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1 John 3: `Behold What Manner Of Love' - (Concluded)
- by John McCort - Greencastle, Indiana 

3. The Love Of Man For His
Fellow Man (3:11-24)

"For this is the message which ye
heard from the beginning that we
should love one another." Jesus
was asked, "Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the law?
Jesus answered, 'Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all of thy
heart, with all of thy soul, with all
of thy mind, and with all of thy
strength. And the second like unto
it is, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these two
commandments the whole law
hangeth and the prophets" (Matt.
22:26-40).
Our love for the brethren is based

upon an unselfish attitude toward
them. We are to love them
unconditionally as Jesus loved us.
Our active good will toward them
should not be based upon their love
for us nor should it be based upon
them reciprocating that love
toward us. Regardless of how we
are treated, we are commanded to
keep on loving.
A case in point is Cain and Abel.

"Not as Cain was of the evil one,
and slew his brother. And
wherefore slew he him? Because
his works were evil, and his
brother's righteous" (3:12). Murder
is the supreme act of selfishness.
Cain was enraged with jealousy.
Cain considered his feelings and
had no consideration for the wants
and needs of Abel. All hate is an
expression of total selfishness.
Conversely, all love is an
expression of selflessness. It is also
interesting to note that the method
of Abel's murder is possibly
alluded to in this passage. The
word for "slew" in the Greek
language literally means, "to
butcher, to cut the throat like an ox
in the shambles," Thus, Cain did
not accidentally kill Abel if the
inference from the Greek language
is correct.
One of the true tests of our

Christianity is our attitude and
action toward brethren. We cannot
claim to be the children of God is
we harbor hate and malice toward
the brethren. Constant bickering,

squabbling, and feuding within a
congregation is evidence that the
congregation is filled with sin and
hypocrisy. Love of the brethren,
though, is not a pre-requisite of
salvation but is an evidence of
salvation. It is one of the fruits of
the Spirit which demonstrate our
fellowship with Jesus. "But if ye
bite and devour one another, take
heed that ye be not consumed one
of another" (Gal. 5:15). Literally,
this passage means that we should
not commit spiritual cannibalism.
Our love for the brethren is

demonstrated not only in attitude
but in action. Many brethren can
speak eloquently of love and end
up demonstrating their lack of love
by their lack of deeds or works.
"But whoso hath the world's goods,
and beholdeth his brother in need,
and shutteth up his compassion
from him, how doth the love of
God abide in him? My little
children, let us not love in word,
neither with the tongue: but in deed
and truth" (3:17-18). The term
"shutteth up his compassion"
literally means, "graphic slamming
the door of his compassion"
(Robertson, Word Pictures of the
New Testament, p. 226).
Authentic love is truly a case

where actions speak louder than
words. "If a brother or a sister be
naked and in lack of daily food,
and one of you say unto them, Go
in peace, be ye warmed and filled?

and yet ye give them not the things
needful to the body? what doth it
profit? Even so faith, if it have not
works, is dead in itself" (Jas.
2:14-15). Love embodies more
than warm feelings and kind
words. Love is the very emodiment
of unselfish action toward another.
The opposite of love is hate. Hate
embodies more than just bitter
feelings toward another. I can
demonstrate my hate for someone
by merely ignoring their needs. I
don't need to feel bitterness or
antipathy for someone to hate
them.

Summary
John summarizes the chapter in

verse 22. "And whatsoever we ask
we receive of him, because we
keep his commandments and do
the things that are pleasing in his
s igh t .  And  th i s  i s  h i s
commandment that we should
believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ, and love one another
even as he gave us commandment.
And he that keepeth his
commandments abideth in him,
and he in him." Character and
conduct, faith and works, love and
action, righteousness and the Word
of God - none of these can be
separated.

QUESTIONS
1. Define sin.
2. All who have their hope set on

Jesus do what?
3. Can the child of God habitually



commit sin?
4. Will God unconditionally

forgive sin that has not been
repented of or confessed?

5. What is love?
6. How was the love of God

manifested toward mankind?
7. Who abides in Christ?
8. How can we identify true love?
9. Does burning emotion always

indicate the presence of true
love?

10. From this chapter what
passages indicate that faith
without works is dead? ****

Via - Guardian of Truth XXV: 13,
pp. 203-205, March 26, 1981 -****

Heaven-Centered Thinking -
by Bruce James 

Oh how we need more
heaven-centered minds! Many
have forgotten that this world is
not our home and that we’re just
passing through.  Carnal-
mindedness is rampaging across
our land and it has even filtered
into the Lord’s body. So many are
so wrapped up in the cares and
affairs of this life that they have
made little or no preparation for
the next life.
The Holy Scriptures constantly

emphas ize  the  need for
heaven-centered thinking and
living. Paul said, “Seek those
things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God. Set your affection on things
above, not on things on the earth”

(Col. 3:1,2). The Colossians
needed to revamp their thinking to
be more heaven-centered rather
than earth-centered. A similar
admonition fell from the lips of our
Lord in his Mount Olivet
discourse, “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt
and where thieves break through
and steal: But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt and
where thieves do not break through
and steal: For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also”
(Matt. 6:19-21).
 In spite of the plain declaration of

the preceding passages, a mad dash
to accumulate earthly treasures has
relegated laying up heavenly
treasures to a place of secondary
importance. When will we ever
realize the futility of setting our
affections upon a place that is
temporal in nature? Peter reminded
his readers of the certainty of
Christ’s coming and the attendant
consequences. When the day of the
Lord comes, the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, the
elements shall melt with fervent
heat, and the earth and all of its
works will be burned up (2 Pet.
3:10). Peter then asked a question
that we would do well to soberly
examine. He said, “Seeing then
that all these things shall be
dissolved what manner of persons 

ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness. . .?” (2 Pet. 3:11).
In other words, since the earth and all within it is going to someday be
annihilated, should you be earth centered or heaven-centered in your
thinking?
 Oh how we need to emulate and imitate the heaven-centered thinking

of the heroes of faith chronicled in Hebrews 11. They confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth (v. 13). They desired a better
country, that is, an heavenly country (v. 16). They realized that here we
have no continuing city, but we seek one to come (v. 14). Abraham
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God
(v. 10). It was heaven-centered thinking that prompted Moses to choose
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season (v. 25). Heaven-centered thinking explains
why some were tortured, not accepting deliverance that they might obtain
a better resurrection (v. 35ff).
Likewise, heaven-centered thinking will enable us to remember to love

not the world, neither the things that are in the world (1 John 2:15). Let
us never forget that the world passeth away and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth forever (1 John 2:17).  
156 C.R. 492, Carthage, Texas 75633 - *** VIA - Truth Magazine Vol.

XLIV: 8 p22  April 20, 2000 -***


