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Ring Out The Good News! Concluded  - By Ron Halbrook, Xenia,
Ohio 

The church is not Scripturally
fulfilling its mission when it forms
or supports human organizations,
b o a r d s ,  s o c i e t i e s ,  a n d
denominations. Nor is one local
church to plan, oversee, and
coordinate the work of other local
churches. The church at Philippi
with its divine organization of
bishops, deacons, and all the other
saints repeatedly supported Paul in
preaching the gospel (Phil. 1:1-5;
2:25-30; 4:14-20). On another
occasion, Paul said that several
churches gave him the support
necessary to preach at Corinth (2
Cor. 11:8-9). He commended the
Thessalonian church as exemplary
for sounding out the word both
locally and in regions beyond (1
Thess. 1:7-8). C.R. Nichol well
said, It is my persuasion that the
church should be the church, and
that the local congregation is the
largest organization ordained by
the Lord for the accomplishment of
all the work he has commanded at
the hands of congregations. I am
not in sympathy with the statement

I often hear: "We need a twentieth
century church; that the church the
Lord established was quite
adequate for the first century, but
we have come a long way since
then, and the way work was done
then in antiquated, outmoded, and
there is now need for larger
organizations, and different
methods than those of the first
churches in the first century, when
churches labored under the
direction of the elders in local
congregations" ("Let the Church
Be the Church," Torch, April-May
1951, p. 12).
Whatever mission God gave to

the local church, He also gave it
the necessary and all-sufficient
organization to accomplish that
mission.

Perpetuate or Pervert the
Mission?

If we are to perpetuate rather than
pervert the church's mission, we
must perpetuate Bible teaching on
the concept of the church as
supernatural not natural in origin
and design. The church was

purposed by the Father, promised
and paid for by the Son, and
revealed by the Spirit. Its pattern is
divine not human, whether for its
mission, organization, doctrine,
discipline, worship, name, or
treasury. Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
commented on Ephesians 3:9-10,
saying that the church is "not a
natural institution" but exhibits the
Divine Architect in the salvation of
souls. "The comprehensiveness of
the church is here made to be
co-extensive with the whole
scheme of redemption (Eph.
1:10-11, 20-23)." Thus Ephesians
presents the dignity and grandeur
of the church "as the building and
habitation of God" by a
foreordained plan from eternity.
The church belongs "to the highest
sphere of divine knowledge and
wisdom, beyond the prudence of
men to devise or the power of the
human mind to plan" ("The
Identity and Perpetuity of the
Church"). The church conceived as
a natural device of man becomes
pliable to human pride and passion.
Some current members of churches
of Christ have no higher
conception of the church than to
think that it should adopt as part of
its work the job of convincing
people that homosexuality "is a gift
of God." "I should think that the
goal would be that homosexual
Christians should be able to
function in all capacities just as

everyone else, and that there would
be no attention paid to that
particular aspect of one's life"
("Coming Out in Houston: The A
Cappella Chorus," Mission
Magazine, October 1979, pp. 61,
63).
If we are to perpetuate rather than

pervert the church's mission, we
must perpetuate Bible teaching on
the concept of the church as
spiritual not secular in nature and
work. The kingdom of Christ is not
political in nature and not designed
to mobilize political pr military
force (Jn. 18:36). Political
ambiguity, diplomacy, and
craftiness are not its methods and
carnal weapons are not in its
arsenal. But the preaching of a
crucified Savior is God's power to
save man from sin,-from-vain
imaginations, and from "every high
thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God." The spiritual
force of the gospel is all-sufficient
to bring "every thought to the
obedience of Christ" (2 Cor.
10:4-5). The Pope of Rome with
his political trappings, national and
international councils of Protestant
churches with their political
pronouncements, and brethren who
want to activate the church in
political campaigns are all equally
unbiblical. All pervert the spiritual
mission of the church.
Secular education, recreation,

business enterprises, and social



renovation have their place in the
world in which we live but have no
place in the work of the church.
The mission of the church is not

social. Christianity is not a "social
religion." The Gospel of Christ is
not a "social gospel." The church
of the Lord is not a "social
institution."
Preachers who make a specialty

of love, courtship, marriage, parent
education, and counseling those
who are having difficulty in
domestic relations and in social
problems should do such work in
some other way than through the
church and should not deceive
themselves into thinking that such
work is the work of a gospel
preacher (Roy E. Cogdill, Walking
By Faith, pp. 8-9).
Yes, when a person becomes a

Christian, it will change all his
attitudes and relationships for the
better in this world, but the mission
of Christ and His church is not to
build a better world but is to save
us from our sins so that we may
spend eternity with God. It is a
shame and disgrace that churches
build gyms with ladies slimnastics,
ceramics classes, macrame classes,
bowling leagues, volleyball
leagues, cardiac pulmonary
resuscitation courses, basketball
officiating classes, jogging classes,
and picnics (see Madison,
Tennessee, Church of Christ
Marcher August 22, 29, and

September 5, 1979). Schools tied
to churches, as in Dayton, Ohio,
pervert the mission of the church.
Let us ring out the Good News of

Jesus Christ! That, very simply, is
the church's mission.
— Via  Truth Magazine XXIV:
1, pp. 22-24 January 3, 1980
Those "Strange" Macedonians

by Bonds Stocks
"Moreover, brethren we do you to

wit of the grace of God bestowed
upon the churches of Macedonia;
How that in a great trial of
affliction the abundance of their
joy and deep poverty abounded
unto the riches of their liberality.
For to their power,I bear record,
yea, and beyond their power they
were willing of themselves;
Praying us with much entreaty that
we would receive the gift, and take
upon us the fellowship of
ministering to the saints. And this
they did, not as we hoped, but first
gave their own selves unto the
Lord, and unto us by the Will of
God" (II Corinthians8:1-5).
Here, without any question, is one

of the most thrilling paragraphs in
the Bible! It breathes the
a tmosphere  o f  Chr i s t i an
enthusiasm. It dramatically tells
the story of Christianity in action.
What is the story? Christians in
Macedonia had heard of the sad
news that their brethren were in
dire want. Even though the
Macedonians were themselves

 terribly afflicted and miserably poverty-stricken they had begged for the
privilege of helpingtheir less fortunate brethren. From their seemingly
meager resources they had voluntarily and joyfully given, not what might
reasonably have been expected of them, or what, from a human
viewpoint, they could afford, but beyond the fondest expectation of the
apostle and in excess of their apparent ability.
What a telling testimony to the transforming power of Jesus Christ over
the hearts and lives of men! What a glorious tribute to the self-sacrificing
spirit of true Christianity! Christianity is the religion that impels men to
lose themselves in the service of God and of their fellow men.

The Churches of Macedonia
Paul writes with affection and commendation of the churches of
Macedonia. The New Testament record speaks specifically of three
congregations in this province -- Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.
Paul had been intimately associated with the work of these churches. It

was Paul who, at Troas, received the first Macedonian call: "And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and
prayed him, saying, 'Come over into Macedonia and help us'" (Acts
16:9). And it was Paul who received the second Macedonian call:
"Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take
upon us the fellowship of ministering to the saints" (II Corinthians 8:4).
"Come over into Macedonia and help us!" That was the first Macedonian

call. "Let us of Macedonia come over into Judea and help you!" That was
the second Macedonian appeal. A number of years elapsed between these
two appeals, and those years record the story of progress -- of growth, not
alone in numbers, but also in spiritual strength.
This story of progress will be duplicated in ever faithful congregation of

the Lord's church, and in the life of every consecrated disciple of the
triumphant Christ. (CONCLUDED IN NEXT WEEKS BULLETIN)


