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Do Not Be Discouraged - By Lewis Willis
I read a Japanese proverb in the

Reader's Digest (6-92). It says, "Fall
seven times, stand up eight." I like
that, and I think there is a good
message for Christians in it.
To "fall" is a biblical idea. In fact,

we will notice in this article several
references to it. Before we do that,
though, let's define the word. The
Greek word ekpipto is the word used
to warn the believer about falling
away from the course of the Lord set
forth in the Scriptures. Vine (p73),
says the word means "to fall out of "
(ek, out, pipto, to fall). Something
significant is involved here that must
be noted. One must be "in" before he
can "fall out of." Clearly the Bible
uses this expression to describe a
condition that pertains to a Christian.
There are some religions that teach a

Christian cannot "fall out of " the
favor of God. They say that once you
are in his favor, you cannot "fall out
of " it. This is a very good
denominational doctrine. It has been
used effectively to deceive many
people into losing their souls.
However, it is a false doctrine as far
as the Bible is concerned, and we
should not embrace it. Notice with me
several passages which teach the truth
that a Christian can "fall."

1. 1 Corinthians 10:12: "Wherefore
let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall." This is a
meaningless statement if a Christian
cannot fall.
2. Galatians 5:4: "Christ is become

of no effect unto you, whosoever of
you are justified by the law; ye are
fallen from grace." These Galatians
had abandoned the gospel, returning
to the Law for justification, and had
fallen from grace. Not only "could" it
happen, it did happen.
3. Luke 8:13: "They on the rock are

they, which, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; and these have no
root, which for a while believe, and in
time of temptation fall away." This
statement from the Parable of the
Sower again illustrates that a servant
of God can fall. In this case, when
temptation came, they fell. Any
informed Christian is aware that the
same thing has happened to him on
many occasions.
4. Hebrews 6:6: "If they shall fall

away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame." The
Hebrew writer is referring to
Christians who fall. He says it is
difficult to restore an individual who

has fallen. How true this is. Every
congregation would be much stronger
numerically if it were not so hard to
restore a fallen child of God.
5. 2 Peter 3:17: "Ye therefore,

beloved, seeing ye know these things
before, beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the wicked, fall
from your own stedfastness." The
warning is clear for anyone who
wants to see it. Because one has been
steadfast in the past does not mean
that he will be steadfast in the future.
This is exactly why the warnings are
in the Scriptures.
6. Revelation 2:5: "Remember

therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candle-stick out
of his place, except thou repent." This
message was written to the church at
Ephesus, and constitutes a warning to
every church today.
7. Jude 24-25: "Now unto him that

is able to keep you from falling, and
to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding
joy, To the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and
for ever. Amen." God is able to keep
us from falling. He does not do so by
making it impossible for us to fall. He
does so by warning us that it is
possible to fall, and by showing us the
kinds of things that we might do
which would cause us to fall. One of
the functions of the Scriptures is to
inform us of such matters.
As I said earlier, any informed

Christian will admit that he has

"fallen" on many occasions. Try as we
may, we still realize that at moments
of weakness, we become the victims
of the Devil. As this happens over and
over, many become discouraged.
Many "fallen" Christians could testify
that this is why they left. They got
tired of, or were frustrated by, their
repeated failures. Many will tell you
that they became embarrassed
because they allowed sin to dominate
their lives again. This was on my
mind when I read the Japanese
proverb I quoted earlier. If you fall
seven times, get up eight times. There
is entirely too much to lose if we
allow ourselves to remain "down."
The Devil will have truly won if we
allow him to keep us in sin.
One other thought in closing: We

should be careful in our efforts to help
brethren who fall. First of all, we
should try to reach them because their
souls are in danger. James said,
"Brethren, if any of you do err from
the truth, and one convert him; Let
him know, that he which converteth
the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall
hide a multitude of sins" (Jas.
5:19-20). A fallen Christian's soul is
worth the effort to save it. Secondly,
remember how it was with you. Paul
wrote, "Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted"
(Gal. 6:1). When we realize the value
of a soul, and when we try to be
considerate in trying to reach a fallen
member, we will have done all God



expects us to do. However, until we
have tried, we are not guiltless.
Brethren, let us never be discouraged
as we wage our battle against the
Devil and sin. If we are diligent, we
will win. — ****Via Guardian of
Truth XXXIX: 7 p. 5 April 6, 1995
****

