righteousness.
While in college, I observed many

people who needed to go back and
enroll in high school to learn the
basics. They needed to be taught again.
I perceive that many who call
themselves Christians are in a similar
situation. They need to repent for
having failed to learn what Jesus
taught them and enroll themselves
again in the course of eternal life
taught by the Master. Once they
learned the message they should then
go and be like their Teacher. Are you

like your Teacher? - Via  - Guardian of

Truth XXXIV: 8, pp. 243-244 April 19,
1990

Christians and Community
Service - by John A. Smith,

Winchester, Kentucky
As Christians we have a unique

opportunity to touch the lives of
others. It has rightly been said that
Christianity is a "One-Another"
religion. We are not to look out merely
for our own personal interests, "but

also for the interest of others" (Phil.
2:4). The practicing of "One-Another
Religion" - looking out for the
interests of others - should lead us to
be involved in the lives of others and
in our communities.
The Proverbs writer saw the benefit

that active righteous people could have
in their communities and declared
them to be a blessing. "When it goes
well with the righteous, the city
rejoices; and when the wicked perish,
there is shouting. By the blessing of
the upright the city is exalted, but it is
overthrown by the mouth of the
w i cked"  ( P rov .  1 1 : 1 0 - 1 1 ) .
"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin
is a reproach to any people" (Prov.
14:34). In order for this blessing to be
experienced, the righteous must let
their presence be known. There is no
blessing when the righteous sit idly by
and keep their influence to themselves.
Jesus acknowledged the beneficial

influence of the righteous when, at the
conclusion of the "Beatitudes," he
declared that those who possess these
characteristics should also exhibit
them. He declared that they are the
"salt of the earth" and the "light of the
world" (Matt. 5:13-16). He further
said that we are not to "light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a
lamp stand. . . Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in
heaven" (Matt. 5:15-16).
Jesus calls upon the righteous to

uncork their salt shakers and let their
savor be known. Just as salt was an
indispensable household commodity in
Palestine, so Jesus declares that the

 children of God are equally indispensable in their communities. They can be more than
a savoring influence. They can also be a "moral disinfectant" in communities which
would otherwise be left to degenerate values. Christ-like people need to look beyond
themselves to the interests of others and the community and let their savoring
disinfectant be effective.

As lights of the world, we do not produce light ourselves. But as "moons" we merely
reflect the light of the Son to the darkened earth. Many of our communities are starved
and groping for this guiding light. As "reflections of the Savior" the righteous need to
put their light in a conspicuous place to "give light to all who are in the house" to the
glory of the Father. As Christians we must be involved people.

A Christian's involvement in neighborhoods, communities and schools should come
from a sincere love for others and the saving of their souls. One of the characteristics
of love which Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 13:5 is an interest in others. Because he
loved others Paul said that he was willing to "spend and be spent" (1 Cor. 12:15).
Motivated by a desire to save souls, Paul sought not his own but other's well-being and
not his own profit but the profit of many "that they may be saved" (1 Cor. 10:24,33).
Involvement with others will open doors of opportunity, which otherwise might never
open, whereby we may reach them with the Gospel. Involvement with others, "salt
shaking," and "light-shining" will also provide the Christian with opportunities to glorify
God. Our lights are to shine for that very purpose (Matt. 5:16). If we are actively
involved with others doing good work, "they may, by your good works which they
observe, glorify God" (1 Pet. 2:12). Christ-like people should find no lack of motivation
for involvement and community service.
Applications - One Christian stepped forward in a local school district to volunteer his
service on a citizen's committee which was to draft a "Family Life" (sex education)
program. As a result of his efforts, that program is being built upon solid biblical morals
and not the permissive values of groups like Planned Parenthood. In the philosophy
statement which he helped to draft, abortion is condemned, pre-marital sexual
abstinence is promoted, and contraception is to be taught only within the context of
marriage. Christians can have an impact! All over the country I hear of parents working
wit Little League Baseball, Soccer, local schools and other agencies who successfully
keep these activities from interfering with mid-week Bible studies. There are those who
work tirelessly to help promote modest apparel for sports and school activities. Those
who help see that creationism gets a fair shake in classrooms provide a much needed
service. I am always encouraged to hear of godly parents who volunteer their time as
coaches and team-parents thereby having an opportunity to interject spiritual values into
these activities. God bless these active, "one-another," "light-shining" people! Our
communities need more of them. Others are serving in more quiet and less noticeable
ways. Many of God's children all across the country are involved in helping elderly
neighbors, caring for the sick, visiting nursing homes, helping provide for the less
fortunate, and countless other thoughtful ways. They make themselves available to
neighbors for any service that they might be able to render. They are truly a blessing and
servant of others. It is my prayer that more Christians would see the need for community
involvement and use their God-given talents for the service of others. May we all have
the spirit of our Lord and see ourselves as those who have "not come to be served, but
to serve." - Via  Guardian of Truth XXXIII: 11, pp. 321, 340 June 1, 1989


