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Pergamos was located about 30 
miles north of Smyrna; some 15 
miles in from the sea on a high 
mountain over the Caicus River. 
From the times of Lysimachus (355 
to 281 B.C.), Pergamum continued 
as a kingdom until Attalus III, upon 
whose death (133 B.C.) the kingdom 
was bequeathed to Rome.  
The official capital & seat of Asia. 
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 It was the Capital of the Attalid Kingdom/ this 
name is derived from the King Attalus I (241-     
197 BC). 

 Its king, (the last of the Attalic Dynasty, King 
Attalus III) not having an heir willed the Attalic 
Kingdom into the possession of the Roman Empire 
(133 BC), thus it had become a part of the Roman 
Empire by choice and not by compulsion or by 
military force. 

 With the exception of Pergamum and a few Greek 
cities, which were given freedom as independent 
administrative units exempt from paying tribute, all 
of the Kingdom was placed under the Roman 
Government. 

  The Romans made it the capital of the province of 
Asia, and it retained this honor until the year A.D. 
130. 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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The city itself was built in three distinct 
sections: 

 The upper city --- was the northernmost area and 

was largely the domain of the rich, royal and noble 
families.   Military leaders also lived in this section. 
 The middle city --- further south and down the 
mountain contained the part of the city that was visited 
by the common people.   It also included sports fields, 
and temples for the less educated people. 
 The third area across the Selinus River to the 
southwest, contained the famous Asclepian of 
Pergamum, a center of the healing arts.  A lovely 
fountain, pool, library, and various temples all can still 
be seen today amongst the ruins of this city. 
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Called the greatest city of Mysia, noted for its 
wealth and fashion. 

It was the headquarters for emperor worship in 
Mysia.  

From 29 B.C. on it had a temple to Roma, the 
goddess of Rome, and to Augustus as a deity. 

 Later temples were also erected in honor of 
"Trajan and Severus".  

A title which it bore was “Thrice Neokoros,” 
meaning that in the city 3 temples had been built 
to the Roman emperors. 
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The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  

6 

Courtesy of www.holylandphotos.org 

Pergamos 

(modern-day 

Bergama) 

was the first 

site for the 

temple to the 

Caesar-cult  

http://holylandphotos.org/browse.asp?s=1,3,7,20,111&img=TWNAPG12


✴Other temples to pagan deities were also 
in Pergamos: 

✴Zeus, (Grecian) 100 feet square and 40 feet 
tall. 

✴Athena, (Grecian), daughter of Zeus, 
goddess of reason, intelligent activity, arts 
and literature.  

✴Dionysus, (Asian) god of fertility & wine 
[Roman name Bacchus] 

✴Asclepius, (Asian) - the god of medicine & 
healing -  

Altar of Zeus 
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Art and literature were encouraged, and 
in the city was a library of 200,000 
volumes which later Antony gave to 
Cleopatra. 

The place where the use of parchment, 
(on which the ancient manuscripts of the 
New Testament were written), originated. 

 In fact the word "parchment" (Greek 
"pergamena") is derived from the 
name "Pergamos." 

The theater on the acropolis of Pergamos. 
Built into the hill and could seat 20,000 

people. 
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parchment, (via www.encyclopedia.com) 
untanned skins of animals, especially of the sheep, calf, and 
goat, prepared for use as a writing material. The name is a 

corruption of Pergamum, the ancient city of Asia Minor where 
preparation of parchment suitable for use on both sides was 

achieved in the 2nd cent. B.C. Parchment, which is more 
durable than papyrus and susceptible of being folded into 
book form, very gradually superseded papyrus. . .The skins 
were soaked in water, treated with lime to loosen the hair, 

scraped, washed, stretched, and dried, and then rubbed with 
chalk and pumice stone. . .Parchment is still used for certain 

documents and diplomas, for book bindings and lampshades, 
and for the heads of drums, tambourines, and banjos. 

