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Taking Away The Key Of Knowledge - By Walton Weaver

Speaking to the religious leaders
of His day, Jesus charged, "Woe
unto you lawyers! for ye took away
the key of knowledge: Ye entered
not in yourselves, and them that
were entering in ye hindered" (Lk.
11:52). From Matthew 23:13 we
learn that the place of entering of
which Christ speaks is the
kingdom of heaven. This makes
His denunciation even more
serious. The magnitude of the sin
is seen in the fact that it can bring
only damnable consequences.
Any attitude, teaching or practice

that will keep the one who holds it
and the one he influences out of the
kingdom must be a very serious
thing, and it most certainly
d e s e rv e s  o u r  t hough t f u l
consideration. In the case before
us, the lawyers, who were
supposed to be very able teachers
of the law of Moses, had taken
away "the key of knowledge." This
means either that they had taken
away the knowledge itself,
referring to the word of God, by
replacing it with the traditions of
their fathers, or that by their

traditions they had made it
impossible for both themselves and
their followers to understand the
word of God. Jesus had earlier
denounced the same class of
leaders, saying, "But in vain do
they worship me, teaching as their
doctrines the precepts of men. Ye
leave the commandment of God,
and hold fast the tradition of men"
(Mk. 7:7-8).
The thing that made it impossible

for the religious leaders of Jesus'
day to enter the kingdom of heaven
was their unwillingness to accept
Christ as the promised Messiah.
This unwillingness grew out of
their love for their tradition, or, to
put it another way, their love for
tradition and lack of respect for
God's word made it impossible for
them to see the fulfillment of the
Old Testament prophecies in the
Christ. Thus, through their
rejection of the very word that
spoke of Christ they rejected the
Christ Himself and, in this way,
took away the only hope ("the key
of knowledge") of entering into the
kingdom. In every sense of the

word, then, because of their false
interpretations of the law and their
acceptance of tradition above the
law, these men were false teachers
or leaders. Since Jesus elsewhere
said, "Let them alone: they are
blind guides. And if the blind
guide the blind, both shall fall into
a pit" (Matt. 15:14), it was
impossible that either the leaders or
their followers should enter the
kingdom of heaven.
We see evidence of this same

problem everywhere today. On
every hand "the key of knowledge"
is taken away from the masses in
religiondom, from the young and
old, the rich and poor, the white
and black. Pride and a love for
family ties and traditions (Cf.
Matt. 10:37), on the one hand, and
unconcern and outright rejection of
what the word of God teaches on
the other (2Thess.2:10), is just as
prevalent today as it was in the first
century. Men are just as ready and
apt to pass over what the Bible
teaches in Acts 2:38, Hebrews
10:25, II John 9, etc. as the Jews
were to leave the commandment of
God in favor of their tradition.
Many do not hesitate to add
another kind of music to the
command to sing in Ephesians
5:19 and Colossians 3:16. Others,
including our brethren, work night
and day trying to make religion
and the church "more modern" and
"relevant." This effort to bring us

more "up to date" is made in too
many cases without due
consideration as to whether the
"methods" of doing so are
scriptural. In these and many other
ways the "key of knowledge" is
taken away, and preference is
given to the whims and fancies of
man's imagination.
We must be on our guard always

lest we through ignorance, pride,
selfishness,  zeal (without
knowledge), over-confidence in the
religion of our parents or others, or
tradition, take away "the key of
knowledge" and thus rob
ourselves, as well as those whom
we might influence, of the glorious
privilege of entering the kingdom
of heaven. Let us study diligently
and pray earnestly and sincerely
that we might learn and practice
the truth always, and let us never
be content with anything less or
anything more than a simple "thus
saith the Lord" in all matters
religious. — 4211 Vann Ave.,

Memphis, Tenn. 38111 — Via The
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In God Do We Trust - by
Mike Willis

One of the statements on our
currency is the phrase, "In God do
we trust." Unfortunately, more
seem to be trusting in currency
than in God. Solomon wrote, He
that trusteth in his riches shall fall:
but the righteous shall flourish as a



branch (Prov. 11:28).
This proverb contrasts the one

trusting in riches and the righteous
(the one trusting in God) with
reference to the eventual outcome
of their lives.

