
Lesson  

# 6c 



 Verse 7   The Coming of Christ 

› Some understand verse 7 to be referring to Christ's 

coming in judgment upon Jerusalem --- cf. Matthew 

24:30-34 ; 26:64 ; Luke 21:20-32 ; 23:27-31. 

› However, by the expressions, "every eye" and "all 

kindreds," it no doubt is a description of the second 

coming of Christ. 

› He first came as a Savior; however, He is returning 

as a Judge the second time.    

 For other passages on the second coming see : I 

Thess. 4:16-17 ; I Cor. 15:51-53 ; Phil. 3:20-21 ; 

Acts 1:10-11. 
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 Verse 7   The Coming of Christ 

 Note the Term --- "Cometh with the clouds" vrs 7 can be 

understood in two ways. 

› (1) The judgment of God on Jerusalem ---cf. Dan. 7:13 ; Isa. 

19:1 or  

› (2) The Second coming of Christ in Judgment --- cf. Acts 1:9-

11.  

 The clouds used here as a metaphorical expression is the 

means for transporting Deity. 

 This expression is largely rooted in the writings of the 

Psalms.  

 The term clouds is also largely connected with the sense of 

Judgment to come --- cf. Zech. 3:9 ; Psa. 97:2 ; Rev. 14:14-

20 ; Zech. 10 and John 19:34,37 ; Ezek. 30:3 ; 32:7.  
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 Verse 8    

› Christ's Self-designation or Designation of the 

Father 

› This verse probably has reference to the Father as 

is seen in 1:4. 

› It must however, be noted that clearly through out 

the book we see this term used of Christ Jesus 

Himself. 

 As we compare Rev. 1:17 ; 2:8 ; 22:12-13 one can 

clearly see that the similar expression is used of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 These expressions refer to the "eternal existence" 

of the Father and of the Lord Jesus cf. Phil. 2:6. 
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 Verses Nine - Eleven :  

› The writer identifies himself as John, a brother (it is important 

to note the fact that in relation to Jesus  Christ John was a 

slave or a servant cf. vrs 1, but to his fellow saints he was a 

brother) and a companion in tribulation. 

› "The word that is used here for tribulation is a word which 

pictures the grinding of wheat in the mill or the crushing of 

grapes in the wine press.  It is outside pressure which appears 

at first sight to crush and ruin, but it proves to make the grain 

(as flour) and the grapes (as wine) to be of greater service.   

So it was with John and his friends; the persecution appeared 

to be crushing and ruining, but in reality it was only preparing 

them for more effective service." Worthy is the Lamb by Ray 

Summers p.103-104 
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 From verse nine we must note that John identifies himself 
as being a companion to those whom he was writing in 
three distinct ways: 
› He was a fellow partaker/companion in the tribulation which 

was upon the Christians of that day. 
 This point is important to note because the writer here 

proclaims the fact that he is able to sympathize with the saints 
in this tribulation. 

 He is not one who was free from the suffering but rather was a 
victim of his religious beliefs also. NOTE the last part of vrs. 9. 

 It must also be noted that the church was suffering persecution 
from three different avenues: 
 The Jews; The Roman Empire/Government. ; From Paganism. 

 Note these scriptures for backing of such persecutions: 
 Rev. 2:13 ; 7:14 ; 20:4 ; also see John 16:33 ; Acts 14:21-22 ; 

II Tim. 3:12. 
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 John was a fellow partaker/companion in the Kingdom of 
Christ. 
› This one statement proves beyond a shadow of a doubt 

that the JW's and the Millennialists are wrong in their 
assumption that the Kingdom of God was not in effect at 
this particular time. 
 Compare these Verses to show that the Kingdom was 

established on the day of Pentecost. 
 Mark 9:1 --- Kingdom to be present with power. 
 Acts 1:8 --- Power would come when the Holy Spirit came. 
 Acts 2:1-4 - Holy Spirit Came on Day of Pentecost. 
 If Holy Spirit Came then the power came.  If power came 

then the Kingdom came to. 
 Note by comparison these scriptures: Col. 1:13 ; Heb. 12:28. 
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 John was a fellow partaker/companion in 
the Patience of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
› This is the steadfastness/ patience/ 

perseverance that all men should have 
especially under times of trails and tribulation. 
 Christ wants all men to be strong under 

such tribulation. 
 Certainly Christ is our example of how to 

be steadfast in time of trial and tribulation 
--- cf. Matt. 4:1-11. 

› Cross Reference these Scriptures: Rom. 5:3-
5 ; 12:12 ; James 1:2-4. 
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 John was banished to the isle of Patmos.   
› There are three major positions that are held to on the 

banishment/exile of John to Patmos. 
 John was on the isle of Patmos as punishment for the proclamation 

of the Gospel of Christ. 
 There is evidence that banishment was a means of punishing Christians for 

their belief in Christ. 
 Other punishments included being slain and beheaded, property being 

confiscated ect. Note. Rev. 6:9 ; 20:4. 

