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Can A Bride Forget Her Attire? - by Billy W. Moore
"Can a maid forget her ornaments,

or a bride her attire? yet my people
have forgotten me days without
number." (Jeremiah 2:32)
A bride shall never forget her

attire. The oldest of the wives who
read this article can still remember
the dress they wore on their wedding
day. Brother H. F. Sharp once said,
"The bride may forget the man she
married, but she shall never forget
the dress she wore when she married
him."
Israel was married unto God, yet

Israel had forgotten God "days
without number." The people were
doing so many things that God had
not commanded. They were failing
to do the things that God charged
them to do. Why? "A wonderful and
horrible thing is committed in the
land; the prophets prophesy falsely,
and the priests bear rule by their
means; and my people love to have
it so: and what will ye do in the end
thereof?" (Jeremiah 5:30,31) "And
from the prophet even unto the
priest every one dealeth falsely.
They have healed also the hurt of
the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, peace, peace; when there is

no peace. Were they ashamed when
they had committed abomination?
nay, they were not at all ashamed,
neither could they blush: therefore
they shall fall among them that fall:
at the time that I visit them they
shall be cast down, saith the Lord."
(Jeremiah 6:13-15) When the
prophets (teachers) in Israel dealt
falsely with the people, by teaching
falsely, and the priests were ruling
by this false way, the people were
happy, but God was displeased.
Israel thought it was wonderful!!
"The prophets prophesy lies in my
name: I sent them not, neither have
I commanded them, neither spake
unto them: they prophesy unto you a
false vision and divination, and a
thing of nought and the deceit of
their heart." (Jeremiah 14:14) But
the people loved it!
Was Israel ashamed when they

committed abomination? God said,
"They were not at all ashamed,
neither could they blush." What a
shame that Israel, the bride of God,
had so forgotten her husband that
she could go a whoring after other
gods and that without shame. She
was deceived by the false prophets,

and so appeased by sin that she
could not even blush. But God said,
"I am against the prophets, saith the
Lord, that steal my words everyone
from his neighbor. Behold I am
against the prophets, saith the Lord,
that use their tongues, and say, He
saith. Behold. I am against them that
prophesy false dreams, saith the
Lord, and do tell them, and cause
my people to err by their lies and by
their lightness: yet I sent them not,
nor commanded them: Therefore
they shall not profit this people at
all, saith the Lord." (Jer. 23:30-32)
Jeremiah had said unto Israel. "Thus
saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways
and see, and ask for the old paths.
where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls. But they said, We will
not walk therein." (Jer. 6:16) Israel
had forgotten God and would not be
reminded of the "old paths " Only
one thing remained — they must
fall. God said, "I will deliver them to
be removed into all the kingdoms of
the earth for their hurt. to be a
reproach and a proverb, a taunt and
a curse in all places whither I shall
drive them. And I will send the
sword, the famine, and the
pestilence, among them, till they be
consumed from off the land that I
gave unto them and to their fathers."
(Jer. 24:9,10) What a price to pay
for forgetting God!
The church of our Lord is the bride

of Christ (Rom. 7:4; Eph. 5:31,32)
Have not many of those who are

married to Christ forgotten him? Is it
not because many of the preachers
(prophets) are preaching falsely, and
the elders (priests) bear rule by their
false teaching? Isn't it true that many
of the people of God "love to have it
so?" Preachers are saying, We do
not need Bible authority for all that
we do. Some are saying, Let us rise
up and build us a "plant." Some
preachers seem to be trying to come
up with some promotion, and sell
the idea to the elders which no other
man has had, and no other church
has "sponsored." Church fellowship
halls, homes for unwed mothers,
parties, camps, ball teams, etc. etc.
Yes the people love to have it so!
For many are not pleased with sound
doctrine, but want to be popular
with the denominations about us.
May the preachers who are

teaching "We do not need authority
from the Lord for everything we do"
recognize their error and repent.
May they learn that God is still
against the teacher who "steals the
word of God from his neighbor." Is
this not what is being done? How
many preachers have stopped
preaching on the organization of the
church? How long since some men
have preached a sermon on the
Work Of The New Testament
Church? How long have they
withheld teaching on The Authority
Of God's Word? Yes, I fear that
some preachers are stealing the
word of God from their neighbors.
God is against the preacher who



