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Those Noble Bereans (Concluded) - by Mike Willis Danville, Indiana

The devil has succeeded in
deluding a number of brethren
into thinking that "true nobility"
consists in rising above
controversy. The devil teaches
that "true nobility" means
avoiding the brotherhood fights.
The devil has persuaded some
into thinking that a lower class of
brethren engage in debates over
such issues as divorce and
remarriage, institutionalism,
baptism, apostasy, etc. In a former
generation, the men who met false
teachers in public debate to
expose their errors were honored.
We respected W. Curtis Porter,
Foy E. Wallace, Jr., N.B.
Hardeman, Roy E. Cogdill, and a
host of others. A man who was
unwilling to defend what he
preached was not honored among
us. But another generation has
risen. Men who engage in debates
are viewed as factional
know-it-alls who are going
around looking for a fight. Truly
"noble brethren" preach a positive
message without engaging in
"brotherhood dog fights." Those

brethren who oppose the false
doctrines circulated by false
teachers among us are to be
tolerated, not honored. Papers
which expose the false doctrines
which are circulating among us and
those who teach them are an
embarrassment to the cause of
Christ. Such magazines are to be
hidden from new converts and
weak Christians. "Positive" papers
which have a policy precluding
controversy are preferred by some.

That the devil has succeeded in
redefining true nobility is ironic.
He has made many believe that
true nobility consists in exactly the
opposite of what God considers to
be the marks and traits of a noble
character.

Conclusion
Let us revive the traits of true

nobility. Because of our respect for
the truth which frees us from sin,
let us treasure it above all else. Let
us pursue it. Let us examine
everything which calls itself truth
in the light of the Scriptures. Let us
show no respect of persons in
"trying the spirits" (1 Jn. 4:1).

None of us is infallible.
Let us teach our children to

bring their Bibles to church and
follow along when the lesson is
presented to see if the things
which are taught are so. In this
manner we can rear noble-minded
children who search the
Scriptures to see if the things
which are taught are so. As these
noble minds prevail we prepare
the soil in the hearts of our
children for the truth to prevail.
False doctrine cannot long survive
in the hearts of those who
"received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so." — Via

Guardian of Truth XXXVI: 16, pp.
482, 502-503, August 20, 1992

The Implications of Esther by
Steven Brownfield

At first glance, Esther appears
to be a thoroughly secular work,
unconcerned with spiritual things.
It tells the intriguing story of how
the exiled Jews avoided
annihilation through the courage
and tact of the Persian queen, who
was herself secretly a Jew. In ages
past, many of the Jewish Rabbis
refused to accept the divine
inspiration of the book of Esther.
This may have been for many
reasons. Part of the cause for a
partial repudiation of this
God-breathed book may have had
to do with the woman hero for

which the book is named, but
mostly, some did not accept the
book as being inspired because it
never mentions Jehovah God. In
fact, there is no mention of the
supernatural at all. Some may have
wondered why this book, which
seems to have nothing to do with
God at all, should be included in
the Canon of scripture.

Obviously, Esther won out in the
Canon debate, for the obvious
reason that God wanted us to have
it. His reason for inspiring this
work is clear. Esther, more than
any other Old Testament book,
shows how God's divine
providence works in the everyday
world of regular people.

First Esther shows how that
God's power, though unmarked by
mortal men, rules over the affairs
of the nations to effect his will on
the earth. The author never
mentions God for this very reason.
The hand of God is an unobtrusive
thing. Many expect God to work in
their lives in some spectacular
fashion. The modern charismatic
movement has much of this
element in it. They desire a
miraculous, sensationalistic
experience with the Almighty and
are not satisfied when the Holy
Ghost uses the more mundane
vehicle of his word to effect
salvation. Contrast that with how
the story of Esther describes the
way ordinary men and women,



through the courage of their
convictions bring about God's
will, and further the course of his
kingdom.

Secondly, Esther shows how
God's particular providence for
his special people is enacted
through the ordinary day to day
affairs of this world. God's will is
not always accomplished with the
splitting of oceans, or the
rumbling of mountains or the
working of marvelous signs.
God's providence is carried out
through the laws of nature,
through the currents of history,
with the hands of people. The
author tells us how the Jew's
deliverance is assured, with
Esther's help or without it.

Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with
thyself that thou shalt escape in
the king's house, more than all the
Jews. For if thou altogether
holdest thy peace at this time,
then shall there enlargement and
deliverance arise to the Jews from
another place; but thou and thy
father's house shall be destroyed:
and who knoweth whether thou
art come to the kingdom for such
a time as this? (Esther 4. 13-14).

The implication is clear. God
will deliver his people. No
miracle will be essential, no
marvelous sign given. God will
use the faithful to enact his will.
This  same principle  i s

demonstrated in the New
Testament in Acts 5. Gamaliel,
counseling moderate treatment of
the newly arisen church, reminds
his fellows of recent history and
previous splinter groups that came
to nothing because God was not
with them. He says in verse 38:
"And now I say unto you, Refrain
from these men, and let them
alone: for if this counsel or this
work be of men, it will come to
nought: But if it be of God, ye
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye
be found even to fight against
God."

No man can spite God. We can
rebel against his will, refuse to
further the cause of his Kingdom,
and enslave our selves to sin, but
Jehovah's will cannot be withstood.
We may refuse ourselves to be his
servants and enter his kingdom, but
he will find others who will obey.
Make sure you are part of his
program.

Finally, Esther is a valuable book
not in spite of its lack of divine
references, but because of it. Esther
does not need to directly allude to
God to teach about his providence.
It implies it on every page. In so
many ways, the Bible teaches us
not by its direct statements, but by
its implications. Many brethren
today are denying this. I have had
men who are elders in the Lord's
church stand in the very meeting
house of churches that claim to be

 sound and stood against institutionalism and rail against me for
preaching the apostle's hermeneutics. Direct command, approved
example, and necessary implication are the rules of men, they say. Those
things will split the church, they say. That kind of old time preaching is
for another time, long past, and to insist on the principles of Bible
authority is Pharisaism and legalism, they say. I'm not talking about so
called "liberals" either. These are men who are preachers in a
"conservative church." Necessary inference is not the invention of men.
When God implies something in his word, we must infer it. Esther is a
case in point. Even had the author mentioned God in every line, he could
not have made a more emphatic case for divine providence than he does
with Mordecai's appeal to Esther that implies God will deliver.

Let us marvel at the manifold providence of God, who through the
intercession of his Son atoned for us, through the preaching of the
Spirit's gospel regenerated us, who through the illumination of his
doctrine edifies us. Let us listen carefully to everything the Bible has to
say whether by direct statement or divine implications.---- Via Guardian
of Truth XL: No. 24, p. 13-14 December 19, 1996