 John was on the isle of Patmos in order to proclaim the Gospel. 
 This position is not likely since islands such as Patmos were usually not 

populated or commercialized at all. 

 John was on the isle of Patmos for the specific purpose of receiving 
the Revelation. 

› Of the three positions point (1) seems to be the more correct, 
since the entire book of Revelation indicates that John was 
able to sympathize with the suffering saints since     he himself 
was also suffering for the cause of Christ. 

9 Adult Bible Class 2018 



 It must finally be noted that all three of these are to 
be found in Christ Jesus.   The American Standard 
Version's wording helps one to see this point clearer. 
› Revelation 1:9 "I John, your brother and partaker with you 

in tribulation and kingdom and patience {which are} in 
Jesus, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus." (ASV) 

 This is understandable from the fact that those who 
were not in Christ Jesus would be spared the 
discomfort of suffering and tribulation/persecution 
that was being placed upon those who were in Christ. 
› These would not be in the Kingdom, however, those who 

are in the Kingdom would overcome because of the power 
by which they are kept.  
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 John says that he was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day. 
› "I was in the Spirit", Hailey says concerning this statement.   

"This does not mean that John was in a spirit of worship or 
meditation or under the spell of a self-imposed ecstasy, but 
that he was under the power or control of the Divine Spirit.“ 
Revelation an Introduction and Commentary by. Homer Hailey 
p. 106 
 It is clear from other scriptures that this seems to be the most 

logical explanation of this expression. 

› "In the Spirit" --- "A miraculous vision in which one had 
contact with God. cf. (Ezek. 3:10-15 ; 8:1-4)“ Studying the 
Book of Revelation by David. J. Riggs p.4 
 The fact that visions, dreams and trances were frequently used as 

mediums by which Divine Revelation occurred cannot be denied. 
 Note these Scriptures : Ezek. 1:1 ; Dan. 2:19 ; Matt. 1:20 ; Acts 2:17 

; 10:3,10 ; 22:17-18. 
 The Apostle Paul speaks of one who had a vision --- II Cor. 12:1-4. 
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 "The Lord's Day", this particular expression is a 
little more difficult to understand however, it is 
made clearer by the examination of other 
scriptures. 
› The expressions "Lord's Day" and "Day of the Lord" 

should not be confused. 
 These expressions are not equivalent in thought. 
 The Day of the Lord has reference to the second 

coming of Christ in Judgment upon all. 
 Where as the expression "Lord's Day" seems to 

suggest and indicate the First Day of the Week or 
(Sunday). 
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 Note these important passages which seem to 
suggest that the Lord's Day is the First Day of 
the Week. 
› Jesus was raised on the first day of the week --- Mk. 

16:1-9. 
› Jesus met with His disciples several times on the first 

day of the week --- John 20:1, 19, 26. 
› All the events of Acts chapter two took place on the first 

day of the week. 
 First Gospel Sermon. 
 First Converts. 
 Beginning and Establishment of the church and Kingdom. 
 The church assembled on the first day of the week to 

partake of the Lord's Supper --- Acts 20:7. 
 Christians are commanded to give on the first day of the 

week --- I Cor. 16:2. 
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 Not all commentators are in an agree with this 
explanation. 
› An extract from Foy E. Wallace concerning this 

expression: 
› "It is not a reference to the first day of the week, but 

to the day in which the Lord accomplished these 
events, as used in Isa. 13:9 in which Isaiah 
described the destruction of ancient Babylon as the 
day of the Lord; and in Zech. 14:1 where Zechariah 
referred to the destruction of Jerusalem as the day of 
the Lord.  The phrase meant the day of events 
connected with the judgments of the Lord.. Rev. 1:10 
it means in day of the rapture into which the Lord 
placed John --- that he had been transported into the 
midst of the scenes of the vision as though he was,     
himself, in the day of their happening." The Book of 
Revelation by Foy E. Wallace p. 77 
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 The majority of commentaries conclude that this is a 
reference to the Day on which Christians came 
together to commemorate the Son of God.    
› Ray Summers makes this observation concerning this 

day: "Thus on the day of worship when John's heart 
longed for those Christians who had depended upon him 
for so long for spiritual comfort and guidance, and while 
he pondered upon his condition and theirs and the 
outcome of it all, he heard a voice saying in essence, 
'You cannot be with those people but you can send 
them a message ; it is a message which I will give to 
you'“ Worthy is the Lamb p. 104 

 A study of the Greek words found in this phrase 
lends myself to believe that it is the First day of the 
Week (Sunday). 
› Note: (kuriakei hemerai) "Lord's Day".   The Greek term 

{kuriakei} occurs only twice in the entire New 
Testament. 
 Rev. 1:10 and I Cor.11:20 (kuriakon deipnon) "Lord's Supper.“ 
 The significance of this cannot be overlooked. 
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 John hears behind him a great voice as of a 
trumpet.    
› Just as to why the voice came from behind him is not 

revealed but a parallel to this is found in Ezek. 3:12. 
 One needs to note that when ever God had something to 

impart to His people in the     Old Testament 
dispensation, He gathered them by means of a trumpet 
sound. cf.          Ex. 19:16,19 ; Lev. 25:9 ; Josh 6:5 ; Isa. 
58:1. 

