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Christ And The Christian's Hope Part 2 - by Eugene Britnell
III. The Christian's Hope

Just as the "one faith" is comprehensive
and embraces many things, the "one
hope" involves many promises, desires
and expectations. It is obvious that these
things are inseparable, each one being
dependent upon and connected with the
others.

1. The Christian hopes for (both desires
and expects) God's providential care.
While it is true that in some ways God
blesses all men alike (Matt. 5:45), he has
made certain promises to his faithful
children which are not applicable to all
men. God cares for his own! "I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread." (Psalms 37:25) "Let your
conversation (manner of life) be without
covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have; for he hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that
we boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and
I will not fear what men shall do unto
me." (Eccl.13:5,6) "But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things (material blessings)
shall be added unto you." (Matt. 6:33)

From a reading of such passages as Acts
2:44,45; 4:32-35; 11:27-30 and 1
Timothy 5:16, we see God fulfilling this
promise as he instructs Christians — both
collectively and individually — to supply
the necessities of life for indigent saints,
which they did. Therefore, the Christian
need not be anxious about the needs of

this life, for his hope is in a loving Father
who knows his needs and is able to
provide for him.

2. The Christian hopes to be raised from
the dead. Why does he hope (both desire
and expect) to be raised from the dead?
Here are some reasons:

A. Man's universal desire to live again.
There is evidence of this throughout the
history of man. Whether it be Job, the
Egyptians, the American Indians, or men
of our time, all men have shown a desire
to live beyond this life. What does this
prove? That which is universally true of
men of all ages must be of divine origin;
it is an innate desire; God placed it there.
Since God compliments every natural
desire which he placed in man (eating,
sleeping, hearing, seeing, companionship,
etc.), he will satisfy this one.

B. It is suggested by nature. The God of
the Bible is the God of nature. (Acts
14:17) "For there is hope of a tree, if it be
cut down, that it will sprout again, and
that the tender branch thereof will not
cease." (Job 14:7) Job had seen this of a
tree, and he reasoned that if God would
do that for a tree he will do the same for
me! Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit." (John
12:24) "But some man will say, How are
the dead raised up? and with what body
do they come? Thou fool, that which thou

sowest is not quickened, except it die:
And that which thou sowest, thou sowest
not that body that shall be, but bare grain,
it may chance of wheat, or of some other
grain: But God giveth it a body as it hath
pleased him, and to every seed his own
body." (1 Cor. 15:35-38) These inspired
writers were drawing lessons from nature
on the immortality of the soul of man.

C. The resurrection of Christ. Jesus was
raised from the dead and became the
"firstborn from the dead" and the
"firstfruits of them that slept." (Col. 1:18;
1 Cor. 15:20) Study care fully First
Corinthians 15:12-22, and note with me
the honesty and logic of the inspired
apostle's argument:

1. If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ was not raised.

2. If Christ was not raised, then our
preaching is in vain.

3. If our preaching is vain, your faith is
vain.

4. If your faith is vain, you are yet in
your sins.

5. If he be not raised, and you are yet in
your sins, there is no hope beyond this
life.

6. If no hope beyond this life, the dead
have perished and we are of all men most
miserable.

7. But if Christ be raised, then we shall
be raised. (verses 20-22)

D. The many witnesses. Jesus appeared
unto a great number of people on different
occasions after his resurrection. They
talked with him, ate with him, and one
even examined his hands and side. (Mark
16:9; John 20:27,28) Paul writes that he
"was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures. And
that he was seen of Cephas, then of the
twelve: After that, he was seen of above
five hundred brethren at once; of whom
the greater part remain unto this present,
but some are fallen asleep. After that, he

was seen of James; then of all the
apostles. And last of all he was seen of me
also, as of one born out of due time." (1
Cor. 15:4-7)

There are only two ways to impeach
their testimony: They were mistaken, or
they lied. But were they mistaken
concerning his identity? No! "To whom
he showed himself alive after his passion
by many infallible proofs, being seen of
them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God."
(Acts 1:3) Did they lie? No! Many of
these witnesses were put to death for
believing and preaching the resurrection
of Christ.

