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Thirty Three Years Of Age (Concluded)- by Tom M. Roberts
Fighting Against Satan

The Lord never deluded Himself into
rosy-colored imaginations that
everything would "turn out" all right.
He knew Satan for what he was and is
and knew the terrible influence he
brings to bear on us mortals. Being in
the flesh gave Jesus an intimate sense
of temptation and He warned man
repeatedly to beware the Devil's lures.
Not once did He forget that the Devil
was out to get Him! Not once did He
forget whom His adversary was. "He
was a murderer from the beginning,
and standeth not in the truth, because
there is not truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:
for he is a liar, and the Father
thereof." (John 8:44). "Be sober, he
watchful: your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour." (I Pet. 5:8).
"And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he afterward
hungered. And the tempter came..."
(Matt. 4:2,3). This is the same devil
who was in heaven but kept not his
principality nor habitation and was
cast down (Jude 6; II Pet. 2:4) and
the Lord knows his intentions.
Brother, Sister, don't be misled or

deceived. The devil has plans for you!
Sometimes I run across people who

seem surprised when churches or
individuals have troubles. They can't
understand why churches split or why
seemingly faithful Christians fall
away. It is Satan that wars against the
soul and causes these things. It is
Satan that wars against you. If you
think you can play with sin and not be
hurt you are mistaken. If you think
that Satan is just a figure of someone's
imagination you have been defrauded.
The only way Christ could overcome
the temptations placed before Him
was that He knew what they were and
whence they came. But I am at times
"ignorant of the devil's devices" (II
Cor. 2:11 and he takes me in his
snare (I Tim. 3:7) and leads me
astray. "For our wrestling is not
against flesh and blood, but against
the principalities, against the powers,
against the world-rulers of this
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places."
(Eph. 6:12).
Why are my thirty-three years a

weight and confusion? Why have I a
sense of failure and inadequacy? Why
is my life so different from that of
Jesus'? The answer is SIN! Sin! The
Tempter has had his way with me so
many times. I have fallen into his
snares. (We have the woeful faculty

of being able to blind our eyes to the
obvious when we want to and we
want to too often.) I fool myself into
thinking that I have time and to spare.
I need not rouse myself. So time slips
away and works yet remain undone. I
cannot say, "It is finished."
Tragically, too much is left
unfinished. So I learn a cruel lesson:
"All flesh is as grass and all the glory
thereof as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth and the flower falleth:
but the word of the Lord abideth
forever." (I Pet. 2:24).
My thirty-three years are as a

fleeting moment in the infinite span of
eternity. Some of you are older and
some are younger but the underlying
principles here are true regardless of
our age. Let us all resolve to serve
God with a sense of urgency, using
wisdom in our fight against Satan.
And we shall surely win for "Behold,
God is my helper," (Ps. 54:4) and
again, "The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear." (Heb. 13:6). Jesus lived in
a house of clay and knows our
infirmities (Heb. 4:15) and will
succor those who trust in Him. He is
our Advocate (I John 2:1) and will
plead our case before the Throne of
God. And who knows, perhaps my
next thirty-three years (the Lord

willing) will be better! — *** Via
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Those Noble Bereans - by Mike
Willis Danville, Indiana

These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and

searched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so (Acts 17:11).
On his second missionary journey,

Paul left Philippi where Lydia and the
Philippian jailer were converted and
went to Thessalonica. Having arrived
in the city, Paul entered the
synagogue to announce to the Jews
the good news that the prophesied
Christ had come and established the
kingdom of God. For three
consecutive Sabbaths, he preached in
the synagogue and converted several
Jews and many of the God-fearing
proselytes, including some of the
chief women of the city.
His success stirred the jealousy of

the Jews. Rather than taking the
Scriptures and showing Paul where he
was preaching that which was not true
(which was impossible because he
was teaching the truth), the Jews in
Thessalonica arranged for some of the
wicked men of the city to create a
disturbance aimed at Paul. Not
finding Paul in the house of Jason,
they dragged Jason to the rulers of the
city and brought false charges against
him. The Christians saw that Paul
must leave Thessalonica. During the
night, they helped Paul leave the city.
He went to Berea.
He found a different audience in

Berea. These men were "more noble
than those in Thessalonica." Their
nobleness did not consist in their
birthright, wealth, or position in
society. Luke describes what
constituted their nobility: they
received the word with all readiness
of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so.



