
Lesson  

# 7c 



The Agora At 
Smyrna  

Smyrna was a large, prosperous city with a 
pleasant climate 35 - 40 miles north of 
Ephesus. Modern Population of 1.5 million. 

Was second only to Ephesus in trade.  

Smyrna was noted for beauty, being 
surrounded by rolling hills and groves and 
containing well-paved streets and beautiful 
buildings.  

Its acropolis (citadel) on Mt. Pagas looked 
like a crown and became the symbol of the 
city. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Smyrna gained prominence in the 
9th century b.c. and thrived before 
Lydians from Sardis destroyed the 
town in 600 b.c.  
In 334 b.c. Alexander the Great 

conquered Smyrna and refounded it 
atop Mt. Pagus,  
As early as 195 b.c. Smyrna foresaw 

the rising power of Rome and built a 
temple, (shrine) to “Roma,” goddess 
of Rome.  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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The Agora At 
Smyrna  



In 23 b.c. Smyrna was given the 
honor of building a temple to the 
Emperor Tiberius because of its years 
of faithfulness to Rome.  
The city became a center for the cult 

of emperor worship which brought 
severe persecution for the early 
church under some of the emperors of 
Rome. 
Polycarp was martyred in the stadium 

at Smyrna in 155 a.d. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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The Agora At 
Smyrna  



The streets of Smyrna were wide and 
paved. 
It was widely celebrated for its 

schools of medicine and science.  
Several temples to idol gods are 

found in this city. 
The temple of Cybele and the 

Acropolis, Zeus was worshipped here, 
joined the palace known as the 
citadel. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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The Agora At 
Smyrna  



In 23-26 A.D. a temple was erected in honor 
of Tiberius and his mother Julia. 
Smyrna was the center for the worship of 

Dionysis on of the names of Bacchus, 
originally a nature god of fruitfulness and 
vegatation but eventually became the god of 
wine. 
A mock death, burial and resurrection of 

Dionysis was celebrated annually. 
These circle of Temples around the summit 

of Mt. Pagus is one of the reasons the city 
became known as the "crown city.“ 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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The Agora At 
Smyrna  



This letter is one of only two letters that does not have a section of 
condemnation. 
The Introduction and Address - vrs 8a. 
The commendation. vrs 9. 

Their tribulation. 
Their poverty. 
And their present situation about being cast into prison. vrs. 10. 

The Admonition. vrs. 10. 
The invitation to hear vrs. 11a. 
The promise of reward vrs. 11b. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s Self Designation  

✴ “I am the First and I am the Last” - 
a declaration of His uniqueness as 
deity in contrast with the many idol 
gods of pagans. - (Isa. 44:6; cf. 41:4; 
48:12).  

✴ Several times in Revelation Jesus 
identifies His own deity and 
oneness with the Father - (1:17; 2:8; 
22:13; John 1:1-3; 8:58). 

Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s Self Designation  

Revelation 1:8,11,17; 3:14; 22:13,16  
“I am the first and the last . . .  

Who is, who was, and who is to 
come,  

the Almighty . . . the beginning of 
the creation of God . . . 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 



Revelation 22:16 (NKJV)  

"I, Jesus, have sent My angel 

to testify to you these things 

in the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of 

David, the Bright and Morning 

Star." 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

Christ’s Self Designation  



John 8:56-59 (NKJV)  
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to 

see My day, and he saw it and was 

glad." 57 Then the Jews said to Him, 

"You are not yet fifty years old, and 

have You seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus 

said to them, "Most assuredly, I say 

to you, before Abraham was, I AM."  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

Christ’s Self Designation  



 John 1:1-3 

 Romans 11:36  

 1 Corinthians 8:6 

 Ephesians 3:9  

 Colossians 1:15-19;  

 Hebrews 1:2,10-12; 3:3,4 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

Christ’s Self Designation  



✴ “Who was dead, and came to 
life” - Jesus came into the world for 
the purpose of suffering death so He 
could defeat death and provide us 
with hope - Heb. 2:9-15; 1 Cor. 15 

✴ His resurrection is the ultimate 
proof He is the Son of God - (“Alive 
forever more” - 1:18; Romans 1:4) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

Christ’s Self Designation  



✴ The Christians in Smyrna faced 
tribulation, even to the point of 
martyrdom, but the resurrection of 
Christ gave them the hope to face 
such trials.  

