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Jesus’ First Recorded Words Luke 2:40-52 - By Cox, Stan
The historian Luke, in his gospel,

records the only words spoken by
Jesus as a child that we are privy to in
God’s  inspi red word .  The
conversation, between Jesus and his
parents, is found in the latter part of
the second chapter of the book.
Luke records the devotion of Joseph

and Mary, indicating that they went to
Jerusalem every year to observe the
Passover. When Jesus was twelve
years old he was included in the
traveling party. When the feast was
finished, and Mary and Joseph
together with other family members
began the trip home, we are told that
Jesus, “lingered behind in Jerusalem.”
You can imagine their state of mind

as they sought Jesus. It was three days
(vs. 46) before they found him. He
was in the temple, listening to the
teachers there and asking them
questions. We are not privy to what
Jesus said to these important men, but
we are told they “were astonished at
His understanding and answers.”
When Mary and Joseph found Jesus,

they were astonished as well, but for
a different reason. Mary said, “Son,
why have You done this to us? Look,
Your father and I have sought You
anxiously.” Jesus’ answer, (the only
recorded words we have, until near

the beginning of his ministry as a
grown man), was not what would be
expected of a twelve year old boy. He
answered, “Why do you seek Me?
Did you not know that I must be
about My Father’s business?”
Some preliminary things must be

disposed of here. First, we must
speculate a bit to know the tone of
Mary in her statement to Jesus. Was
the tone one of puzzlement? Was it
one of rebuke? The words themselves
can be taken several ways. Though we
can be sure that both Mary and Joseph
were worried and anxious, it is only
speculation that would lead us to
believe that they were angry, or stern
in their rebuke.
Consider that Mary and Joseph knew

who Jesus was. Joseph was told such
in his dream before Jesus’ birth (cf.
Matthew 1:20-21), and all of those
events from conception to birth, Mary
“kept all these things and pondered
them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).
Statements concerning Jesus’
childhood before this occasion (2:40)
and after (2:51-52) indicate that Jesus
was an obedient and exceptional
child. Joseph and Mary knew it was
not characteristic of Jesus to act in
any inappropriate way, and the
question of Mary, though coming

from an anxious and confused mind,
was answered by Jesus with
explanation rather than apology.
Because of who He was and what He
was doing, there was no reason to
apologize because He had done
nothing wrong.
We are told that Joseph and Mary

“did not understand the statement
which He spoke to them.” With
hindsight, the import of his words is
clearly known to us. That is the
primary concern of this article.
“Did you not know that I must be

about My Father’s business?” These
striking words from the young child
indicate that Jesus was always aware
of His purpose in life. Some seem to
believe that Jesus was limited by His
humanity. Some speak of confusion,
weakness, or doubt during various
occasions in His life. They are wrong.
As the text indicates, Jesus always
knew who He was, and why He was
on earth. His hour had not yet come
(cf. John 2:4), but He was aware of
his purpose. As He later stated, “For I
have come down from heaven, not to
do My own will, but the will of Him
who sent Me” (John 6:38).
The word “must,” is a word Jesus

often used in reference to the work He
had been given to do. When Jesus
taught his disciples, we are told,
“Jesus began to show to His disciples
that He must go to Jerusalem, and
suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribed, and be
killed, and be raised the third day”
(Matthew 16:21). In His conversation
with Nicodemus, Jesus said, “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the

wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up” (John 3:14).
Luke 2:48 contains the last

reference to Joseph as being Jesus’
father. Though Joseph was a godly
man, who excelled as a caretaker of
the child; Jesus, the Son of God
always knew who His Father truly
was. And, even at such a young age,
He was focused on the work that the
Father had given Him to do. “For God
so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but

have everlasting life” (John 3:16). —
Via *** The Watchman Magazine  -
February 11th, 2010

Thirty Three Years Of Age -
by Tom M. Roberts

In thirty-three years, the Son of Man
accomplished all that His heavenly
Father had set for Him to do, on the
cross on Golgotha, as Jesus sighed
and gave up the Spirit, he intoned, "It
is finished." By no means a
meaningless phrase, it literally
included all that the great scheme of
redemption required in providing our
way of escape. Jesus Christ had, in
thirty-three short years, accomplished
a task so infinite in scope so as to take
at least 4000 years to lay the
groundwork and prepare the field for
harvest.
I am now in the thirty-third year of

my life on earth. At about this same
age, my Lord was crucified. Due to
the similarity, a comparison is
inevitable, and the comparison brings
many mental conflicts when one
thinks of how He lived and worked
and how we live and work. Even