Would men die for a cause which they
knew to be false? The Holy Spirit of God
which was to reveal truth (John 16:13)
has also testified of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

E. The three grand memorials. Three of
the most honored and practiced memorials
of the world and the Christian religion are
based upon the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

1. The Lord's day. "And very early in
the morning, the first day of the week,
they came to the sepulchre at the rising of
the sun ...Now when Jesus was risen early
the first day of the week." (Mark 16:2, 9)
"And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break
bread...." (Acts 20:7) John declared, "I
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day." (Rev.
1:10) Thayer says the term means: "Of or
belonging to the Lord....relating to the
Lord, the day devoted to the Lord, sacred
to the memory of Christ's resurrection,
Rev. 1:10." (Thayer's Lexicon, p. 365)

2. The Lord's Supper. Jesus instituted
his supper while on earth, but it was not to
be observed until the kingdom came.
(Luke 22:17-20) As we noted before, the
disciples in Troas came together to break
bread or observe the Lord's supper. In



First Corinthians 11:26 we read: "For as
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he
come." But if the Lord was not raised
from the dead, he is not coming again! He
proved himself to be the son of God by
his resurrection. (Rom. 1:4) So, if he be
not raised, the Lord's supper has no
significance whatsoever.

3. Baptism. Baptism is connected with
the burial and resurrection of Christ, and
apart from those facts it would have no
meaning. "Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death; that like as
Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life." (Rom.
6:4) If Christ be not buried and raised,
how could we be buried and raised "like
as Christ was raised up"? What meaning
would baptism have? How could we obey
from the heart "that form of doctrine"?

If one denies the resurrection of Christ,
he must then explain why multiplied
millions of people during the past 1900
years have observed the Lord's day and
obeyed the commands to be baptized and
break bread. This would be as difficult as
explaining the resurrection!

3. The Christian hopes for immortality.
He believes what the Lord has revealed.
"And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also." (John 14:3) "For we know that if
our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens." (2 Cor. 5:1) "To them who by
patient continuance in well doing seek for
glory and honor and immortality, eternal
life."  (Rom. 2:7) Read First
Thessalonians 4:13-18.

4. The Christian hopes for eternal life.
"In hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world

began." (Titus 1:2) We must recognize
that eternal life is conditioned upon our
obedience and faithfulness. (Hebrews
5:8,9; 2 Peter 1:5-11)
IV. Reasons For The Christian's Hope
1. God's promises. (1 John 2:25)
2. God's immutable oath. (Heb. 6:17-19)
3. God's eternal interest in us. (Eph.

3:10,11; 2 Tim. 1:9)
4. We are God's children. (Psalm

103:13; 1 John 3:1)
5. Christ is our hope, "To whom God

would make known what is the riches of
the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory." (Col. 1:27)

Hope Is The Christian's Anchor
"Which hope we have as an anchor of

the soul...." (Heb. 6:19) As the Christian
sails the old ship of Zion through a sea of
sin, temptation, disappointment, doubt
and apostasy, he gets storm-tossed (Eph.
4:14) and is in danger of losing his
spiritual equilibrium and sense of true
values and directions. It is then that he
needs to drop anchor, bring the object of
his faith (Christ) and his eternal home
(heaven) into clear focus again and say
with Paul as he was about to be
shipwrecked, "I believe God"; being fully
persuaded that "the Lord is not slack
concerning his promise." It is then that he
can sing: "We have an anchor that keeps
the soul, steadfast and sure while the
billows roll; fastened to the Rock which
cannot move, grounded firm and deep in
the Savior's love."

VI. Hope And Righteous Living
"And every man that hath this hope in

him purifieth himself, even as he is pure."
(I John 3:3) "Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord." (Heb. 12:14) "For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lust, we

 should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
(Titus 2:11-14) "And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind...." (Rom. 12:2)
We cannot hope to be saved unless we live as God has instructed. We might

desire to be saved, but we cannot truly expect to be while living contrary to the
will of God. John says that every Christian that "hath this hope" must purify
himself. He cannot hope to be saved unless he does.

VII. Hope And Courage
"And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our

hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us." (Rom. 5:5) "Whosoever
therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels." (Mark 8:38) "Yet if any man
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf." (1 Peter 4:16) The Christian is going to be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12)
but because of his hope he accepts such humbly and with courage, for "hope
maketh not ashamed.."
My friend, if you are not a Christian, I trust that you will hear the gospel,

believe it (John 8:24), repent (Luke 13:3), and be baptized for the remission
of sins and into Christ (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27) You will then be a Christian; a
member of the body of Christ; and you can truly sing:

My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 0 may I then in him he found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne.

This is the Christian's hope! ---- Via The Gospel Guardian, VOLUME 15
November 7, 1963 NUMBER 27, PAGE 1,11-13