True nobility still has these attributes.
True Nobility

True nobility requires a ready mind
to receive the word of God. The word
of God is not to be forced upon
unwilling minds. The Lord himself
taught, "Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your
pearls before swine, lest they trample
them under their feet, and turn again
and rend you" (Matt. 7:6).
Sometimes we waste our time trying
to reach those who make perfectly
obvious that they have no interest in
the "pearl of great price." The Lord's
instructions teach us to turn from such
people and search for those who are
good and honest in heart. We cannot
and should not "cram the gospel down
the throats" of those who are not
interested.
True nobility requires that we test

the message which is taught. That
which will free us from sin is the truth
(Jn. 8:32). False doctrine and error
will lead one away from God. Jesus
said, "Let them alone: they be blind
leaders of the blind; and if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch" (Matt. 15:14). We do not want
to be "blind followers" of "blind
leaders." Consequently, we must
beware of false teachers. Jesus taught
us to "beware of false prophets"
(Matt.7:15). John instructed,
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world" (1 Jn. 4:1).
The Bereans had learned this

concept. Consequently, when Paul
came to Berea, they listened to his

preaching and "tried the spirit" to see
if the things taught were so. The truth
will shine where such attitudes
prevail.
Gospel preachers have publicly

announced that the truth has nothing
to fear from investigation. If we are
preaching something which anyone
believes not to be true, we will be
glad to listen to what he has to say
and search the Scriptures to see if the
things which are taught are so. In our
quest for the truth, we have gladly
provided for such discussions in
honorable debate. Honorable men
have presented both sides of an issue
to give the audience an opportunity to 
'search the Scriptures to see if the
things which are taught are so."
False doctrine cannot survive and

thrive where this attitude prevails.
False doctrine wants to hide behind
the pleasant personality of back
slappers with a smile on their face.
False doctrine does not want to be
investigated in the light of the
Scriptures.
Just as we fear false prophets and

their false doctrines, we fear those
who want to undermine the open
investigation of truth. From time to
time, we hear someone condemning
debates. Many times those who
condemn debates have never even
attended one to know what occurs in
such studies; on other occasions
someone has gone to one where poor
attitudes were shown. Despite the fact
that some debates have occurred in
which poor attitudes were displayed
just as there have been some sermons
delivered and classes taught in which

 poor attitudes were displayed), we would err to throw out all debates because
of a few abuses. Debates have served the Lord's kingdom well in helping
honest-hearted men search the Scriptures to see if the things which are taught
are so. Many have been converted through the good done in such discussions.
When debates were prevalent with denominational preachers, the Lord's church
was one of the fastest growing religious groups in America. Denomin-
ationalism soon learned that debates were doing them no good and ceased
participating in them.

A New Spirit
A new spirit is growing among us. This spirit fears and hates controversy. This

spirit does not want preaching which contrasts the false doctrines of
denominationalism with the truths of Scripture. This spirit will not listen when
someone challenges the teaching of another. This spirit views opposition to the
teaching of certain revered men as a work of the flesh. This spirit is unwilling
to provide for open discussion of issues on which brethren differ. This spirit is
the seed bed for false doctrine!
In the recent book The Cruciform Church (published by Abilene Christian

University Press),Leonard Allen explained that some among us "have not
intentionally rejected the traditional method (of hermeneutics, that is the
restoration plea, mw) but, weary with the pugnacious, debate-all-comers
attitude nurtured have found themselves spiritually malnourished, hungry for
the things of the Spirit" (19-20). In The Worldly Church (published by Abilene
Christian University Press), Allen, Richard T. Hughes, and Michael R. Weed
made the same change saying, "Others, having associated a rigourous method
with the hard and ugly sectarian spirit that did incalculable damage to our
movement for so many years, may now resist a rigorous message of any sort"
(2). They continued, "in the old days we often nurtured a rigid dogmatic,
sectarian spirit" (7). They added that men were looking for a positive alternative
"to the negativism, the sectarian diviseness, the debating, and the argumentative
spirit that often dominated the church's past" (38).
Some among us have described those who expose both the false doctrines

which circulate among us and those who teach them as "professional buzzards"
who "circle, swoop, and devour." They have been maligned with loving an
argument, being contentious, and self-promoting. They are caricatured as a
group who fancy themselves the keepers of the kingdom like the spiritual F.B.I.
Men who have exposed the false doctrines on divorce and remarriage taught
publicly by well-known preachers have been publicly maligned both orally and
in print. The effect of such treatment of brethren is to discourage the spirit of
trying the spirits to see whether or not what is taught is the truth. ***
(CONCLUDED In NEXT WEEKS BULLETIN) ***
“STAND IN THE OLD PATHS AND SEEK OUT THE TRUTH - IN IT WE

WILL BE FREED.”