though a disparity in work on my part
may be excused by the fact that Jesus
was deity and I am not, nevertheless a
nagging question remains. "If my life
were to close now, what would I have
accomplished in my thirty-three
years?" To say the least, it leaves one
with a sense of inadequacy and "of
things left undone."
A number of the years of Christ on

earth (indeed, the majority of them)
were consumed, as with all flesh, in
childhood. But a growing awareness
of His mission among men seemed to
mark His early years. At age twelve,
on a visit to Jerusalem during the
Passover, Jesus remarked to His
mother, "Know ye not that I must he
about my Father's business?" (Luke
2:49). However, he did not begin to
teach until about thirty years of age,
as recorded in Luke 3:23. If the rest
of the chronology of His life can be
understood correctly, only about three
years was actually spent in public
teaching. Think of it! In three short
years, Jesus laid the groundwork for
the kingdom, chose the apostles,
became a national figure, opposed and
shook both corrupted religion and
organized government, died on the
cross, descended into the Hadean
world, rose from the grave, deposed
and bound Satan (Matt. 12:28, 29:
John 12:31-33), and entered within
the veil (Heb. 6:19,20), showing us
the way (John 14:4-6).
With the centurion at the base of the

cross we can say, "Truly this was the
Son of God." (Matt. 27:54).
But apart from the deity of Jesus

which enabled Him to accomplish

such a task, there are simple
principles which guided Him which
should guide us as we attempt to
make use of our short years. I suggest
to you only three of these.

Sense Of Urgency
Even at age twelve, Jesus remarked,

"Know ye not that I must be about my
Father's business?" A singular
expression for one so young. Yet this
attitude remained with Him into His
personal ministry. He taught the
multitudes and the apostles in
parables to regard the kingdom as a
place of work, not slothfulness (Matt.
21:28; John 15:1-8). As one living
with an appointment to keep he went
about doing good and teaching the
things concerning the kingdom of
God. Each step that He took brought
him closer to His appointment on
Calvary. There was no laziness or
carelessness about His teaching or
life. Rather, He took advantage of
every opportunity to declare the will
of God, even to the point of talking to
Samaritans (John 4).
Over and over again the teachings of

Christ emphasize the need to use what
you have in service to God TODAY,
not putting off until tomorrow (Heb.
3:13). This is illustrated by the
parable of the talents in Matt.
25:14-30.
Paul seemed to have this same

dedication to the use of time. His
great sense of urgency would not
permit him to "lead about a wife" like
the other apostles. This same zeal
took him over Asia Minor and Europe
on behalf of the gospel of Christ.
To a great degree, the success of the

 restoration movement of the 1800's stemmed from the urgent responsibility
under which those pioneers moved. The sacrifice and hardship endured by those
of the first century and in early America went far toward helping saw the seed
in difficult places. Few of us duplicate it today, so our years are not as fruitful.
How many have YOU baptized lately? Does it bother you? What are you doing
about it?

Wise Planning
Yet, with all this urgency, no time was wasted. The Lord had His work well

planned. Contrary to popular thought, Jesus did not simply "go about"
preaching. His years of preaching and teaching were not years of pointless
wanderings, but (as a careful study of His travels will show) a planned itinerary
to reach the people. He knew what He wanted to accomplish and how to best
get it done. Knowing from the beginning what the end would be — arrest and
death in Jerusalem — he did not spend wasted effort in trying to avoid it, but
planned His efforts and "set His face toward Jerusalem." (Luke 9:51).
In charging the apostles to be His witnesses, Jesus gave them a systematic

order for reaching the world. In Acts 1:8, they were told to witness for Him in
"Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the world." In
carrying out this commission, the apostles not only preached the word and made
converts, but they wisely (and under inspiration) set elders in every church
(Acts 14:23) so that the work would go forth after their departure. No, my
premillennial friend, the work of Christ on earth did not fail and the church of
Christ is not an afterthought. It was the fruit of much planning in the mind of
God before the worlds were founded and even while Jesus walked the earth His
wise counsel continued.
How many churches today plan their work well? Sadly enough, churches

seldom plan their work with forethought. And any planning which IS done
usually deals with such matters as budget, building plans, parking problems and
the like. The matter of saving souls is largely left to happenstance and
circumstance. If any realistic work program is outlined for the future work of
the church, too often it is the brain-child of the preacher and is geared to his

tenure. Not many elders or
congregations outline the work of the
church to continue regardless of
changes in preachers. Most of the
time, little work is accomplished
during the interim of changing
preachers and brethren sit quietly by
until another preacher arrives with
another brainchild. No wonder our
years are wasted. *** Concluded In
Next Weeks Bulletin ***


