
Lesson  

# 6d 



Revelation 1:12-17 
“Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. 
And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like 
the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 
feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as 
snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet 
were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and 
His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in 
His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a 
sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was 
like the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw 
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right 
hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am 
the First and the Last….” 
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 Verses 12-16. 

›  Hearing this voice John turns to see 
who is speaking to him and sees the 
first of many visions which are recorded 
in this book. 
 John first saw seven golden 
candlesticks/lampstands. 

 These are representative of the seven 
churches to which the message is 
addressed. cf. 1:20 ; 2:5c. 
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 Verses 12-16. 
› Note John saw seven distinct candlesticks and not the Old Jewish 

Candlestick which had seven branches. cf. Tabernacle in the 
wilderness had one lampstand located on the south end.   
Solomon's Temple multiplied this to 10 ; five on the one side and 
five on the other. 

5 
Winter Park Adult Bible Class 2018 



 Verses 12-16. 
 Some have indicted that this showed the 

true relationship of congregations to 
Jesus Christ as well as to each other. 

 Congregations of the Lord's church are to 
be autonomous and independent of each 
other only joined together by a central 
headship, Jesus Christ. 

 The purpose of lampstands is to shed 
light.   In this way the churches are to 
fulfill their mission by shedding spiritual 
light.   When they cease to shed forth this 
light the lampstand is removed. 

 Gold was the metal used in the vessels of 
Divine service. 
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 Secondly John saw one who was in the midst of the candlesticks. 
› This is no doubt a reference to Christ Jesus. 
› Note: Christ is always in the midst of His churches, since He is the 

Head, the High Priest and the King.  

 What John saw in the midst of the candlesticks is indeed a 
description of Jesus Christ in His present Glory as triumphant 
King in Heaven. 
› Though it is difficult for the human mind to comprehend the great 

glory of this Spirit Being, John tries to give us a glimpse of what Christ 
and His Reign is like through the usage of symbols. vrs13-16. 

› This description pictures Christ as more than just a tender, loving 
Savior. 

 Christ is this and more than this; He is clothed with power 
and Majesty, with awe and terror. 

 From this we see that Christ is Living, Holy, Pure, Majestic, 
authoritative, omniscient and powerful as He stands in the 
Midst of His churches. 
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"One like unto the Son of man" (vs. 13a) Often used of Jesus in the N.T. indicating 

His relationship to man and signifying that 

He was a man; also a Messianic term (Dan. 

7:13-14). 

"Clothed with a garment down to the foot 

and girt about the paps with a golden girdle" 

(vs. 13b) 

The clothing of those of high rank and 

office; the golden girdle is also used of the 

seven angels (15:6) indicating high ranking 

position. 

"His head and his hairs were white like wool 

as white as snow" (vs. 14a) 

White represents purity, holiness (Rev. 3:4-

5); descriptive of God (Dan. 7:9). 

"His eyes were as a flame of fire" (vs. 14b) Bright, penetrating vision; omniscient, 

infinite awareness, insight. 
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"His feet like unto fine brass, as if they 

burned in a furnace" (vs. 15a) 

Symbolical of strength as pure, hard, 

metal; He will crush His enemies 

under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25; Rev. 

19:15). 

"His voice as the sound of many 

waters" (vs. 15b) 

Great moving force; omnipotent, all 

powerful, almighty. 

"He had in his right hand seven stars" 

(vs. 16a) 

The angels of the seven churches 

(1:20). 

"Out of his mouth went a sharp two 

edged sword" (vs. 16b) 

The sword of judgment as in 2:16; 

19:15; 2 Thess. 2:8; also used of the 

Word, Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17 

"His countenance was as the sun 

shineth in his strength" (vs. 16c) 

As the sun on a clear day at noon, too 

intense for human eyes to stare at; His 
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 

“The Faithful Witness” - (1:5; John 
8:14; Heb 1:1-3; John 18:36-38) 

“First Begotten From The Dead” - 
(1:5; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 15:20) 

“Prince of the kings of the earth” - 
(1:5; 17:14; 19:16; Eph 1:20,21; 1 Tim 6:15) 

“Who loved us & washed us from 
our sins in His own blood” - (1:5; Jn 
13:34; Matt. 28:26; Heb 9:15,25-28) 
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“Made us kings & priest to God” - 
(1:6; 5:9,10; 1 Pet 2:9; Col. 1:13) 

“To Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever” - (1:6; 5:12-14; 17:14; 
Acts 2:36; 2 Pet 3:18; Jn 5:23) 

“Coming in the clouds” - (1:7; Eph 
1:20,21; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thess. 4:17) 

“The Alpha & Omega, . . . Who is, 
Who was & Who is to come”  - 
(1:8,11,17; 2:8; 21:6; 22:13) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 
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“Like unto the Son of Man” - 
(Human form - 1:13; Dan 7:9-13; John 
1:14; Heb 2:14-16; Phil. 2:5-8) 

“Clothed with garment down to 
His feet, girded around the chest 
with a golden band” - (Priestly attire 
with authority - 1:13; 15:6; Dan 10:5) 

“Head & hair white as wool & 
snow” - (divine majesty, glory & 
purity - 1:14; Dan 7:9) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 
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“Eyes as a flame of fire” - 
(penetrating, omniscient, divine 
knowledge / judgment - 1:14; Rev 
2:18; 19:12; Dan 10:6) 

“Feet like fine brass, refined in 
the fire” - (Strength, justice, 
authority & power to vanquish all 
enemies - 1:15; 2:18; Dan 10:6; Ezek. 
1:7; 40:3) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 
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“Voice as sound of many waters” - 
(overwhelming majesty, authority - 
demanding our attention - 1:15; 14:2; 
19:6; Psalm 93:4; Ezk. 43:2) 

“Seven stars in His hand” - 
(Ownership & authority - all authority 
over the messengers to the churches / 
they & the churches belong to Him, to 
Whom they must give account - 1:16;20; 
19:6; Psa. 93:4; Ezk. 43:2; 2 Cor 5:10) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 
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“Sharp two edged sword out of His 
mouth” - (word of truth / exposes & 
destroys / judges - 1:16; 2:12,16; 19:15,21; 
Isa 11:4; Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12; Jn 12:48) 

“Countenance as the unimpeded 
light of the sun” - (Heavenly divine 
glory & majesty - 1:16; Heb 1:3) 

“Worthy of all reverence & worship” 
- (John “fell at His feet as dead” - 1:17; 
Ezk. 1:28; Dan 10:8,9; 17-19) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ - The One Speaking 

To The Churches 

15 Winter Park Adult Bible Class 2018 