✴ The hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life should give us the 
strength to face the trials through 
which we must go.  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:8 (NKJV)  

8 . . . "And to the angel 
of the church in 

Smyrna write, 'These 
things says the First 

and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 

Christ’s Self Designation  



Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 

Christ’s commendation  

✴ Jesus was aware of their “works” - 
Our works cannot be hidden from 
the omniscient Son of God - 1 Thes 
1:3; Heb 6:10 

✴ “I know your tribulation” - literally 
means “pressure, compression” but 
is used metaphorically of 
“distressing circumstances, trial, 
affliction” (Mounce, 1170). 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s commendation  
✴ For faithful Christians to be “under 

extreme pressure” because of their 
faith was, (is), common and to be 
expected. (Matt. 10:21-28; John 
16:33; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12) 

✴ Persecution was an instrument 
used to pressure Christians to 
surrender their faith & loyalty to 
Christ - (2 Tim 2:3-15; 3:10-12) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴ Christ has not promised to remove 

us from all trouble but provides all 
we need to endure – Phil. 4:13; 1 
Cor. 10:13; James 1:5,6; Rom 8:18-39 

✴ Tribulation CAN destroy us, (Matt. 
13:20,21), but CAN also help us 
grow spiritually - (depends on our 
perspective & response) - Rom 5:1-5; 
James 1:2-12; 2 Cor 4:8-5:4 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴ “I know your . . . poverty (ptocheia)” 

- Two common Greek words for 
poverty: “penia” and “ptocheia.” “A 
far deeper depth of destitution is 
implied in” “ptocheia” than in 
“penia” (Trench. 129) 

✴ The “penia” person has nothing to 
spare, but the one who is “ptocheia” 
has “nothing at all  (ibid) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴ The Christians in Smyrna 

experienced the pressure, not just 
of having barely enough but of 
having nothing at all. (The irony 
was that the disciples in Smyrna 
lived in a prosperous city). 

✴ They were not in poverty because 
they considered prosperity sinful, 
or because they were lazy . . . 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴ They were in poverty because of 

their faith for which they were being 
persecuted. - Rom 8:18-28 

✴ Rome confiscated property of those 
they considered disloyal to Caesar. 

✴ Compromising Jews oppressed 
Christians - James 5:1-11 

✴ Means of income often associated 
with idolatry - Acts 19:19-27 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  

✴“(But you are rich)” - They 
were laying up treasure in 
heaven – Matt. 6:19-21 
✴They were rich in faith - 

(James 2:5),  
✴They were rich in good 

works - (1 Tim 6:18) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴They had no worldly goods at 

all, but they possessed “every 
spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places” (Eph 1:3).  

✴Compared to heavenly riches 
in Christ, the wealth of the 
world is rubbish - (Phil. 3:8; 
Matt. 16:26). 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  
✴ They endured the blasphemy of 

unbelieving, compromising Jews 
- (2:9; James 5:1-5) 
✴ The context doesn’t reveal 

whether the blasphemy was 
against God or Christians. 

✴ Likely it was both - (Acts 13:45;  
14:2; 17:5-7; 18:5-6; 21:27-28; 24:5-
6). 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  

✴ Enduring slander by those who hate 
the Lord has always been the lot 
God’s people in this evil world (cf. 
Matt. 10:24-25).  

✴ We should rejoice in such calumny, 
for we are sharing with the prophets 
in their affliction and with our Lord 
in His suffering for us (Matt. 5:10-12; 
1 Pet 4:12-16). 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Christ’s commendation  

✴ These blasphemers claimed to be 
Jews but in reality were “a 
synagogue of Satan” (verse 9).  

✴ Claimed to be the people of God, 
but in reality belonged to Satan & 
worked for Him - (John 8:41-47; 
Acts 14:2; 17:5-7; 21:27-28; 24:5-6) 

✴ True spiritual Israel is the church – 
(Gal. 6:16; Rom 2:28,29; Phil. 3:3) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:9 (NKJV)  

9 . . . "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of 
those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan. 



Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Do not fear any of those 
things which you are 

about to suffer. Indeed, 
the devil is about to 

throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be 

tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days.  