› However, one needs to note the fact that the voice 
was not a trumpet but rather “as of a trumpet" 
meaning that it was loud and clear. 
 Trumpet sounding has also been used to sound men into 

battle as well as to announce the triumph of victory or to 
call men to attention. 

 It should be noted that the Romans used the trumpet 
extensively for this purpose. 
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 Secondly to note is the commission given to 
John. 
› He was to write in a book the things which he would 

see. 
› He was to send it to the seven churches of Asia. 

 If one notes the order of the listing of these churches 
you will see that a rough circle is formed which has led 
many to believe that it is inclusive of all those who are in 
the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior     Jesus Christ. 

› Though this was first sent to these seven churches, 
God has persevered this message showing that it is 
for all who would read and learn from God. 
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 The question must be raised as to who gave 
John this commission. 
› Some contend that it is the angel of vrs 1. that 

summoned John's attention since it was by the Angel 
that these things were given to John. 

› Others contend that since John saw Jesus the Son of 
God in the midst of the candlesticks when he turned 
about, that it must have been Christ who spoke and 
commissioned John. 

› The fact cannot be denied that Christ is the speaker 
of verses 17-20 however, it is probable that what is 
spoken in verse 11 is spoken by the Angel of vrs. 1. 
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Revelation 1:12-17 

“Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of the 
seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a garment down to the feet 
and girded about the chest with a golden 
band. His head and hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a 
flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, 
as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as 
the sound of many waters; He had in His 
right hand seven stars, out of His mouth 
went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance was like the sun shining in its 
strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at His 
feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on 
me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am 
the First and the Last….” 
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 Verses 12-16. 
›  Hearing this voice John turns to see who is speaking to him 

and sees the first of many visions which are recorded in this 
book. 
 John first saw seven golden candlesticks/lampstands. 
 These are representative of the seven churches to which the 

message is addressed. cf. 1:20 ; 2:5c. 
› Note John saw seven distinct candlesticks and not the Old 

Jewish Candlestick which had seven branches. cf. Tabernacle 
in the wilderness had one lampstand located on the south end.   
Solomon's Temple multiplied this to     10 ; five on the one side 
and five on the other. 
 Some have indicted that this showed the true relationship of 

congregations to Jesus Christ as well as to each other. 
 Congregations of the Lord's church are to be autonomous and 

independent of each other only joined together by a central 
headship, Jesus Christ. 

 The purpose of lampstands is to shed light.   In this way the 
churches are to fulfill their mission by shedding spiritual light.   
When they cease to shed forth this light the lampstand is removed. 

 Gold was the metal used in the vessels of Divine service. 
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 Secondly John saw one who was in the midst of the 
candlesticks. 
› This is no doubt a reference to Christ Jesus. 
› Note: Christ is always in the midst of His churches, 

since He is the Head, the High Priest and the King.  
 What John saw in the midst of the candlesticks is 

indeed a description of Jesus Christ in His present 
Glory as triumphant King in Heaven. 
› Though it is difficult for the human mind to comprehend 

the great glory of this Spirit Being, John tries to give us 
a glimpse of what Christ and His Reign is like through 
the usage of symbols. vrs13-16. 

› This description pictures Christ as more than just a 
tender, loving Savior. 
 Christ is this and more than this; He is clothed with power 

and Majesty, with awe and terror. 
 From this we see that Christ is Living, Holy, Pure, Majestic, 

authoritative, omniscient and powerful as He stands in the 
Midst of His churches. 
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"One like unto the Son of man" (vs. 13a) Often used of Jesus in the N.T. indicating His 

relationship to man and signifying that He was a 

man; also a Messianic term (Dan. 7:13-14). 

"Clothed with a garment down to the foot and girt 

about the paps with a golden girdle" (vs. 13b) 

The clothing of those of high rank and office; the 

golden girdle is also used of the seven angels (15:6) 

indicating high ranking position. 

"His head and his hairs were white like wool as white 

as snow" (vs. 14a) 

White represents purity, holiness (Rev. 3:4-5); 

descriptive of God (Dan. 7:9). 

"His eyes were as a flame of fire" (vs. 14b) Bright, penetrating vision; omniscient, infinite 

awareness, insight. 
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"His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 

furnace" (vs. 15a) 

Symbolical of strength as pure, hard, metal; He will 

crush His enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25; Rev. 

19:15). 

"His voice as the sound of many waters" (vs. 15b) Great moving force; omnipotent, all powerful, 

almighty. 

"He had in his right hand seven stars" (vs. 16a) The angels of the seven churches (1:20). 

"Out of his mouth went a sharp two edged sword" 

(vs. 16b) 

The sword of judgment as in 2:16; 19:15; 2 Thess. 

2:8; also used of the Word, Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17 

"His countenance was as the sun shineth in his 

strength" (vs. 16c) 

As the sun on a clear day at noon, too intense for 

human eyes to stare at; His majesty and glory. 
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