The theater on the acropolis of 
Pergamos. Built into the hill and 

could seat 20,000 people. 
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In the 2nd c. A.D., Hadrian (76-138; 
Rom. Emp. 117-138) further 
developed the center and it was 
added to the list of "wonders of the 
world." 

Courtesy of www.bibleplaces.com 

Aesculapium  
 The god of healing, 

Aesculapius received 
worship in cultic centers 
around the Greek and 
Roman world.  This large 
complex at Pergamum 
was originally 
constructed in the 4th 
century B.C. and 
became an official 
center in the the 3rd c.    
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Temple of Trajan  
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1.  A city dedicated to temples and sensuous worship 
2.  A city that referred to Zeus as “the savior” 
3.  A city that created an environment for the deeds 

of the Nicolaitans to flourish 
4.  A city which had the seat for emperor worship 
5.  Sadly, a city where the beacon of truth was 

beginning to dim and grow corrupt 
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Courtesy of www.holylandphotos.org 
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Pergamum’s 
Theatre 

Courtesy of www.holylandphotos.org 
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White Stone  

This white stone at Pergamum 
with names inscribed reminds us 

of Jesus' words: "And to the angel 
of the church in Pergamos 

write...He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh 

will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white 

stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man 

knoweth saving he that receiveth 
it" (Rev 2:12, 17). 

Courtesy of www.bibleplaces.com 
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Christ’s Self Designation  

✴ The “Sharp Two Edged Sword” – 
The Thracian long sword, - the 
symbol of the Word of Christ which 
He employs to judge and wage 
spiritual warfare (Rev 1:16; 
2:12,16; 19:15,21; cf. Eph 6:17; 2 
Cor 10:3-6). 

✴ Belongs to Christ – Jesus says He is 
the authority - Not Rome! – Matt. 
28:18-20; John 12:48,  

Revelation 2:12 (NKJV)  

12 "And to the angel of 
the church in 

Pergamos write, 
'These things says He 

who has the sharp 
two-edged sword:  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Commendation  

✴ “I know Your works” As with the 
other congregations, the Lord 
was aware of their “works.” - 
Jesus knows everything a church 
is doing or is not doing! 

✴ “I know . . . where you dwell” - 
Pergamos was "where Satan's 
throne" was and "where Satan" 
dwelt -  

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Commendation  

✴ “Where Satan’s throne is . . . Ie. 
where Satan dwells” -  

✴ 3 temples to emperor worship,  

✴ The worship of Asclepius, (its 
symbol was the serpent)  

✴ The great altar to Zeus which 
resembled a throne  

✴ The seat of Rome’s authority. 

✴ A combination of all of these. 

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Commendation  

✴ “And you hold fast to My name”   

✴ They were abiding "by all that His 
name implies" (Vine. 2:224), . . . 
neither ashamed nor afraid to be 
called by His name and to be 
identified with Him (Ibid. 3:100) 

✴ Holding fast to Jesus as their Lord 
& Christ - (not Caesar, Zeus, or any 
other pagan god) - Acts 4:12; 5:29 

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Commendation  

✴ “And did not deny My faith”  

✦ The "faith" is His word, the word 
of faith (Rom 10:8,17; Jude 1:3).  

✦ We cannot hold fast to Christ 
unless we adhere steadfastly to 
His word. (Mat 28:18-20), avoid 
all those things He forbids (e.g. 
Gal 5:19-21), and do only what He 
authorizes (Col 3:17; 2 John 1:9). 

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  
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Commendation  

✴ “And you hold fast to My name, and 
did not deny My faith”  

✦ They refused to deny Christ’s 
identity & authority - Heb 10:23 

✦ Refused to deny His teachings - 
Mk 8:38; 2 John 1:9; Col 1:23 

✦ Even under enormous pressure to 
honor paganism & to confess the 
Emperor as “lord & god.” 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  



Commendation  

✴ “And you hold fast to My name, and 
did not deny My faith”  

✦ Those refusing to honor pagan 
gods were viewed as the cause of 
all calamities & troubles. 