Christ’s Exhortation  

✴ Do not be afraid (lit., stop 
being afraid) of what you are 
about to suffer - (Luke 12:4-5; 
Isa 51:7-13; Acts 20:24; Phil. 1:28; 
1 Pet 3:14) 

✴More severe persecution was 
coming at the hands of the 
government - (2:10; 1 Pet 5:8) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s Exhortation  

✴ “The real enemy, the devil, accuses 
the brethren (12:9-10), sifts them as 
wheat (Lk 22:31), oppresses by 
physical suffering (Ac 10:38), and as 
a roaring lion seeks whom he may 
devour (1 Pet 5:8)” (Hailey. p.127). 

✴ Prison involved torture, hunger 
and thirst, cold, darkness and 
chains - precluded execution.  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Do not fear any of those 
things which you are 

about to suffer. Indeed, 
the devil is about to 

throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be 

tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days.  



Christ’s Exhortation  

✴ Ten days is symbolic of a complete, 
but shortened or brief period of 
time - (1 Pet 1:6; 2 Cor 4:16,17) 

✴ All Trials Are Temporary - (Light 
affliction, but for a moment, 2 
Cor.4:16ff / though now for a little 
while, . . . you have been grieved by 
various trials, 1 Peter 1:6 / Life is 
but a vapor, Jam 4:14)   

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Do not fear any of those 
things which you are 

about to suffer. Indeed, 
the devil is about to 

throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be 

tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days.  



Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Be faithful until 
death, and I will 

give you the 
crown of life.  

Christ’s Exhortation  
✴ Be faithful to the point of death, even if 

death is the result of your faith – Matt. 
10:22; Luke 21:16-19; Acts 20:24; 21:13; 2 
Cor. 4:7-12; 2 Tim 4:6-8 
✴ Not tempted above ability to bear - 1 

Cor.10:13; Rev 12:11 
✴ Crown of life - a victors “crown” or 

“stephanos,” a “wreath, conferred on a 
victor in the public games” (Mounce. 
1275).  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s Exhortation  
✴ The crown of eternal life! 
✴ This is the “imperishable crown” - 

(1 Cor 9:24-25),  
✴ The “crown of righteousness” - (2 

Tim 4:7-8),  
✴ The “crown of life” promised to 

those who love the Lord (Jam 1:12). 
✴ The “crown of glory that does not 

fade away” - (1 Peter 5:4)  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Be faithful until 
death, and I will 

give you the 
crown of life.  



Christ’s Exhortation  
✴ If we will remain faithful even if it 

means a martyr’s death, we will be 
victorious with a home in heaven. 

✴ Question: If the doctrine of “Once 
Saved, Always Saved” is true - why 
would any Christian ever suffer a 
martyrs death?  

✴ Why die & watch others die by 
refusing to compromise externally 
to offer a little incense to Caesar?  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  

Be faithful until 
death, and I will 

give you the 
crown of life.  



Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)  

He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the 
Spirit says to the 

churches. He who 
overcomes shall not 

be hurt by the second 
death." ' 

Christ’s Invitation  
✴ The call to hear - we choose to 

believe & obey or reject & perish 
- Deut. 30:15-20; Josh 24:15; Rom 
6:16-18; James 1:21 

✴ The promise is received on the 
condition of one “overcoming,” 
i.e., enduring - 1 Cor 15:58; James 
1:12; Matt. 10:22; Luke 21:16-19 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Christ’s Invitation  

✴ The first death is the common lot of 
mankind (Heb 9:27).  

✴ The second death is eternal 
punishment away from the presence 
of God in hell (Revelation 20:14; 
21:8). 

✴ The second death has no power over 
those who overcome through the 
blood of the lamb – 20:6 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  

33 

Adult Bible Class 2018 

Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)  

He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the 
Spirit says to the 

churches. He who 
overcomes shall not 

be hurt by the second 
death." ' 



Christ’s Invitation  

Revelation 12:11 (NKJV)  
And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and 

by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not 

love their lives to the 
death.  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)  

He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the 
Spirit says to the 

churches. He who 
overcomes shall not 

be hurt by the second 
death." ' 



Polycarp  

✴Lived 70 and 155 A.D A direct 
pupil of the apostle John 

✴Probably present when this 
letter was received 

✴Charged to worship Caesar & 
renounce Christ. 

