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What Saith the Scriptures About Faith and Works? - by 
Steven J. Wallace

The Bible argues the importance of
interlocking faith with works. To the
contrary, much of the religious world
argues for keeping only half of this
"Biblical Marriage"   Faith. The Bible
enforces that man most not sever what
God has joined together (Matt. 19:6).
If God has united two principles, then
we had better keep them together, or
else our relationship to him will be
put asunder.
God, through the pen of his servant

James, has joined faith and works
together (Jas. 2:17). If someone has
works and has no faith, the end result
would be futile, because "without
faith it is impossible to please him"
(Heb. 11:6). The same scripture also
stresses that, "he who comes to God
must believe (have faith) and He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek (form of works)
Him." The same outcome is true to
the one who has faith, but has no
works. A marriage is successful when
the bride and groom work together.
The marriage would be incomplete if
only one part was working; likewise,
"Do you see that faith was working
together with his works, and by works
faith was made perfect" (Jas. 2:22).

When the religious world teaches
"faith only," it is divorcing the two
elements that God has joined together.
Consequently, it is a total rejection of
divine knowledge, and a total
rejection of divine law by which the
Holy Spirit wrote in James 2:24,
"You see then that a man is justified
by works, and not faith only."
It is the purpose of this article to

show the consequences of tampering
with God's law (specifically his law
about faith and works) which is really
rejecting God's knowledge which is
truth. Brethren, let us never reject the
knowledge of God for fear of the
consequences (Hos. 4:6). To illustrate
how faithless this "faith only"
doctrine is, let us look at some real
Bible "faith heroes." Can the
imagination conceive what the Bible
would say about these heroes if they
had no works?

Abel
Abel, for example, had faith (Heb.

11:4). His faith was made perfect
when he offered a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain. If Abel's works
were extracted, then he wouldn't have
offered anything; consequently, the
Lord would neither respect Abel's

lack of offering (Gen. 4:4), nor
witness him as being righteous (Heb.
11:4). It seems ironic that faith
without works is dead, yet Abel, a
man who possessed both faith and
works, was murdered (Gen. 4:8).
Even though he was murdered for
righteousness' sake, because he
demonstrated faith and works, "he
being dead still speaks" (Heb. 11:4).
Christians should understand the
irony because there was a man who
was greater than Abel and without sin
(1 Pet. 1:9; 1 Pet. 2:22), who was
crucified, whose "blood of sprinkling
. . . speaks better things than that of
Abel" (Heb. 12:24). Jesus Christ gave
t h e  s u p r e m e  e x a m p l e  o f
demonstrating faith and works.

Noah
Who would argue that Noah wasn't a

man of faith (Heb. 11:7)? Noah was
justified by works and not faith only.
If Noah had refused to perform
God-given works that he was
commanded, he would not be
regarded as a "faith hero" today.
Hebrews 11:7 would read like this,
"Because of faith only, Noah, being
divinely warned of things not yet
seen, neglected to move with godly
fear, did not prepare an ark for the
sav i n g  o f  h i s  h o useho l d ;
consequently, he stood condemned
with the rest of the world and all
mankind perished in the flood." How
absurd! We know that this is not the
biblical Noah. Noah's faith was made
perfect through works, and his works
were done correctly because of his
faith. Because of Noah's faith the
scripture speaks of his works, "Thus

Noah did; according to all that God
commanded him, so he did" (Gen.
6:22). In other words, Noah built an
ark from gopher wood and covered it
with pitch (Gen. 6:14). He didn't
build a yacht from cedar and cover it
with paint. Noah made the ark
according to the measurements given
(Gen. 6:15), not measurements that
he devised himself. Noah made the
ark with a door in its side (Gen.
6:16), not with a door in its side and
one in the ceiling. Noah's faith was
proved by his works. "Noah walked
with God" (Gen. 6:9), but if he
possessed faith only, he would not
have walked at all. People, who desire
to divorce works from faith, must not
have enough faith to keep the Lord's
commandments as Noah did. The
apostle John stressed, "For this is the
love of God, that we keep his
c o m m a n d m e n t s .  A n d  h i s
commandments are not burden-some"
(1 Jn. 5:3). Like Noah, when we obey
God, God is working in us and we are
working out our salvation (Phil.
2:12-13).