I Will Lead On Gently - By

G.K. Wallace
A good leader will display tender

consideration for the old, young, weak
and unfortunate. Jacob knew this
when he said to Esau, “I will lead on
gently.” He realized, “If they
overdrive them one day, all the flocks
will die” (Gen. 33:14). A good leader
will not overdrive.
We may overdrive by continual

controversy about “words to no
profit” (2 Tim. 1:14). It is so easy to
reject the weak if they have not
reached the heights of the strong
(Rom. 14:1). It is tempting to
condemn the young if they do not
know life as we who are older know
it. We may require of the young and
weak a degree of courage and other
graces which in their case may be
only buds.
We may “overdrive” by preaching

nothing but severe truth, threatening
and punishment, and never emphasize
the great promises of God. It is ours
to console as well as to condemn. The
great comforting passages of the
Bible should not be reserved for
funerals only.
We may “overdrive” by manifesting

austerity, suspicion and harshness
toward those who disagree with us.
We must do good unto all men (Gal.

6:10). To return good for evil is
indeed a golden rule (Matt. 7:12).
Faultfinding has a place, but not to the
neglect of worthy praise.
“Fathers, provoke not your children

that they be not discouraged” (Col.
3:21). We may discourage even the
strong by dwelling upon the woes and
trials of Christianity and saying little
or nothing about its joys.
Jesus had a special place in his heart

for the poor and downtrodden. He was
tender and kind and to the most sinful.
Even to those who would become
leaders he said, “I have many things
to say unto you, but you cannot bear
them now” (Jn. 16:12). We should
not drive like Jehu, but lead like
Jesus. We move a lighted candle
slowly lest it go out. A fire almost
expiring can be put out by a strong
wind. A tender plant can be watered
too much. In dealing with the weak
we would do well to follow the
hospital rule: “Walk softly and speak
quietly.” We were all little children
first and had to learn to walk. “The
Lord’s servant must not strive.” We
must have “a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness, meekness,
longsuffering; forbearing one another
. . . and love which is the bond of
perfectness” (Col. 3:12-14). These
qualities help to make a good leader.
(The above article was quoted from

Four State Gospel News [Feb. 1991].)
---- *** Via Guardian of Truth

XXXV: 7, p. 212 April 4, 1991 ***

Often a Failure - Author
Unknown (From La Vista church

of Christ Website)

Too often, it seems to me, people lose their
courage in facing life because of past failures or
fear that they may fail in the future. One good
way to cure such fears is to remember the story of
a man who actually built a life of
accomplishments out of defeats.

The following litany of failures, followed by
victories that punctuated his life throughout 30

years, is a living and eloquent example of
successful use of defeat in achieving victory.

Abraham Lincoln' s record is as follows:
•Lost job, 1832 [; •Defeated for the legislature, 1832
•Failed in business, 1833 ; •Elected to the legislature, 1834
•Sweetheart (Ann Rutledge) died, 1835 ; •Had nervous breakdown, 1836
•Defeated for Speaker, 1838 ; •Defeated for nomination for Congress,
1843
•Elected to Congress, 1846 ; •Lost renomination, 1848
•Rejected for Land Officer, 1849 ; •Defeated for Senate, 1854
•Defeated for nomination for Vice-President, 1856 ; •Again defeated for
Senate, 1858
•Elected President, 1860
Lincoln's deep conviction that God had given him a commission to

fulfill accounted in no small way for his deep humility and ability to push
on in the face of difficulties and failures that would have discouraged
most people. His abiding faith was well summed up in this comment,
which he made after becoming President: "God selects His own
instruments, and sometimes they are queer ones; for instance, He chose
me to steer the ship through a great crisis."
Yes, you too, in God's providence, can be an instrument in bringing His

love, truth, and peace to a world in urgent need of it. And with Abraham
Lincoln, you can learn to say: "With God's help I shall not fail."

For Further Study: Verses to Consider
•Psalms 119:67, 71, 75 ; •Jeremiah 31:18-19

•Hosea 5:15 ; •Matthew 5:10-12
•Romans 5:3-5 ; •I Corinthians 15:58

•II Corinthians 4:17-18 ; •Galatians 6:9-10
•I Thessalonians 2:1-2 ; •Hebrews 10:34

•Hebrews 12:5, 11-14 ; •James 1:2-4
•I Peter 1:6-7 ; •Revelation 2:10