✦ Once a year all citizens were 
required to bring incense to an 
altar of the Emperor - to refuse 
would qualify as treason  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  

23 

Adult Bible Class 2018 

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  



Commendation  
✴ “And you hold fast to My name, and 

did not deny My faith”  
✦ They stood firm even as Antipas 

the "faithful martyr" of Christ 
was put to death among them. 

✦ According to the legend: an elder 
in Pergamos, refused to pinch 
incense in the bull-shaped altar 
of Caesar, was thrown into the 
altar alive.  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where 

Satan's throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did 
not deny My faith even in the 
days in which Antipas was My 

faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where 

Satan dwells.  



Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 

Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“you have there those who hold 
the doctrine of Balaam”  

✴Not dictated to those who held the 
doctrine of Balaam, but to those who 
held to the truth but yet continued to 
fellowship those in error. 

✴The doctrine of compromise - (Num 
23,24; 31:16; 2 Pet 2:15,16)  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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 Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“you have there those who hold 
the doctrine of Balaam”  

✴Seduced Israel with harlots so 
they might sin & therefore 
not be blessed. Num 25:1-8; 
31:16 

✴Sought after the “wages of 
unrighteousness” - 2 Pet 2:15 
- Error for profit - Jude 1:11 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 



Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“you have there those who hold 
the doctrine of Balaam”  

✴ Some in Pergamos ate things 
sacrificed to idols, & practiced 
immorality and taught others 
it was OK to do so, avoiding 
persecution & hardship – 1 
Cor. 8:4,8-12; 10:14, 19-22, 
27-29; Acts 15:20; 1 Cor. 
6:13,18 
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Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 



Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“Thus you also have those who 
hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans,”  

✴“The term Nicolaitane is the 
Greek equivalent of the 
name Balaam in the Hebrew, 
both meant ‘the destroyer of 
the people.’ - Wallace, p 93 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 



Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“Thus you also have those who 
hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans,”  

✴“Jesus probably had the same 
error in mind.”  Winkler, p. 23 

✴The church in Ephesus hated 
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, 
but the Christians in Pergamos 
tolerated them. 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 



Rebuke/Condemnation: 
“Thus you also have those who 
hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans,”  

✴They taught grace gives us 
license to do what we want - 2 
Pet 2:12-22; 1 John 1:5-3:10 

✴Probably held to early forms of 
gnosticism refuted in 1 John - 
Christ hated this doctrine - 2:6 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Revelation 2:14,15 (NKJV)  

14 But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus 
you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate. 



“The fault of the Nicolaitans was that 

they were seeking to adjust Christianity 

to the level of the world rather than lift 

the world to the level of Christianity. In 

other words, they were following a policy 

of compromise simply and solely to save 

themselves from trouble they were afraid 

and unwilling to face.” 

William Barclay, 115 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:16 (NKJV)  

16 Repent, or else I 
will come to you 
quickly and will 

fight against them 
with the sword of 

My mouth.  

Exhortation (Call to Repent) 

Jesus does not tolerate the 
tolerance of sin within His church –  

✴The command to repent is to the 
whole church -Those holding to 
false doctrine within must repent 
– change their teaching! 

✴The rest must repent of allowing 
the false teachers to remain -  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Exhortation (Call to Repent) 

 Jesus does not tolerate tolerance of sin 
within His church –  

✴To repent, i.e., to make "a radical, 
moral turn of the whole person from 
sin and to God" (Mounce. 580; cf. 
Matthew 12:41; Jonah 3:10). 

✴Jesus will judge the sinners and 
compromiser’s. 

✴  Truth can & will defeat error 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Revelation 2:16 (NKJV)  

16 Repent, or else I 
will come to you 
quickly and will 

fight against them 
with the sword of 

My mouth.  



Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)  

17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of 

the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows 
except him who receives it." ' 

Invitation & Promise  

Must hear – Matt 13:15 

Must overcome – 2 Cor. 
4:16-18; Rom. 8:18, 31-39 

Receive hidden manna - 
John 6:48-51 Every spiritual 
need provided - Eph 1:3; 
everlasting life 
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Invitation & Promise  
Those who overcome Satan will 
be nourished through the 
wilderness of this world into the 
promised land, heaven itself, by 
the "true bread from heaven” -  
(John 6:32), the word of Christ 
(John 6:57-58,63),  
The "true spiritual food; the food 
that nourishes the soul" (Barnes 
78). 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)  

17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of 

the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows 
except him who receives it." ' 



Invitation & Promise  
White stone –  

Given to a man who justly 
acquitted symbolized his 
innocence. 

Given to a slave that was freed – 
symbolizing his citizenship 

Given to winner of a race & a 
warrior coming home from battle 
– symbolizing victory 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)  

17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of 

the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows 
except him who receives it." ' 



Invitation & Promise  
New name –  

A new name indicating a new 
relation, new hopes & triumphs.  

 Probably the name here referred 
to is Christian, or some such 
appellation.  

No one would understand its 
import, as no one but the 
Christian who possess it. 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)  

17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of 

the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows 
except him who receives it." ' 



Be faithful where you are: 

✴ Living where Christianity is 
popular - is easy to tell 
people we are Christians 
(Acts 11:26),  

✴ But how easy is it to tell our 
denominational friends we 
are members of the church 
of Christ (Romans 16:16).  

 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Be faithful where you are: 
 If we are ashamed to readily confess this 

fact in our society, what would we do if we 
were citizens in Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Africa, China, Russia? 

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the 
Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes 

in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. 
(Mark 8:38) 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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"But if you suffer for being a Christian,  
do not feel ashamed, but glorify God  

with that name"  

(1 Peter 4:16, ISV).  

Be faithful where you are: 
 If we are ashamed to readily confess this 

fact in our society, what would we do if we 
were citizens in Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Africa, China, Russia? 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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 The Danger of the Spirit of 
Compromise:  

✴ Compromise is a prevalent 
disposition today – 

✴ While we must seek to live 
peaceably with all men - we 
cannot compromise the truth by 
compromising with evil - 1 Cor 
5:6; Gal 5:9 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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 The Danger of the Spirit of 
Compromise:  

✴ Example of king Saul - 1 Sam 13; 
15 

✴ Example of Daniel & his 3 young 
captive friends - Dan. 1:8; 3; 6 

✴ The compromise of spiritual 
principles is how we slowly become 
conformed to this world - Rom 
12:1-3; Eph 5:1-15; 1 Jn 2:15-17 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write,. . .Rev 2:12  
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The Danger of the Spirit of 
Compromise:  

 Salvation grace alone / faith alone 

 Sinner’s prayer for salvation. 

 Instrumental music. 

 Social gospel. 

 Diversions to the mission of the 
church - appeals to fleshly lust/  
recreation / entertainment / gyms / 
etc 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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The Danger of the Spirit of 
Compromise:  

✴ Homosexuality / Same sex marriage 

✴ Abortion / immorality 

✴ Drunkenness / Revelries / Drinking 
Socially 

✴ Divorce for any cause 

✴ Lasciviousness / Immodesty. 

✴ Denominationalism. 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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The Danger of the Spirit of 
Compromise:  

 What fellowship has light with 
darkness - 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

 Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness. 
Ephesians 5:11 

 Whoever transgresses and does 
not abide in the doctrine of Christ 
does not have God . . . do not bid 
God-speed. 2 John 9, 10 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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In this atmosphere, there were 
some Christians, no doubt, who 
favored the incorporation of 
Christianity into the religious life of 
the community without a collision 
with the pagan world. 

Let us NEVER take the path of 
compromising matters of faith and 
conscience. 

Is your faith strong enough to 
stand through trials?  

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)  

17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of 

the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows 

except him who receives it." ' 

The Third Church: Pergamos - "And to the angel of the church in 
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