Abraham
Abraham was a man of great faith

because he had works. Abraham was
also justified by works and not faith
only (Jas. 2:24). His faith was
working together with works because,
"By faith Abraham obeyed when he
was called to go out" (Heb. 11:8).
Without works Abraham would not
have left his country or his father's
house (Gen. 12:1). Without works,
the Lord would not have shown him
the promised land, because Abraham
would not have left his father's house



(12:1). Consequently, the Lord would
not make him a great nation, or make
his name great, or bless him, and all
the families of the earth would not be
blessed in him (Gen. 12:2-3).
Without works, Abraham would have
failed to offer up Isaac when he was
tested (Jas. 2:21). Abraham believed
that God could raise Isaac up from the
dead because in a figurative sense he
received Isaac in a similar fashion
(Heb. 11:11-12,17-19). Abraham was
old and Sarah was past the page of
conception, but by the power of God,
Isaac was born. We need to possess
this type of faith that Abraham had so
we will do the works that God would
have us to do. Jesus is going to reward
everyone according to his works
(Rev. 22:12). Salvation will only
come by doing the work which is
according to God's purpose and not
our own (1 Tim. 1:9).

Rahab
Rahab was not an eyewitness of

God's working at the Red Sea. She
only heard about it (Josh. 2:10). She
confessed her faith in Joshua 2:11  
"... for the Lord your God, he is God
in heaven above and on earth
beneath." It was by her faith that she
produced works to God, such as
receiving the spies with peace (Heb.
11:31). In the end she was justified by
works (Jas. 2:25). Without faith,
Rahab would not have believed that
God dried up the Red Sea for his
people, or believe the Lord's
destruction of Sihon and Og, two
Amorite kings (Josh. 2:10-11).
Without works, Rahab would not have
hidden the spies on the roof (Josh.

2:6). Also, she would not have bound
the scarlet cord in the window (Josh.
2:18), or brought her family into her
house where they would be safe
(Josh. 2:18; 6:22-23). Rahab was
consistent with all the other biblical
heroes. She had to hear about God.
She had to believe in God. She had to
obey what was commanded. We can
enter into the house of God, which is
the church (1 Tim. 3:15), by these
same principles, but not if we divorce
faith from works.
As works that we devise ourselves

cannot save us (Eph. 2:8-9; 1 Tim.
1:9), neither can faith in any other
deity. Only in God can faith with
works save us. Those that are wise do
works in meekness and wisdom (Jas.
3:13). Those who believe in "faith
only" must not be wise. That is why
the Lord said, "Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of mine, and does
them, I will like him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock"
(Matt. 7:24). Let us not forget what
the Holy Spirit wrote in Hebrews
6:10, "For God is not unjust to forget
your work and labor of love which
you have shown toward His name, in
that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister." *** Via - Guardian
of Truth XXXVIII: 8, p. 13-14 April 21,
1994 ***

By Grace Ye Are Saved - by
Lewis Willis , Akron, Ohio 

In our worship recently, we sang
"Jesus Paid It All." This old song has
stirred the hearts of God's people for
many years. The melody is almost as
beautiful as the thought it expresses. I
was especially touched by the words

 of verse 3:For nothing good have I Whereby Thy grace to claim I'll wash my
garments white In the blood of Calv'ry's Lamb.  Chorus - Jesus paid it all, All
to Him I owe; Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.
There is absolutely no basis upon which men any of us - can automatically lay

claim to God's grace. None is so great, so important, so good that he deserves
the outpouring of God's favor upon him. The Psalmist wrote in Psalms 14:3:
"They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that
doeth good, no, not one." Paul quoted this verse in Romans 3:10. Shortly
afterward, he wrote: "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God"
(Rom. 3:23). Honest men confess that it is exactly as the Scriptures say - we are
all guilty of sin. Our sins alienate us from God (Isa. 59:1-2). The curse of death
is pronounced upon us by reason of our sins, and we are powerless to do
anything to change our condition before God. If sinful man is to be saved, it
will have to be accomplished by someone or something other than ourselves.
And, that is where Jesus enters to change this hopeless scene.
Notice several Scriptures that address what God and Christ have done to save

us: "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). "For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost" (Lk. 19:10). "But we see Jesus, who
was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man"
(Heb. 2:9). "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). "For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life" (Jn. 3:16). These are well-known passages to
most of us. They tell us the basis upon which salvation from sins is available to
us. Certainly it is not our works that save us. It is our "works" that have brought
us unto condemnation. If we are saved, it will be God who saves us, through
Christ Jesus our Lord!
The verse of the song we are considering sets forth the profound truth that we

can be purged from our sins when we are washed in the blood that was shed on
Calvary's cross. David wrote: "Purge me. . ., and I shall be clean: wash me, and
I shall be whiter than snow" (Psa. 51:7). This is the same message that is found
in Revelation 7:14: "These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." There
is no cleansing from sin except it be by and in the Blood of Christ, the Savior.
This raises the interesting question: "How do I reach the blood of Christ that

cleanses me?" Some think that man reaches the blood of Christ by "accepting
Jesus as his personal Savior," and by reciting the sinner's prayer. The Bible
nowhere teaches such! It does, however, tell us how we come in contact with

the blood of Christ. **** CONTINUED IN NEXT WEEKS BULLETIN
****