speaks falsely to his people. Are not
many of our brethren speaking
falsely? God is still against the
preachers who cause the people to
err by their lies and by their
lightness. God says, "they shall not
profit this people at all." Israel
thought they were profiting when
they had in reality forgotten and
forsaken God. A fall was in store for
Israel. Churches may think they are
profiting when they secure the
services of some "great preacher"
who teaches them "smooth things"
and "promotes" projects which are
unscriptural, but they do not profit
the people of God, but lead them
into error.
Are the people of God ashamed

because of these unscriptural things
into which they have gone? Can
they yet blush? Yes, there are some
who are ashamed, and who blush
before God and men at the mention
of such things. But they are many
who have no shame for their
unscriptural works and who, rather
than blushing, take great pride in
such, and rejoice that there is a "new
look" in the church of Christ.
There are men who are yet crying,

as did Jeremiah, "ask for the old
paths," but the cry returns, "we will
not stand therein." Yes, there are
some in the church who do not care
to stand in the old paths. And what
yet remains? The same as for Israel
— a fall! People of God are falling
because they have forgotten the
Lord.

Those who yet are ashamed that
some of God's people are engaged in
things which God has not taught,
those who can yet blush before God
at the thought of doing things that
are unscriptural, will you not "come
out from among them" that have no
shame, and stand with those who are
still determined to "stand in the old
paths?" Do not forget God.
**** Via - THE GOSPEL GUARDIAN -
VOLUME 21 June 26, 1969 NUMBER 9,
PAGE 8b-9a ****

A Sad Funeral - by Brent Lewis
And so I saw the wicked buried,

who had come and gone from the
place of the holy" (Eccl. 8:10).
The Grim Reaper, death, is indeed

a busy worker, and funerals are by
no means an uncommon sight. Yet,
some funerals are different than
others. I know of no gospel preacher
who relishes the thought of
preaching any funeral, but there is
no doubt that some funerals are not
as difficult as others.
The best situation is that in which

the person who has passed away has
been a firm and faithful child of
God. This provides both hope for the
deceased and comfort for those who
love him. Next in difficulty would
probably be the funeral of a person
who has never become a Christian.
What can you say? There are no
words of hope, no true words of
comfort to be offered.
But, without doubt, the most

difficult, discouraging, saddening,
and futile circumstance of all is to

 try to preach the funeral of one who is an erring child of God, who has made
shipwreck of the faith. Yes, some funerals are infinitely more sorrowful than
others because of the character of the life that has been lived. "Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord" and, yea, cursed are they who die apart from
Him.
In the verse above (in our text) there is a burial contemplated. There is

always something mournful about a burial, whether the body is that of a
prince or a pauper. But the writer says, "I saw the wicked buried. "It seems
that there are some these days who never see the wicked buried they always
seem to be turned into saints, either immediately before or after death (I
haven't figured out which yet!). This reminds me of the little girl who was
walking through the cemetery with her mother, and after seeing the epitaphs,
said, "Mother, where are all the bad people buried?" From man's common
attempt to eulogize every person who dies, one might get the idea that there
are no bad people that die. But one has merely to turn to this passage, or to
the sixteenth chapter of Luke to find the funeral of such a one.
The wise man issues a solemn warning to us in this verse, for he says about

this wicked one who was buried that he "had come and gone from the place
of the holy." That is, he had seen him coming and going from the temple, the
house of prayer, in the same way as the just and righteous and holy.
He came and he went, and he went as he came, none the better for it and he

was buried as a wicked person. This is no uncommon sight today. We sadly
see the wicked buried who have come and gone from the communion table,
from singing songs of praise to God, from praying long prayers. Many in the
Lord's church "come and go," and go as they come from the meeting of the
saints -- never truly worshipping but thinking that their coming and going is
all that is needed or required.
And it may well be that many churches are largely responsible for some

that are buried as wicked -because the wicked have come and gone and
failed to hear the true gospel preached in its power, purity and simplicity.
Some come and go through force of habit, having been trained to do so
from, childhood. Others do so because it helps their respectability in the eyes
of men; others to make a display of themselves, But a few do it because they
both love and fear Jehovah God, Brethren, unless our coming brings us to
Jesus Christ, and our going takes us out of this life into His eternal service
what shall it profit? - -4807 Sawtelle Blvd. Culver City, California ---- ****
VIA THE GOSPEL GUARDIAN VOLUME 18 September 15, 1966
NUMBER 19, PAGE 5b ****

“THE WORD OF THE LORD IS TRUE, RIGHTEOUS and
ALTOGETHER WHOLE....”


