
Lesson # One 

Introduction 



This work is dedicated to my father in law David J Riggs, who was a 
mentor, teacher and student of God’s Word.   His dedication to serving God 
to the fullest of his ability and the love that he felt for the truths found in 

the scriptures are readily acknowledged by everyone that knew him.   Tho, 
discouraged to persue his desire to preach the plain truths of God’s Word, it 
never stopped him from simply allowing the power of God’s Word to speak 
to the hearts of good and honest men.   He was not an eloquent speaker, 

nor was he a big name preacher but the humility that David had as he 
served our God and our Father – brought glory and adoration and attention 

to the written word and the power it contained to change the hearts and 
minds of men.   It is in David that I learned that the Word of God can be 

presented in a very simple yet very deep level that all who heard could and 
would understand. 

David Jerome Riggs – Sept 30th 1942 / December 28th 2004 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he 

being dead yet speaketh.” – Hebrews 11:4 
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 The book of Revelation is one of the most neglected and yet one 
of the most abused books of the New Testament today and in 
times past. 

 This view point is expressed in various forms by many biblical 
scholars. 

  "It is regarded as the most difficult book of the New Testament 
by most Christians.  It is the most 'turned back' book.  Classes 
make their way through the New Testament, but when they get 
to Revelation they 'turn back' to Matthew." --- (Introducing the 

Book at the End of the Bible, by Ferrell Jenkins. p. 1) 

  "Neglected, misunderstood, and grossly perverted, the Book of 
Revelation stands quite alone in the New Testament." ---  

(Revelation - "Victory in Christ", by Robert Harkrider. p. 1) 
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 Peter warns us that Satan is constantly seeking for those 
whom he may devour: 
 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 

devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour."  1Peter 5:8   

 Paul warns us that we are to be constantly aware of the 
evil devices that Satan will use to entrap and snare the 
children of God: 
 "(13) For such {are} false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. (14) 
And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself 
into an angel of light. (15) Therefore {it is} no great 
thing if his ministers also transform themselves into 
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be 
according to their works."  2Corinthians 11:13-15  Page 4 
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Since the evidence is overwhelmingly clear, that 
Satan is in constant conflict with the children of 
God, the message that is contained in the Book 
of Revelation is applicable. 
Though the times have changed and the 

methods of Satan have taken on a new 
appearance the basic underlying aim is still 
the same.   

Satan wants all that is good to bow the knee 
unto him.   

To leave the Creator God and worship at His 
feet and to be fruitless! – WHY? 
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As one looks at the plight of the First Century Christians 
one cannot help but wonder what their state would 
have been, had such a book as Revelation not been 
written.  

  In the minds of these Christians the overall result they 
foresaw must have been that they stood to be defeated 
and totally eliminated from the face of the earth by 
Rome who, at this point in time, was well armed and 
was recognized to be the mightiest army in the world. 

  Against this army stood a small band of Christians who 
believed in a Risen Savior whose only weapon of war 
was the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit, cf. Eph. 
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