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Christ And The Christian's Hope - by Eugene Britnell
"For we are saved by hope." (Rom.

8:24) "There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling." (Eph. 4:4) "But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts;
and be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear." (1 Peter 3:15)
Can you picture a world without

hope? What would it be like? Hope is
a part of life. The farmer plants in
hope of harvesting. The merchant
buys in hope of selling. Parents rear
their children in hope. Young people
live in the hope of establishing a good
home and being successful in life.
And the Christian lives and labors in
hope.

I. What Is Hope?
"Desire with expectation of

obtaining what is desired, or belief
that it is obtainable. 2. Trust; reliance.
3. Cround or source of happy
expectation; hence, good promise; as,
a land of hope." (Webster)
"Hope (elpis), in the New Testament

favorable and confident expectation.
It has to do with the unseen and the
future. (Rom. 8:24-25) Hope
describes (a) the happy anticipation of
good (the most frequent significance),
e.g. Titus 1:2; (b) the ground upon

which hope is based, Col. 1:27; (c)
the object upon which the hope is
based, I Tim. 1:1."
"In the New Testament three

adjectives are descriptive of hope;
'good,' 2 Thess. 2:16; 'blessed' Titus
2:13; 'living,' 1 Peter 1:3. To these
may be added Hebrews 7:19, 'a better
hope,' i.e., additional to the
commandment, which became
disannulled (v. 18); a hope centered in
a new priesthood." (An Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words,
W, E. Vine, pp. 232-233.)
We hope for something which we

both desire and expect. Before we can
expect a thing, our hope must have a
true and reliable basis, which, for the
Christian, is the Lord Jesus Christ. (2
Timothy 1:12)

II. Some False Hopes
Just as there are many bodies, many

faiths, and many baptisms, all
contrary to the scriptures, there are
many hopes in the religious world.
Any "hope" other than the one hope is
a false hope. We shall now examine
some false hopes:
1. Many people hope for annihilation

or that life will cease at death. This
grows out of the belief that man is
wholly mortal. The Bible teaches that
man continues to live after this life in

the flesh, and that the soul of man is
immortal, (Luke 16:19-31; 1 Thess.
4:13-18)
2. The "Jehovah Witnesses" hope to

be among the 144,000. "Who, and
how many are able to enter the
Kingdom Revelation limits the
number to 144, 000 that become a
part of the Kingdom and stand on
Mount Zion." (Let God Be True, p.
121) The Bible teaches that the
kingdom or church was established by
Jesus on the first Pentecost after his
resurrection and "whosoever will"
may enter it today. (Acts 2; Rev.
22:17) Revelation 7:9 pictures a
"great multitude which no man could
number" as the saved, and Revelation
14:4 describes the 144,000 as "they
which were not defiled with women;
for they are virgins." This shows the
Witnesses '  interpretat ion of
Revelation 7:4 to be erroneous.
3. The Jews' hope is a national hope,

or belief that they are a chosen race.
John warned them by saying, "And
think not to say within yourselves, We
have Abraham to our father; for I say
unto you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto
Abraham." (Matt. 3:9) Jesus said to
the Jews, "If ye continue in my words,
then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you free." (John 8:31-32)
"For he is not a Jew, which is one
outwardly.... But he is a Jew, which is
one inwardly." (Rom. 2:28-29) "For
ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor

Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for
ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to the
promise." (Gal. 3:26-29) This proves
that both Jews and Gentiles are to he
saved in the same way in this the
Christian dispensation.
In this connection, we should

mention Paul's reference to the "hope
of Israel." Upon his arrival in Rome,
Paul called the chief of the Jews, and,
among other things, said unto them:
"For this cause therefore have I called
for you, to see you, and to speak with
you: because that for the hope of
Israel I am bound with this chain."
(Acts 28:20) The "hope of Israel"
which Paul preached was not Israel's
hope. If so, why was he persecuted
and imprisoned by the Jews? God
made a threefold promise to Abraham
— a land, a nation, and a spiritual
blessing (Christ and the church).
(Gen. 12:1-3) God fulfilled these
promises. (Josh. 21:43-45; Acts
13:16-46; Gal. 3:8, 26-29)
4. Those who believe and teach the

doctrine of Premillennialism hope to
reign with Christ on the earth for one
thousand years. They claim that God
did not fulfill his promise to Israel,
and that they will be gathered to
Palestine during the "millennium."
But God did fulfill his promise. "And
the Lord God gave unto Israel all the
land which he sware to give unto their
fathers; and they possessed it, and
dwelt therein. And the Lord gave
them rest round about, according to
all that he sware unto their fathers:



and there stood not a man of all their
enemies before them, the Lord
delivered all their enemies into their
hand. There failed not ought of any
good thing which the Lord had spoken
unto the house of Israel; all came to
pass." (Josh. 21: 43-45)
Premillennialism is false because:

(a) Christ's kingdom is not of this
world (John 18:36); (b) the
kingdom-or church-was to be
established in the lifetime of those
whom Jesus taught (Mark 9:1); (c)
the kingdom was to come with power
(the Holy Spirit) which came on
Pentecost (Acts 2); (d) Paul said that
he and the Christians at Colosse to
whom he wrote were in the kingdom
(Col. 1:13-14); (e) Christ is now
reigning on David's throne (Acts
2:29-36); and (f) when Christ returns
he will end his reign and deliver the
kingdom up to God. (1 Cor.
15:24-25)
5. Many hope to be saved in

denominationalism. They may both
desire and expect it but it is a false
hope for it has no foundation in the
Book of God. Denominations were
built by men. The Bible says: "Except
the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain that build it." (Psalms 127:1)
"Every plant which my heavenly
Father hath not planted, shall be
rooted up," said Jesus. (Matt. 15:13)
Jesus is the high priest over "the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
and not man." (Heb. 8:2) My friend,
it does make a difference who built
the institution in which you hope to be
saved. Jesus said, "Upon this rock I
will build my church." (Matt. 16:18)

He did not promise to build churches!
He is the head and saviour of the one
body. (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23; 1 Cor.
12:20) Denominationalism is division
and division is sinful. Jesus prayed for
the unity of all believers. "That they
all may be one; as thou, Father art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me." (John
17.21) The Lord adds the saved to his
church, the one body. (Acts 2:47)
6. Many hope only for what they can

experience and enjoy in this life. The
worldly and materialistic people of
our day do not look beyond this life.
Like the rich fool of Luke 12, their
philosophy is "take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry." Paul affirms
that this would be an acceptable code
of conduct if the dead rise not. (1
Cor. 15:32) But the dead will be
raised, and thus he declared, "If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable." (1
Cor. 15:19) This Christian recognizes
that he is only a pilgrim and sojourner
in this land, and that he is to "abstain
from fleshly lusts, which war against
the soul" and look for the "city which
hath foundation, whose builder and
maker is God." (1 Pet. 2:11; Heb.
11:10)
7. The hope of many people is based

upon their belief in the pope of Rome
and the "infallibility" of the Catholic
Church. Since the Bible does not
authorize the office of the pope nor
the system of Catholicism, this must
be classified as a false hope; it has no
true foundation. Jesus Christ, not
Peter, is the foundation of the church.

 "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
(1 Cor. 3:11) Peter himself declared that Christ is the stone upon which the
church, God's "spiritual house" is built. (1 Pet. 2:4-8; Acts 4:11, 12) Jesus
Christ, not Peter, is the head of the church. "And he is the head of the body, the
church...." (Col. 1:18) The Catholic Church is not infallible; neither does it have
any authority in religion. Jesus Christ has all authority. (Matt. 28:18)
"Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ ...." (Eph. 5:24) The church, the
body of Christ, must hear Christ, who is its head, in all things. The church has
no authority.
8. Many people believe that they possess eternal life in this life, and thus they

cannot properly appreciate the true hope. This is true of those who teach the
impossibility of apostasy. Jesus taught that we would receive eternal life in the
world to come. (Mark 10:30) Paul taught that the harvest comes after a life of
sowing, and that "in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." (Gal. 6:7-9) The
Hebrew writer warns in these words: "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise
being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of
it." (Heb. 4:1) In the first statement used in this lesson, Paul affirms that we are
saved by hope, but he then proceeds to show that if we possess eternal life in
this life it could not be by hope. Hear him: "For we are saved by hope; but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why does he yet hope for? But if
we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." (Rom. 8:24,
25) Commenting upon these verses, R. L. Whiteside said:
"Christians are now subject to vanity, the bondage of corruption; but they hope

to be 'delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of
the children of God.' (verses 20,21) In this hope we are saved. In salvation,
which is a process and which began at conversion, faith guides and hope
stimulates us to patient endurance. The whole process is carried on in an
element of hope, and culminates in our full deliverance into the liberty of the
glory of the children of God. 'But hope that is seen is not hope: The word see
frequently means to possess, to enjoy, to suffer, to experience. That is true even
in our everyday speech. We see a good time; we see much sorrow; we see much
pain. We experience these things. A person does not hope for what he sees —
that is, for what he already has or experiences. If our redemption were already
complete, if there were nothing yet to be desired or expected, there would be no
hope. But we desire and expect a glorious future, and this hope for full
deliverance from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God causes us to be patient during our period of waiting. Without
hope we would not endure — we would not strive. Hope anchors our soul to the
eternal world. Hope lost, all is lost." (Commentary on Romans, pp. 184, 185) -
Continued In Next weeks Bulletin -

“WHAT IS A PEOPLE WITHOUT HOPE - BUT A HALF DEAD
PEOPLE! SUCH IS THE NATURE OF AN IGNORANT PEOPLE” - JC


