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By Grace Ye Are Saved (Concluded) - by Lewis Willis , Akron,
Ohio 

All of us know that he shed his
blood in his death, at the hands of
the Romans and the Jews, at
Calvary almost 2000 years ago.
The Word of God teaches us how
we can reach that "death" in which
his blood was shed in the long
ago. Listen to the Apostle Paul in
Romans 6:3-4: "Know ye not,
that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of
life."

I realize that most preachers will
not tell you this. Either they do
not know the Truth about how
men contact the blood of Christ or
they do not believe it or they
refuse to teach it. Whatever the
reason, scores of people are being
denied forgiveness, because
modern preachers are not teaching
the Truth that the death of Christ,
in which he shed his sincleansing

blood, is reached when we are
baptized into his death. This is a
sad circumstance - and it is so
unnecessary!

These false teachers often
protest that if one has to be
baptized to reach Christ's blood,
then salvation is by man's works,
and not by grace. Again, these
people are not telling the Truth. It
is absolutely true that man is not
saved by his own works, or by
works of merit. Paul taught as
much: "For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should
boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). However,
and this is the point that modern
preachers do not seek to know, or
else will not admit, baptism is not
a work of human merit - it is an
operation or a work of God! Note
Colossians 2:12: "Buried with
him in baptism, wherein also ye
are risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God, who
hath raised him from the dead."
Paul  says  tha t  bapt ism

accomplishes its purpose because
it is "an operation of God." The
New King James Version says it
is "the work of God." Baptism is
effective because God makes it
work! Therefore, by baptism we
reach the death of Christ. We need
to reach his death because that it
where his blood was shed. We
need His blood to cleanse us from
our sins.

The song we are considering
says that we have done nothing
whereby we might claim God's
grace. We are simply washed in
the cleansing blood of the Lamb
of God when we obey his Word
and are baptized into his death. In
that sense, "Jesus paid it all - All
to him I owe!" Have you been
cleansed by His Blood? Have you
been baptized as his Word
requires? If not, let me urgently
ask that you obey him while yet
you can. The day is coming when
it will be too late for you to obey
him? ---- VIA Guardian of Truth
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Cornelius And Salvation -
by Donald P. Ames, Tampa,

Florida

Studying the various cases of
conversion in the book of Acts,
one can frequently find as many
things that will not save him as
will save him. Such is indeed the
case with Cornelius. As we turn to
Acts 10, we find Cornelius

described as "a devout man, and
one that feareth God with all his
house, who gave much alms to the
people, and prayed to God always.
. . a righteous man and one that
feareth God, and well reported of
by all the nation of the Jews"
(10:2,22). Yet, he was still lost!
What could he have lacked? In the
eyes of man, he lived a near
perfect life; still in God's eyes, he
was lost.

From this man, people can gain
many lessons today. First of all,
we find that he was described as a
"devout man" — that is to say,
one who is very sincere. He didn't
take what he believed with a grain
of salt, but rather put his whole
life into it. He tried to live up to
what he believed. People often say
today, "It doesn't make any
difference what one believes, just
so long as he's sincere." But, does
it? Cornelius believed in the God
of the Jews, and the Bible tells us
that he was sincere. Yea, and he
even "feared God." Yet Peter
recognized him as a lost man, and
began to speak unto him words of
Christ whereby he might be saved.
(Acts 11:14-15) Paul tells us that
a man may believe a lie and still
be damned (2 Thess. 2:11-12);
not that he might pretend to
believe it, but would believe it.
He'd be sincere in it — or he
wouldn't really be believing it. Yet
he would still be lost. If Cornelius



could have been saved because of
his sincerity, then surely the angel
would have no cause to tell him to
send to Peter to learn what was
required of him.

Again, from a study of
Cornelius, we can learn that man
is unable to save himself by his
good works, that is, make God
owe him salvation. Cornelius was
a man who gave much alms to the
people, benevolent in his attitude
to those in need. While it's true
this is a characteristic every
professed follower of Christ
should have (James 1:26-27, I
Tim. 5:10), yet mere possession
of this characteristic does not
make one a Christian, nor does it
make God owe him salvation. It is
true one can't get to heaven
without doing these good works
(Matt. 25:31-46), but it's equally
true one cannot earn his way into
heaven with them, "for by
GRACE have ye been saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the GIFT of God;
not of works, that no man should
glory" (Eph. 2:8-9). In spite of all
his good works, the angel still told
Cornelius that he was lost! He
couldn't earn his way into heaven
by his works. Just as the rich
young ruler also fell short (Mark
10:17-22), so Cornelius, had he
rejected the words of Peter, would
have been lost. When people
today say "so-and-so" is bound to

go to heaven for all the good
things he's done, they are
overlooking the fact God looks
not on the outward part, but on the
heart (I Sam. 16:7, 2 Cor. 10:7).
Has he done all God's will?

Still another lesson we can
gather from this good man is that
a man is unable to pray his way to
salvation. Cornelius was a man
who prayed to God always (a trait
to be admired in anyone), and was
no doubt praying at the time the
angel appeared (compare 10:3
with 3:1). Yet the angel didn't say
his prayers had saved him, but
rather told him to send for Peter
that he might learn what he still
had to do to be saved. He hadn't
yet done what was required of
him. If prayer was sufficient to
save him, the angel was ignorant
thereof. Likewise in the case of
the apostle Paul, who prayed and
fasted for three days (Acts 9:1,11;
22:16). Nowhere in God's word is
prayer given to a man as a means
of salvation except in Acts 8:22,
where a man who is already a
Christian (compare Acts 8:13
with Mark 16:16), is commanded
to both repent and pray for
forgiveness. Christ is the author of
salvation only to those who obey
Him (Heb. 5:9), and this requires
more that merely calling on His
name (Matt. 7:21).

Yes, as Cornelius shows us, it
does make a difference what one

 believes, and sincerity is not enough. Likewise, one cannot depend solely
upon his good works to get him to heaven, nor does he dare to think he
can be saved by prayer without doing the will of God. Cornelius "feared
God," and salvation meant so much to him that he didn't try to confine it
to himself, but rather called together his kinsmen and near friends (Acts
10:24). Peter "feared God," and proclaimed the will of the Lord to him
(see 2 Cor. 5:11). Christ says, "If ye love me, ye will keep my
commands" (John 14:15). Cornelius heard and obeyed (Acts 10:48).

But, what are the commandments of God? That we believe in Christ as
His divine Son (John 3:16, Heb, 11:6, Mark 16:16). But is that all? If
so, then one can be saved even though he denies Christ (John 12:42; see
Rom. 10:10, Matt. 10:32). Again, we find one must repent of his sins
(Acts 2:38, 17:30), and be buried in baptism for the remission of those
sins (Acts 2:38, I Pet. 3:21, Acts 22:16, Rom. 6:4, Col. 2: 12). Again,
Christ says, "If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments" (John
14:15). ---- VIA - The Gospel Guardian - VOLUME 11 February 12, 1960
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