✴Martyred on Sat., Feb. 23, 155 AD 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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http://gbgm-umc.org/gifs/worldhistory/polycarp.jpg


Polycarp  

"Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and 
He never did me any wrong. How can I 

blaspheme my King who saved me? Thou 
threatenest me with Fire which burns for an 

hour, and so is extinguished; but knowest 
not the Fire of the Future Judgment, and of 
that Eternal Punishment, which is reserved 

for the Ungodly. But why tarriest thou? 
Bring forth what thou wilt!”  

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Polycarp  

As the flames licked his body he prayed,  

“I thank thee that thou hast graciously 
thought me worthy of this day and of this 
hour that I may receive a portion in the 
number of the martyrs, in the cup of thy 

Christ.”  

So Polycarp died and the Jews assisted in 
his death. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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How do we compare? 

✴ Miss services because of the slightest 
inconvenience?  

✴ Make excuses for not serving as we 
should, or for sin in our life? 

✴ Don’t take our spiritual life & growth 
seriously. 

✴ Afraid to talk to others about the gospel 
or take a stand for the truth. 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Polycarp burned 
to death. 

http://gbgm-umc.org/gifs/worldhistory/polycarp.jpg


The risen Christ experienced the 
worst that life could do to Him -- 
(Gal. 3:13),  

No matter what happened to the 
Christians of Smyrna, Jesus Christ 
had already been through it. - (Heb. 
4:15). 

Christ conquered -- He triumphed 
over pain and death and He offers us 
the way to victorious living & 
eternal life - (Heb 12:1-3) 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Remaining loyal in the midst of 
hardship can be done through 
Christ - (Phil. 4:13) 

True riches ONLY gained by 
faithfully serving Christ - A 
wonderful reward awaits 

Is serving Christ & receiving the 
salvation He offers worth whatever 
pain & suffering this life may bring 
for you? 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Will we / you hear? 

Will we / you 
overcome? 

Will we / you live 
forever with God in 
heaven? 

The Second Church: Smyrna - "And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, '. . .Rev 2:8  
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Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• The City of Smyrna 
– Politically Smyrna was an important city. 

• It had chosen the right side in all the civil wars.  (For this Rome was Grateful). It 
was ceded in 133 B.C. to the Romans. 

• It claims to be the first in beauty. 
• It claimed to be the first in Caesar worship. 
• It also claims to be the birth place of Homer. 
• Smyrna looked with contempt on the poor and humble Christians and despised 

them as of no importance. 

– Smyrna had two characteristics which made life for Christians a 
constant and continued peril. 
• Smyrna was one of the great centers of Caesar Worship. 
• In the days of Domitian, Caesar worship became compulsory. 
• Once a year the Roman citizens would burn a pinch of incense on the altar to the 

godhead of Caesar. 
• Having done this a certificate was given to all worshipers. 
• Nowhere could life have been more dangerous for the Christian than in Smyrna. 
• For a man to become a Christian was to be considered as an outlaw. 
• To become a Christian in Smyrna was to literally take one's life in his own hands. 
• The second peril was that of the Jewish population in the city. 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• No authentic information remains as to the time and 
circumstances of the establishment of the church in Smyrna. 
– It is however believed that it was established from Ephesus and 

sometime during the ministry of Paul on his third missionary 
journey. 

 
• THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SPEAKER: vrs 8b. 

– "The first“ 
• Self-existent being who is the origin of all things cf. John 1:1-3, 15 ; 8:58 

; Col. 1:15- 17 ; Heb. 13:18. 
• He should be the first with all men. cf. Matt. 6:33.  

– "The Last" -  cf. Rev. 22:13. 
• This is representative of His eternal nature. 

– The eternity of Jesus Christ had a very special significance to all the saints in 
Smyrna. 

• Also represents His dependability. 

– "Who was dead, and came to life:" - cf. Rev. 1:18. 
• The Savior has been through what they were now experiencing. 
• His death, burial, and resurrection are fundamental facts of the Gospel. -- 

I Cor. 15:1-4 ; Rom. 5:8 ; I Cor. 1:17. 
• His death was the sacrifice for all men’s sins --- Romans 5:8. 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• THE COMMENDATION --- WHAT IS RIGHT WITH THE 
CHURCH vrs. 9b. 
– "Thy works" --- This is omitted in the ASV since the majority of Ancient 

manuscripts omit it. 
• This is a solemn reminder that we are going to be judged by our works and 

according to the works which we have accomplished in this life. -- cf. Rev. 
20:12. 

