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The Patternists: Behave Like a Christian - by Stan Cox
One of the paragraph headings the

translators add to the book of Romans
is found in the context of Romans
12:9-21. It reads “Behave Like a
Christian.”
Though supplied by uninspired men,

the paragraph heading is well chosen.
There are certain behaviors that
should be characteristic of Christians.
We are servants and disciples of
Jesus. Our lives must reflect that in
order to please Him. So, what are
these behaviors, as listed by Paul in
this passage?
# Let love be without hypocrisy.

Love is more than a mere
profession of affection. Our
actions must meet our words in
every measure.

# Abhor what is evil. A love for the
world and the wickedness therein
is antithetical to the Christian
profession. If we love the world,
we make ourselves enemies of
God.

# Cling to what is good. The
opposite of evil. As much as we
abhor evil, we must love what is
good. The way to stay clear of the
lusts of the flesh is to fill ourselves
with the fruit of the Spirit.

# Be affectionate and loving to each
other. 1 John 4:11 states that if

God loves us, “we also ought to
love one another.”

# Give preference to one another.
Love expresses i tself  in
selflessness. It is found in our
concern for the welfare of others.
We are to think of them before
ourselves.

# Be fervent and diligent in our
service to God. God does not
accept lukewarmness on the part
of His children. Zeal and
steadfastness are necessary.

# Rejoice in hope. This is what
supplies us the motivation for our
service. We rejoice in our
expectation of heaven!

# Patient in tribulation. Persistence
through trials prove us worthy of
the crown of righteousness.

# Continuing steadfastly in prayer.
Pray without ceasing!

# Be hospitable and benevolent.
These actions are not limited to,
but are to be especially directed
toward your brethren in Christ.

# Love your enemy. Even if
mistreated, be kind and pray for
them.

# Be empathetic to others. Their
sadness or joy should be your
sadness or joy as well.

# Be humble. This will keep you

grounded, and help to maintain
unity among brethren. You are no
more important than any other
soul.

# Repay no one evil for evil. This is
antithetical to the Christian
profession of love for others.

# Pursue that which is good and
which produces peace. Our
relationships with others may not
always be easy, but we can be sure
that any friction or conflict does
not originate with us.

# Allow God to bring vengeance
upon the evil, it is His place, not
yours (cf. 2 Thessalonians
1:6-10). Instead, let go of your
anger over mistreatment (cf.
Ephesians 4:26-27).

In conclusion, “Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good”
(Romans 12:21). These words
summarize Paul’s directions well. A
Christian’s words, actions and life
must mirror those of His savior. Jesus
“committed no sin, nor was deceit
found in His mouth; who, when He
was reviled, did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to
Him who judges righteously” (1 Peter
2:22-23). May we all live by His
wonderful example! ---- Via Westside
church of Christ, Fort Worth TX,
January 5, 2021

Why Assemble for Worship?
- by C. D. Plum, Parkersburg, WVA
Many things could be said in answer

to the subject of this article. I shall
briefly mention a few of these things.
1. God has always wanted his people
to assemble for worship of him. God's

Old Testament people, the Jews, were
told to: "REMEMBER THE
SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT
HOLY" (Ex. 20:8). On the Sabbath,
which was Saturday, God's people,
the Jews, assembled for sacred
worship. Even Christ, before his death
on the cross, assembled with the Jews
on the Sabbath day (Lk. 4:16). The
Sabbath was the special assembling
day for God's ancient people before
he died on the cross (Col. 2:14-16).
After Christ's death on the cross,

God arranged another and different
assembling day for his people. God's
New Testament people are called
Christians. "And the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch"
(Acts 11:26). God gave the name
Christian (Isa. 62: 2). God's New
Testament people, Christians, are
even told they may have to suffer
because they dare to wear this name.
Note the following: "Yet if any man
SUFFER as a CHRISTIAN, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God in this name" (1 Pet. 4:16). The
special assembling day for Christians
is the first day of the week. Christians
met in the days of the apostles, and
Christians still meet in harmony with
New Testament teaching on the first
day of the week for sacred, solemn
worship.
2. God wanted Christians to assemble
in New Testament times to observe
the communion in memory of his
Son. Paul did such at Troas. Note
what is said in Acts 20:7. "And upon
the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready



to depart on the morrow; and
continued his speech until midnight"
(1 Cot. 11;23-33). And again: "Upon
the first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store as God hath
prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come" (1 Cot.
16:1-2). Jesus has promised to be in
such meetings. He said: "For where
two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of
them" (Matt. 18:20).