The One Trusting in Riches
The word trust is translated from

Mn; (batach), which is accurately
represented by the English word
"trust." Riches is translated from 1
P (`osher). The one who trusts in
riches is one who thinks that his
riches can preserve him from the
consequences of his sin.
We have seen how riches are

sometimes used to protect men
from the consequences of their
sinful action. A rich drug dealer
can hire the best attorneys to buy
"reasonable doubt." Hush money
can keep witnesses from testifying
in political scandals. Corporations
can buy legislation with the right
contributions to the party in power.
Others trust in money by making

it the supreme purpose for their
lives. Their chief aim in life is the
accumulation of wealth. They don't
care who they step on or hurt in
order to attain their wealth, for they
believe that wealth can provide
them everything in life worth
having.
The wise man said that such men

will fall. Fall is translated from In;
(napal). The word literally means
"fall" but is used figuratively to
mean "go to ruin, perish" (BDB

657). Many who trust in riches
experience temporal judgments
that destroy them. Others who trust
in riches live out their lives without
experiencing a "fall." However, in
the day of death and judgment,
these souls will meet the same sad
eternal fate as the rich man in
Luke 16:19-31. That man went to
torment because his love of riches
kept him from helping poor
Lazarus. His trust in his riches led
him to the worst fall of all.
George Lawson wrote, "They that

trust in riches shall fall like the
flower of the grass, or like the
leaves of a tree. Their riches shall
leave them; or if they should die in
the midst of their wealth, they can
carry nothing of their glory along
with them. Their wealth cannot
keep them from falling into hell, or
mitigate the horrors of the infernal
lake; but the righteous shall
flourish as a branch" (The Book of
Proverbs 219).
Paul warned the rich not to trust

("to hope.. . to build hope on one,
as on a foundation," Thayer 205) in
their uncertain riches (1 Tim.
6:17). One should not hope in
riches because, in contrast to God,
they are uncertain.

The Righteous Shall Flourish
The righteous (from "just,

righteous," BDB 843) are the
opposite of those who trust in
riches; hence, it must be those who
trust in God and obey his will. The

 righteous man is the one who does what God commands, even when his
outward senses tell him that his earthly life will be better if he disobeys
God. A man like Daniel could have reasoned that his life would be more
pleasant if he would eat the king's dainties (Dan. 1). Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego could have reasoned that life would be better if they would
bow down to the king's image. However, they concluded that their fate
was better off to die in obedience to the Lord than to live in disobedience
to him. They told Nebuchadnezzar, "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
out of thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up" (Dan. 3:16-18). Men of such faith and trust in God are intended
by the word "righteous."
Such men shall "flourish as a branch." The word flourish is from, "bud,

sprout, shoot" (BDB 827). The word branch is translated from, "leaf,
leafage" (BDB 750).
The figure of the branch flourishing may include the concept that the

righteous may experiences afflictions, like the loss of foliage a branch has
in the fall. However, when the spring comes, the branches bud out again
and issue its foliage. "A branch may during winter appear withered, but
it drops not from the stock, and in the spring it revives and grows. So the
righteous man, though he meets seasons of affliction, shall revive and
flourish. He is in grafted into the true Vine, and partaking of his vital
influence, shall abound in the fruits of comfort and righteousness"
(Lawson 219). Sometimes when one is going through the afflictions and
distresses of life, he is tempted to think that serving the Lord will not
profit and benefit him. One must hold on to the promises of God to
sustain him through such times. God has promised that serving him will
pay more than any other course of life.
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar

in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourishing;
To show that the Lord is upright: he is my rock, and there is no

unrighteousness in him (Psa. 92:12-15). One who believes God who
cannot lie (Tit. 1:2) will have faith to sustain him through the hard times,
knowing that those who are righteous truly shall prosper. ---- Via Guardian

of Truth XLI: 11 p. 2 June 5, 1997