– "Thy tribulation" --- from Greek Thlipis meaning --- pressing, together, 
pressure. 
• The source of much of their tribulation are those who "say they are Jews, 

and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan." --- Rev. 2:9. 
• There will be tribulation if we live as God would have us live --- cf. Matthew 

5:11-12 ; II Tim. 3:12. 
• When we suffer for His cause we have a fellowship with Him --- cf. Phil. 

3:10. 
• Paul says Christians should glory in tribulation --- cf. Romans 5:3. 
• Paul gives us a description of what tribulation does --- Romans 5:3-4. 
• James tells us to "count it all joy when we fall into trials and temptation" --- 

James 1:3-4. 
• The apostle Peter tells us --- cf. I Peter 1:6-7 ; 4:16. 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• THE COMMENDATION --- WHAT IS RIGHT WITH THE 
CHURCH vrs. 9b. 

– "Thy poverty" --- this is physical not Spiritual. 
• These had suffered physical poverty. 
• The churches of Macedonia were poor churches --- cf. 

II Cor. 8:1-5. 
• A probable explanation of their poverty lies in the fact 

that many Christians had their "property taken for not 
worshipping the Caesar." --- cf. Heb. 10:32-34 ; Mt. 
16:29 ; Lk.14:33. 

• Though they were physically poor and under hardship 
Christ reminds them that they are rich --- "but thou art 
rich". --- cf. Lk. 12:16-21 for Christ's teaching on 
physical riches --- cf. James 2:5 ; II Cor. 6:10 

– They were rich in spiritual things. 
– The complete opposite was said to a church that was rich 

physically -- cf. Rev. 3:17-18. 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• THE COMMENDATION --- WHAT IS RIGHT WITH THE 
CHURCH vrs. 9b. 
– "Blasphemy“ 

• It would be better to translate this word "slander". 
• The Jews had the ear of those in High places, so they 

would whisper their slander against the Christians. 
– Examples of this are found in Acts 13:45, 50 ; 18:5-6. 

• The fleshly Jews were no longer God's people --  cf. Rev. 
2:9 ; Rom. 2:28-29. 

• They claimed to be God's people but they were of the 
Devil --- Rev. 2:9. 

– Many today claim the same things but by their actions we can 
see that they are not of God but rather of the world which is 
governed by their father Satan. 

• The Lord suffered revile and ridicule at the hands of the 
Jews also --- cf. Mt. 26:67 ; Lk. 16:14 ; 23:18-25 ; Acts 
2:36 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• THE ADMONITION vrs. 10. 
– "Do not fear what you are about to suffer". 

• Some where going to suffer imprisonment --- cf. Acts 
12:3,4 ; 16:23. 
– cf. James 1:12 ; I Peter 1:6-9 --- suffering is a way of 

sifting out the "chaff“ from the “wheat”. 

– The suffering was going to get worse. --- cf. Mt. 
10:22 ; 24:13. 
• The assurance that we have is the fact that the 

suffering is but for "10 days". 
• Whether this is literal ten days or not cannot be said, 

but the assurance is that in comparison to eternal life 
the suffering is but for a moment. 
– cf. James 4:14 ; II Cor. 4:17. 

 



Letter to the church at Smyrna Rev. 2:8-11 
(The Poor-Rich Church) 

• THE PROMISE OF THE REWARD vrs 10-11. 
– They shall receive their "crown of life." --- cf. I Cor. 

9:25 ;II Tim. 4:8 ;James 1:12 ; I Pet. 5:4. 
• Crown here is from the Greek "stephanos" ---literary a 

victory crown --- cf. Matt. 10:39. 
– In giving even their lives for Christ they gain eternal life. 

• It is said that the priests who served at the festival of 
Dionysus where all given crowns. 

– They shall not be hurt at the second death --- cf. Rev. 
20:14-15. 
• If they were faithful "unto" death (to the point of death; 

"until" death is expressed in other passages, Matt. 10:22; 
24:13), they would be given the crown of life and not be 
hurt of the second death. 

• For explanation of the second death, cf Rev. 20:13-15; 
21:8, and for companion verses on the "crown," cf 1 Cor. 
9:25; 2 Tim. 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4. 