Let's Sum It Up
1. God has commanded that his
people assemble for worship (Heb.
10:25).
2. There is apostolic authority and
example for the Lord s Supper to be
observed in "memory of Jesus' on the
first day of the week (1 Cor.
11:23-26; Acts 20:7; Phil. 4:9).
3. Jesus is present to meet with
Christians when they assemble (Matt.
18:20) And since Christians want to
be in the presence ox the ones they
love, they assemble in order to be
with Jesus. ---- Via  TRUTH
MAGAZINE XIV: 11, p.2 January 22,
1970

The Spirit Of Obedience - by
Don McWho-Rter

In Numbers 14 we find an account of
the conflicting reports brought back by
the spies who had returned from
Canaan...While the majority expressed the
opinion that possession of the land was
impossible there were two men who did
not possess such a "grasshopper
complex!" Verse 24 expresses God's
pleasure with the attitude of Caleb in
these words, "But my servant Caleb,
because he had another spirit with him,
and hath followed me fully, him will I

bring into the land where into he went;
and his seed shall possess it." Joshua saw
things differently because he had "the
spirit of obedience."

There is a vast difference between going
through a mechanical obedience to a
prescribed formula and doing the same
acts because possessed by "a spirit of
obedience." In obedience to the gospel the
things done must be done from the heart
(Romans 6:16-18) or they are a mere
mockery. In worship our actions must
come from the heart (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16; I Cor. 11; I Cor. 14:15; II Cor.
9:7; et. al.) or the same actions constitute
vain worship.

How do you know that you possess the
"spirit of obedience?" (1) You will do
what God says whether anyone else does
or not. A husband or wife who waits on
their life's partner to join them in
obedience before they will consent to
obey God does not possess the proper
spirit. It is doubtful that such obedience
when rendered would be acceptable. Or
perhaps one renders obedience to God's
commands in order to please a partner,
friend, or parent who is already a
Christian. This, too, fails to meet the test
of proper motive. The spirit of obedience
desires to do whatever God demands in
order to please God.

Sometimes it is from a different
standpoint altogether that one reacts to
God's commands. Occasionally you meet
someone who is out of service as a
Christian because someone else has
sinned. He uses that as an excuse for his
own neglect. Especially is this true when
the sin committed by the other party is
against the person under consideration.

Often people find it convenient to blame
someone else for their own rebellion and
to tender repentance on the condition "I
will if he will." If the spirit of the older
brother in the parable of Luke 15 was the

 same when the younger left as when he returned he could have felt justified in leaving
and in asking that the brother bear a share of the blame for his wrong doing. Not so. "I
have sinned," he confessed truthfully. The older boy was not implicated in the
confession and as the story closes the prodigal is restored while the older son is
alienated. Even when there are "two sides to every story" sin is never justifiable. It is
still sin and if one possesses the spirit of obedience he will do what he ought to do
whether anyone else does or not.
(2) You will do what God commands whether it meets with your likes and preferences
or not. If you do only those things that please you, though they may be things God
commands, even in those you are not obeying Him. Partial obedience is disobedience
as is shown by the denunciation of Saul's actions in regard to the Amalekites in II Sam.
15. Suppose a man goes to the doctor and as a result of examination receives three
prescriptions which he dutifully takes to the druggist for filling. After taking the
medications for several days he notes with pleasure that prescription number one is
producing significant improvement and that number two certainly brings pleasant
feelings but as for number three (which tastes terrible and seems to do nothing for him)
he concludes it is worthless and quits taking it. Is he following the doctor's orders? No,
even though he happens to be taking two prescriptions written by the doctor. The doctor
wrote three prescriptions and the following of this orders would mean the taking of all
three. In reality he is following his own preferences. The same is true of those
individuals who are rendering partial obedience to God.
(3) You will do what God says whether it appears reasonable or not. And especially so
when there is no apparent connection between the thing done and the end to be gained.
Take, for example, the fall of Jericho. The strategy was not reasonable to a military man.
Much more reasonable would have been plans for some great catapult or battering ram.
But then the implement itself would have been praised. It was not a military problem but
one of faith. It is God who is to be exalted, not some war implement.

Take the cleansing of Naaman in II Kings 5. The formula was not reasonable from a
medical standpoint. But then it was not a medical problem but one of faith. God could
have effected the cure with the "balm of Gilead." But the probable reaction would have
been, "That's great salve!" It was God, not salve, that was to be exalted. And that is
exactly how it turned out. Baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38) does not seem
proper to a theologian. But it is not a matter of theology; it is a matter of faith. If you
possess the spirit of obedience you will do what God says whether it seems reasonable
or not.
(4) You will do more than the minimum. Jesus rebuked the Jews of his generation
because they did only what by law they were demanded to do. He exhorted them to
show the proper spirit by going the second mile. Too many are more concerned with
"How much do I have to do?" than with "How much can I do?" It is the latter that
exemplifies the spirit of obedience. In your attendance, giving, praying, studying, which
spirit motivates you?
(5) You will have faith strong enough to overcome obstacles. And obstacles there will
be. A faith that will not overcome is not a saving faith. The spirit of obedience
characterizes the religion of conviction instead of convenience.

Do you possess the spirit of obedience? - 620 Hoke St., Gadsden, Ala. 35903 ---- Via
The Gospel Guardian VOLUME 20, March 13, 1969. NUMBER 44, PAGE 3b,5b


